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Something  About  Capons. 

The  receipt  of  lute  of  numerous  inquiries 
about  capons  indicates  an  increased  interest 
in  that  branch  of  poultry  work,  hence  we  are 
not  surprised  to  see  articles  appearing  in  some 
of  the  poultry  papers  advocating  the  caponiz- 
ing of  late  hatched  cockerels.  In  a  recent 
number  of  the  Feather  appeared  an  article 
"  booming  "  capons,  from  which  we  quote  the 
following  :  "  Many  people  in  the  eastern  states 
have  been  reaping  great  profits  from  the 
business  of  caponizing  for  years,  but  like 
many  who  have  a  good  thing,  they  keep  it 
very  discreetly  to  themselves,  which  is  all 
right;  but  I,  for  one,  am  going  to  'narrate' 
the  glad  tidings."  The  name  signed  to  the 
article  is  unfamiliar  to  us,  but  upon  'turning 
over  another  of  our  exchanges  published  in 
the  west,  we  notice  a  two  column  illustrated 
writeup  of  a  "  capouizer  manufacturing  com- 
pany," and  find  that  the  writer  of  the  article 
in  the  Feather  is  secretary  of  that  company, 
which  makes  us  wonder  if  this  aforesaid 
caponizer  manufacturing  company  is  not 
doing  this  booming  of  capons  in  order  to  dis- 
pose of  its  caponizing  instruments  and  litera- 
ture,—  somew  hat  as  did  the  Xew  Hampshire 
individual  of  a  few  years  ago  who  wanted  to 
turn  every  poultry  paper  in  America  into  a 
capon  paper,  and  was  exceedingly  wroth  with 
the  editor  of  this  paper  because  we  would  not 
give  up  a  page  or  two  of  each  number  to  his 
puffs  of  capons,  and  incidentally,  of  his  capon 
Instruments,  etc.  The  capon  booming  disease 
seems  to  have  broken  out  in  a  new  place  now, 
and  this  western  company  is  starting  out  to 
B  narrate  the  glad  tidings,"  and  incidentally 
to  sell  caponizing  instruments  and  literature. 

In  one  of  the  letters  which  we  wrote  home 
from  Europe  last  summer,  we  stated  the 
result  of  inquiries  and  observations  made  in 
London  and  Paris,  which  showed  conclusively 
that  caponizing  is  on  the  decline  in  those 
countries,  and  has  been  for  some  years;  not  a 
rapid  decline,  but  there  is  gradually  less  and 
less  caponizing  being  done,  the  principal 
reason  being  that  caponizing  is  now  less 
profitable  than  in  years  gone  by,  because 
specially  fatted  poultry  is  taking  its  place,  at 
less  cost  to  produce,  and  giving  equally  as 
good  satisfaction.  "We  have  lately  made  some 
inquiries  in  the  eastern  markets,  and  find 
practically  the  same  condition  of  things  here. 
There  is  less  and  less  caponizing  done  each 
year,  substantially  less  now  than  ten  years 
ago,  and  the  prices  obtained  for  the  last  two, 
or  three  years  for  capons  have  been  very 
decidedly  below  those  of  ten  or  fifteen  years 
ago,  consequently  profits  are  decidedly  less, 
ami  that  lesser  profit  is  quite  sufficient  to 
account  for  the  lesser  production  of  capons. 
One  intelligent  marketman  told  us  the  prin- 
cipal reason  for  the  lower  prices  of  capons 
was  that  good  chickens  were  crowding  them 
out,  that  the  artificial  hatching  and  rearing  of 
chickens  has  made  it  possible  to  market  good 
roasters  at  practically  all  seasons  of  the  year; 
hence  there  is  less  and  less  call  for  capons, 
which  of  old  took  the  place  of  tender  roasting 
chickens,  which  could  not  be  found  in  the 
market  in  the  late  winter  or  early  spring 
months. 

We  are  far  from  wishing  to  discourage  our 
western  friends  if  they  want  to  caponize  their 
cockerels,  especially  if  by  caponizing  them 
they  withdraw  a  small  per  cent  of  their  lean 
skinny  stuff  from  the  market,  and  if  they  turn 
It  into  a  better  article  for  which  they  get  a 
better  price  we  shall  be  glad.  The  eastern 
markets  are  now  overloaded  with  those  cheap, 


lean  skinny  chickens,  which  have  to  be  sold 
for  almost  any  price  that  can  be  got  for  them. 
If  eveu  a  small  proportion  of  those  chickens 
can  be  turned  into  a  better  article  the  market 
will  be  by  so  much  relieved,  and  if  they  can 
get  two  or  three  times  as  much  for  their 
capons  as  they  can  get  for  their  lean  skinny 
chickens  it  is  wise  for  them  to  caponize. 
They  will  find,  however,  that  if  they  intend 
to  produce  good  capons  they  will  have  to  get 
improved  stock,  because  the  lean  half-wild 
chickens  of  tb.3  west  will  not  produce  the 
large  juicy  toothsome  capons  which  command 
the  best  prices  in  the  market.  They  will  find 
that  the  larger  varieties,  such  as  Brahmas, 
Cochins  and  Plymouth  Bocks,  which  have  the 
goodly  frame  to  carry  a  large  amount  of  flesh 
and  readily  accumulate  fat,  are  the  varieties 
that  produce  the  choicest  capons. 

One  of  the  commonest  mistakes  of  capon 
advocates  is  in  claiming  that  the  birds  grow 
to  a  very  much  greater  size,  which  is  not  true. 
The  experiments  conducted  at  the  Rhode 
Island  Agricultural  College  experiment  sta- 
tion a  few  years  ago  clearly  showed  that  the 
average  growth  of  capons  was  but  a  very 
little  more,  (averaging  less  than  one  pound 
each),  than  similar  cockerels  not  caponized. 
fhe  difference  between  the  bird  is,  of  course, 
in  the  quality  of  flesh.  The  caponized  birds 
are  docile,  they  do  not  quarrel  and  "nag" 
each  other,  consequently  their  flesh  is  soft  and 
tender.  The  cockerels  not  caponized  grow 
"hard"  and  tough,  consequently  fetch  only 
the  price  of  old  birds.  But  why  keep  cockerels 
until  they  get  old  and  tough?  Why  not 
market  them  just  as  soon  as  they  reach  roaster 
size,  and  while  they  are  still  "soft"  tender 
chickens?  If  kept  to  the  age  of  maturity 
they  have  got  to  be  housed,  and  house  room 
costs  something.  Therein  is  one  of  the  great 
drawbacks  with  capons.  June  and  July 
hatched  cockerels,  which  are  the  ones  usually 
caponized  to  be  sold  in  the  late  winter  markets, 
have  got  to  be  given  house  room,  and  have 
got  to  be  fed  and  cared  for.  Why  not  give 
that  house  room  to  laying  stock,  and  have  the 
profit  of  the  eggs  produced  to  pay  for  the  food 
and  care?  Therein,  we  think,  is  the  strongest 
argument  against  caponizing — that  the  capons 
are  occupying  the  house  room  which  could  be 
more  profitably  occupied  by  laying  stock. 

In  Farm-Poultky  for  March,  1893,  we 
made  some  comments  upon  Bulletin  No.  20  of 
the  agricultural  experiment  station  of  the 
state  of  Rhode  Island,  (which  we  mention 
above), —  the  Capon  Bulletin.  In  those  com- 
ments we  say  "  It  is  a  great  gain  to  reliable 
poultry  knowledge  to  have  this  unbiased 
experiment  upon  the  study  of  capons,  and  we 
heartily  congratulate  Mr.  Cushman  upon  the 
result  he  has  given  us,"  and  thereupon  give 
some  extracts  from  that  capon  bulletin.  In 
support  of  the  opinion  we  have  expressed 
above,  we  will  reprint  those  extracts  here  : 

"Is  the  Production  of  Capons  Profitable? 

"According  to  occasional  articles  in  various 
poultry  magazines  and  agricultural  papers, 
considerable  profit  may  be  gained  at  tbe  pres- 
ent time,  by  making  capons  of  the  cockerels  or 
young  roosters  that  are  to  be  sold  as  dressed 
poultry.  We  are  taught  that  the  result  is  the 
'  finest  chicken  meat  in  the  world,' that  such 
birds  become  so  much  more  plump,  tender, 
and  finely  flavored  that  they  will  bring  nearly 
double  the  price  of  cockerels  per  pound. 
That  they  also  gain  from  forty  to  one  hundred 
per  cent  in  weight  over  the  uncastrated 
birds.  0 

"  If  this  is  a  fact,  if  such  results  may  be 


gained,  why  is  it  that  large  numbers  are  not 
produced  each  season  in  this  state?  Is  the 
operation  generally  unknown,  is  it  too  dan- 
gerous or  difficult,  or  is  there  less  difference 
in  the  quality,  weight,  and  the  price  received 
than  we  are  led  to  believe? 

"Doubtless  an  occasional  individual  has, 
after  investigation,  been  able  to  answer  these 
questions  to  his  own  satisfaction,  but  to  a  large 
number  in  this  state  they  are  still  unsettled. 

"  As  nearly  everything  that  has  been  pub- 
lished of  late  years  advocating  caponizing  has 
been  written  by  those  interested  in  the  sale  of 
instruments,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
there  is  some  exaggeration,  and  that  but  one 
side  of  the  question  has  been  show  n.  There- 
fore, the  first  work  undertaken  in  this  divis- 
ion in  the  spring  of  1S91,  before  houses  and 
yards  were  built,  or  we  had  facilities  for 
other  operations,  was  to  look  up  this  subject 
and  commence  an  experiment  with  capons. 
Poultry  books  old  and  new  were  ransacked 
for  information  relating  thereto,  and  an  adver- 
tised set  of  instruments,  with  directions  for 
using,  procured.  By  carefully  following  the 
very  plain  directions,  first  upon  a  dead  cock- 
erel, we  were  able  to  successfully  operate  upon 
live  birds,  though  it  was  slow  work.  Soon 
after,  while  looking  up  the  poultry  markets  of 
New  York  city  we  saw  quantities  of  '  Jersey  ' 
or  'Philadelphia'  capons,  and  desiring  to  see 
an  experienced  operator  at  the  work,  we 
secured  the  address  of  the  principal  shippers, 
and,  while  visiting  the  broiler  establishments 
of  New  Jersey,  we  took  a  side  trip  to  the 
capon  producing  sections. 

"  Several  of  the  most  expert  operators  were 
visited  and  their  methods  learned.  They 
were  found  to  use  1  the  old  Chinese  instru- 
ments, and  do  the  work  with  great  skill  and 
rapidity.' 

"  The  test  of  the  work  is  the  number  of 
perfect  capons  which  the  lot  contains  in  the 
fall.  To  be  in  demand,  season  after  season, 
a  man  must  kill  few  birds  during  the  oper- 
ation, and  there  should  be  few  slips  or  imper- 
fect capons  among  them.  A  rapid  operator 
constantly  at  the  work  makes  less  slips  than  a 
more  careful  man  who  does  not  keep  in  prac- 
tice, while  the  qujeker  it  is  done  the  less  try- 
ing it  is  to  the  bird.  Many  in  that  section 
who  are  skillful  operators,  but  do  not  follow 
the  business,  and  get  out  of  practice,  find  it 
cheaper  to  pay  the  professional  his  small  fee 
than  to  do  it  themselves. 

"  After  describing  at  length  tbe  experiments^ 
conducted,  '(Notes  on  Experiments)'  are 
given,  some  of  which  are: 

"  Writers  on  caponizing  compare  the  price 
,of  capons  at  maturity  with  the  price  of 
roosters  at  maturity.  To  be  sure,  if  the 
cockerels  are  to  be  kept  until  they  must  be 
sold  as  old  fowl,  meanw  hile  fighting  and  run- 
ning their  flesh  off,  it  would  certainly  pay 
well  to  caponize  and  keep  them  until  nearly 
a  year  old  ;  but  they  ignore  the  fact  that  early 
cockerels  weighing  five  to  six  pounds  when 
they  are  soft  and  tender,  will  bring  as  much 
or  more  per  pound  than  a  nine  or  twelve 
pound  capon  that  has  been  kept  twice  as  long. 
Quick  returns  are  desirable,  and  the  danger 
of  loss  by  disease  deserves  consideration. 

"  When  the  market  is  bare  of  fresh  summer 
raised  poultry  and  everything  but  frozen 
stock,  or  smal  sized  winter  chicks  are 
scarce  (from  January  to  June),  there  is  a 
demand  for  a  large  tender  '  roaster,'  and 
capons  fill  the  bill. 

"  They  usually  bring  the  best  price  in  April 
and  May,  when  they  are  becoming  scarce. 
Before  chickens  were,  so  exteusivelv  raised  at 


all  times  of  the  year  by  artificial  means, 
capons  brought  high  prices.  , 

"  Large  birds  sell  the  best.  The  hea\  ier 
the  better.  When  ten-pound  birds  bring 
twenty-two  cents,  twenty-live  cents  will  be 
given  for  twelve-pounders,  and  twenty-eight 
cents  for  those  weighing  fourteen  pounds. 
Capons  killed  at  ten  or  eleven  months  of  age 
are  preferred  ;  as  they  get  coarse  and  '  soggy' 
if  kept  until  twelve  months  old  or  longer. 
March  hatched  capons  should  be  killed  in 
January. 

"  When  to  Make  Capons,  anil  the  Time 
to  Sell. 

"  Judging  from  these  results,  and  a  study 
of  the  markets,  the  best  chance  of  profit  by 
the  production  of  capons  will  be  in  caponizing 
late  chicks  that  ordinarily  would  be  fit  for 
market  as  broilers  or  roasters  when  the  ju  ices 
are  the  lowest,  and  too  old  to  sell  as  tender 
chickens  in  January  and  February.  Cockerels 
that  were  hatched  iu  June,  July  or  August, 
especially  if  of  the  large  early  maturing  kind 
like  Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandot ti  >  crossed 
on  Brahmas  or  Laugsbaus,  castrated  in  Sep- 
tember, October  and  November,  and  marketed 

in  March,  April,  May  and  Ji  ,  when  they 

would  have  reached  their  best,  would  be  the 
most  profitable  and  bring  tbe  highest  price. 
Such  birds  are  often  sold  alive  by  the  pound 
very  low  iu  the  city  markets,  or  by  tlio^i  «  ho 
have  no  room  to  winter  them.  Farmers  w  ho 
have  cheap  food,  who  are  far  from  shipping 
points,  and  therefore  kill  and  ship  all  at  one 
time  in  cold  weather,  might  profitably  make 
capons  of  all  roosters.  Those  who  keep  birds 
until  maturity  for  their  own  table  should  do 
the  same.  There  will  be  little  gained  by 
caponizing  birds  in  Mayor  June  if  the)  are 
to  be  marketed  by  Christmas,  as  the  birds 
have  not  sufficient  time  to  fill  out." 


Mating  for  Size. 


Mr.  E.  Cobb,  in  the  Feathered  World  of 
July  29th,  makes  the  following  remarks  on 
mating  for  size  and. shape  : 

"The  male  bird  undoubtedly  exercises  a 
certain  amount  of  influence  in  regard  to  the 
6ize  and  shape  of  the  offspring;  but  to  attempt 
to  remedy  —  as  so  many  amateurs  do— the 
deficiency  of  size  in  their  stock  by  the  pur- 
chase of  an  extra  large  cock,  is  the  wrong  way 
to  go  to  work.  The  hen  has  far  more  influence 
over  both  the  size  and  shape  of  the  progenj 
than  the  male  has.  Take  a  broad  shouldered, 
deep  breasted  cock  and  mate  with  narrow 
shouldered  hens,  deficient  also  in  breast,  and 
the  result  of  such  a  union  will  bo  but  little,  if 
any,  improvement.  Had,  however,  the  tables 
been  turned,  and  the  hens  possessed  the  size 
instead  of  the  cock,  far  greater  improvement 
would  appear  in  the  offspring;  but,  as  we 
before  remarked,  the  male  bird  does  exen-Ne 
a  certain  influence.  It  will  be  found  that  by 
breeding  from  large  hens  and  a  cock  deficient 
in  this  respect  that  the  pullets  produced  show 
a  far  greater  improvement  than  is  observable 
in  the  cockerels,  and  it  is  only  by  continuing 
the  process  of  breeding  from  large  hens  that 
the  cockerels  will  far  outdistance  the  original 
cock.  There  is  no  question  but  w  hat  the  best 
plan  is  to  have  size  and  Shape  on  bolh  sides'; 
but  if  a  deficiency  must  occur  on  one  side  or 
the  other,  do  not  let,  it  be  on  that  of  the  hens."-  ' 

The  above  is  truth  undefiled.  We  regret 
that  a  common  practice  among  amateur  fan- 
ciers is  a  tendency  to  breed  from  overgrown 
and  abnormally  large  males.  Many  a  fine 
cockerel,  because  he  happens  to  be  under- 
sized, albeit  correct  in  shape,  is  cast  aside, 
and  some  big,  coarse  brute',  because  of  his 
size,  is  selected  to  mate  with  an  average  lot  of 
females.  Mr.  Cobb's  advice  should  be  carer 
fully  considered  and  followed.  —  American 
Fancier. 
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Farm-  Poultry 


September  15 


A  Practical  Poultry  Pointer. 

"At  several  times  during  tbe  past  four 
years  we  urged  readers  to  invest  in  '  new 
blood '  in  case  they  had  need  of  it.  Prices 
were  low  for  all  sorts  of  pure  bred  stock,  and 
breeders  were  often  forced  to  sell  Hue  animals 
at  very  low  prices.  Many  readers  took 
advantage  of  this  state  of  affairs.  The  pure 
bred  bull,  or  cow,  or  pig,  or  sheep  has  made  a 
mark  of  improvement  on  their  flocks  and 
herds.  It  was  wise  economy,  for  now  live 
stock  is  increasing  in  value.  It  is  evident 
that,  for  tbe  next  ten  years,  milk  and  meat 
making  animals  are  to  bring  fair  prices. 
Those  who  bought  in  times  of  depression  were 
wise.  Those  who  buy  now  when  good  results 
are  in  sight  also  have  wisdom.  The  Rural 
New-Yorker  readers,  as  we  have  found  them, 
believe  in  good  stock.  Some  of  them  keep 
but  a  few  animals,  but  these  must  be  first 
class.   They  buy  the  best." 

The  above  we  clip  from  the  editorial  page 
of  the  Sural  New-Yorker  for  Aug.  27th. 
Why  is  it  that  poultry  is  so  conspicuously  absent 
from  the  list  of  farm  animals  in  which  new 
blood  is  of  so  much  value?  If  a  "  pure  bred 
bull,  or  cow,  or  pig,  or  sheep  "  has  done  (or  is 
going  to  do)  so  much  for  the  farmer,  why  not 
a  pure  bred  cock  if  he  has  been  bred  for  egg 
production?  In  this  pointed  omission  of 
poultry  from  the  list  of  profitable  farm 
animals  we  find  a  clue  to  the  explanati6u  of 
the  indifference  of  the  average  farmer  to  his 
poultry,  and  in  that  indifference  to  his  poultry 
we  find  the  keynote  to  much  of  the  unprofit- 
ableness thereof.  Turning  to  one  of  the  pre- 
ceding pages  of  the  same  number  of  the  Sural 
New-Yorker,  we  find  the  following,  in  which 
is  a  covert  sneer  at  the  possibility  of  two  hun- 
dred eggs  per  hen  per  year,  or,  rather,  a  sneer 
at  the  writers  who  preach  the  possibility  of 
that  two  hundred  egg  hen  : 

"  Hens  That  Lay  Figures.— As  a  sample 
of  the  current  poultry  literature  which  some 
of  our  contemporaries  are  fond  of  feeding  to 
their  readers,  is  the  following,  which  has 
been  going  the  rounds  of  the  agricultural 
press : 

"  'To  breed  hens  for  prolific  egg  laying  has 
been  achieved.  The  process  is  easily  explained. 
Take  a  ben  that  lays  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  eggs  a  year,  and  a  male  from  a  hen  that 
lays  one  hundred  and  twenty  eggs  a  year,  and 
their  pullet  progeny  wil.  lay* one  hundred  and 
fifty  eggs  a  year.  Now  then,  take  a  pullet 
from  a  hen  that  lays  one  hundred  and  fifty 
eggs  a  year  and  a  male  from  a  hen  that  lays 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  eggs  a  year,  and 
you  will  raise  hens  that  will  lay  two  huudred 
eggs  or  more  a  year.' 

"  Our  experience  would  indicate  that  it  is  a 
good  deal  easier  to  explain  this  process  than 
it  is  to  carry  it  out.  The  chances  are  that  the 
man  who  wrote  it  never  saw  a  hen  in  his  life. 
He  is  one  of  those  wise  individuals  who  seem 
to  have  an  idea  that  a  hen  is  a  mere  bag  of 
eggs,  and  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  pour  the 
feed  in  at  one  end  of  her,  and  she  will  do  the 
rest.  The  trouble  is  to  find  the  original  hen 
that  lays  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  eggs  a 
year.  Of  course,  we  know  how  the  experts 
tell  of  hens  that  lay  two  hundred  and  more 
eggs  in  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days. 
But  any  man  who  ever  fed  a  hen,  knows  that 
he  has  to  travel  thousands  of  miles  in  order  to 
find  one  of  these  record  breakers.  We  have 
proved  to  our  own  satisfaction  that  the  vast 
majority  of  hens  in  the  average  farmer's  flock, 
will  not  average  over  seventy-five  eggs  per 
year.  Where,  then,  is  the  farmer  to  go  to 
find  his  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  egg 
hen?  Such  hens  are  worth  money.  They 
are  cheap  at  $3  apiece,  and  the  man  who 
wrote  the  above  note  ought  to  state  that 
somewhat  important  fact  in  connection  with 
his  advice  about  breeding.  It  is  all  very  well 
to  lay  down  the  law,  telling  other  people  how 
they  ought  to  do  it,  but  if  some  of  our  agri- 
cultural writers  could  only  be  led  out  upon  a 
poor  farm,  and  made  to  practice  their  own 
doctrines  without  any  help  from  the  outside, 
they  would  soon  be  reduced  to  a  diet  of  air, 
water  and  scenery." 

In  that  excellent  little  book,  the  "Biggie 
Cow  Book,"  we  find  in  the  opening  chapter 
the  following :  "  Great  is  the  dairy  cow  1 
Hail  to  herl  But  if  she  give  less  than  five 
thousand  pounds  of  milk  per  year,  or  two 
hundred  pounds  of  butter,  away  with,  her! 
She  is  not  profitable.  And  yet  the  average 
cow  of  the  United  States  gives  less  than 
twenty-eight  hundred  pounds  of  milk  per 


year."  Isn't  there  an  analogy  between  hens 
and  cows?  Judge  Biggie  says  that  the  cow 
that  yields  less  than  five  thousand  pounds  of 
milk  in  a  year  is  unprofitable,  and  yet  the 
average  for  the  United  States  is  less  than 
twenty-eight  hundred  pounds.  Similarly,  the 
Rural  New-Yorker  says  the  average  farmers' 
hens  will  not  produce  over  seventy-five  eggs 
each  per  year,  in  which  the  Rural  New- 
Yorker  is  undoubtedly  right,  and  we  say 
frankly,  the  Rural  New-Yorker  is  contribu- 
ting to  this  unprofitableness  by  its  methods  of 
sneering  at  the  writers  who  preach  the  two 
hundred  eggs  per  year  hen.  Forty  or  fifty 
years  ago,  when  blooded  farm  stock  was 
beginning  to  get  a  foothold,  not  a  few  of  the 
writers  in  the  agricultural  papers  sneered  at 
the  "  theorists,"  as  they  called  the  writers 
who  advocated  the  pure  blooded  "  bull,  or 
cow,  or  pig,  or  sheep;"  and  poultry  stands 
today  in  very  much  the  same  position  that 
farm  stock  did  forty  or  fifty  years  ago.  A 
few,  a  very  few  farmers  are  beginning  to  get 
hold  of  the  fact  that  it  pays  to  get  new  blood 
in  poultry,  just  as  it  has  paid  to  get  new  blood 
in  "  the  bull,  the  cow,  the  pig,  or  the  sheep;" 
— and  it  is  that  new  blood  introduced  into  the 
farmers'  flocks,  and  with  it  the  better  care 
and  more  systematic  feeding  which  will  come 
with  the  introduction  of  new  blood,  just  as 
better  stabling,  a-better  balanced  food  ration, 
etc.,  has  for  the  cows,  which  will  lift  those 
farmers'  flocks  out  of  the  rut  of  the  seventy- 
five  eggs  average  per  year. 

One  of  the  great  disadvantages  of  the 
poultry  situation  today  is  that  almost  all  of 
the  poultry  literature  is  "  fancy,"  rather  than 
practical,  and  discusses  show  points  and 
scores  rather  than  the  solid  advantages  of  two 
hundred  eggs  per  hen  per  year,  or  a  well 
rounded  carcass  of  toothsome  flesh.  Farm- 
Poultry  has  conspicuously  preached  the 
profitableness  of  this  new  blood  in  poultry, 
and  the  profitableness  of  the  two  hundred 
eggs  per  year  hen,  and  there  is  a  glimmer  of 
light  in  the  poultry  horizon, —  a  promise  of 
better  things.  We  get  a  glimpse  of  it  in  some 
paragraphs  of  this  clipping  from  the  R.  N.-  Y., 
which  says,  "  Where,  then,  is  the  farmer  to 
go  to  find  his  one  hundred  and  twenty-five- 
egg  hen?  Such  hens  are  worth  money.  They 
are  cheap  at  $3  apiece."  Thanks,  esteemed 
contemporary,  you  are  right  in  that  position! 
Those  birds  are  cheap  at  $3  apiece,  and  they 
are  worth  good  money.  They  are  worth 
money  to  the  average  farmer,  and  some 
farmers  are  beginning  to  find  it  out.  You  are 
wrong,  however,  in  saying  that  the  man  has 
to  travel  thousands  of  miles  in  order  to  find 
one  of  the  record  breakers.  Take,  for 
example,  Mr.  Wyckoff,  of  Grotou,  N.  Y. 
He  is  not  a  thousand  miles  from  the  great 
bulk  of  the  R.  N.-Y.  readers,  and  he  has 
made  a  record  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-six 
eggs  each  in  a  year  from  six  hundred  hens. 
Mark  you,  not  from  a  single  hen,  nor  from  one 
pen  only,  but  from  a  whole  farm  full,  as  six 
hundred  certainly  may  be  called.  We  have 
said,  over  and  over  again,  that  such  birds 
were  easily' worth  §3  apiece  simply  as  egg 
producers,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  it  said  by 
so  good  an  authority  as  the  Rural  Neic- 
Yorker. 

We  have  told  F.-P.  .readers  of  several 
•breeders  of  such  stock.  There  is  Mr.  Cox,  ">f 
Pennsylvania,  who  has  steadily  built  up  his 
egg  yield  from  an  average  of  ninety-six  to  one 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  eggs  per  hen  per 
year;  and  Mr.  Norton, of  Maine,  whoincreased' 
his  egg  yield  from  twenty-nine  thousand  (odd) 
to  forty-nine  thousand  (odd)  for  three  hun- 
dred hens,  and  "there  are  others,"  all  within 
much  less  than  thousands  of  miles  of  the 
majority  of  the  readers  of  the  R.  N.-Y. 

Only  a  short  time  ago  a  Rhode  Island  reader 
of  Farm-Poultry  wrote  to  us  for  the  address 
of  a  breeder  of  White  Leghorns  whose  stock 
had  a  record  as  egg  producers.  We  referred 
him  to  Mr.  Wyckoff,  and  a  short  time  after 
received  a  note  from  the  individual  saying 
that  he  had  written  Mr.  Wyckoff  and  asked 
him  the  price  of  one  hundred  early  hatched 
White  Leghorn  pullets,  and  that  Mr.  Wyckoff 
had  quoted  him  §300,  which  the  would-be 
customer  thought  an  exorbitant  price,  "  away 
out  of  sight,  not  for  a  moment  to  be  thought 
of."  This  Rhode  Island  man  evidently  could 
not  do  a  simple  sum  in  arithmetic.  If  he 
could  he  would  readily  have  seen  that  those 
pullets  would  more  than  pay  for  themselves 


in  eggs  alone  within  a  year,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  stock  which  could  be  bred  from  tbem  next 
spring.  We  agree  with  the  Rura{  New- 
Yorker  that  such  birds  are  cheap  at  $3  apiece, 
and  the  Rhode  Island  party  is  simply  standing 
in  his  own  light  in  refusing  to  buy  such  stock 
at  that  price.  There  are  many  years  of  care- 
ful breeding  for  egg  production  behind  those 
pullets  of  Mr.  Wyckoft's,  just  as  there  has  to 
be  many  years  of  careful  breeding  behind  tbe 
five  thousand-pounds-of-milk  cow,  and  the 
same  arguments  that  are  put  forth  in  favor  of 
buying  the  "  pure  bred  bull,  or  cow,  or  pig, 
or  sheep,"  applies  with  equal  force  to  the 
pure  bred  poultry,  bred  for  egg  production. 

The  Rural  New-Yorker  is  right  in  saying 
that  such  birds  are  cheap  at  S3  apiece.  It  is 
very  far  from  right,  however,  in  saying  that  a 
man  has  got  to  travel  thousands  of  miles  to 
find  such  stock.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  it  to 
be  found,  and  it  is  growing  more  and  more  in 
demand  every  year.  It  is  the  poultry  of  the 
future,  just  as  the  five  thousaud-pounds-of- 
milk  cow  is  the  cow  of  the  future.  When  the 
farmers  can  use  the  eyes  they  have  in  their 
heads,  and  see  the  profitableness  there  is  in 
hens  which  will  produce  two  hundred  eggs 
each  in  a  year,  just  as  some  of  them  are  now 
seeing  the  profitableness  of  the  five  thousand- 
pounds-of-milk  cow,  they  will  make  money 
from  their  poultry. 


Facts  vs.  Theory. 

What  the  poultry  business  most  needs  at 
present,  is  the  suppression  of  the  people  who 
rush  into  print  with  a  theory  they  wish  to 
exploit.  Whether  or  not  their  theory  will 
endure  the  bright  light  of  facts,  is  to  them 
wholly  irrelevant.  An  idea  strikes  them, 
they  plan  it  out  to  suit  their  own  notions,  (or 
ends?)  and  straightway  write  it  out,  and  mail 
it  to  the  poultry  editor,  who  too  often  spreads 
it  on  the  pages  of  his  journal. 

I  write  from  experience  when  I  state  that 
the  amateur  is  too  often  led  astray,  and 
in  consequence  discouraged,  by  assuming 
that  the  "theory"  must  be  a  guide  to  him. 
Especially  is  this  the  case  when  such  is  printed 
over  the  signature  of  a  man  of  reputation, 
who  has  had  enough  experience  to  confine 
himself  to  cold  facts.  Perhaps  'tis  only  a 
Utopian  dream  to  hope  the  day  will  dawn 
when  editors  shall  consign  all  manuscripts 
treating  of  theories  to  their  waste  baskets,  and 
only  facts  find  their  way  into  the  poultry 
papers. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  put  a  few  drops  of 
water  on  the  theorist's  head,  by  exploding 
one  or  two  of  his  notions.  Having  an  accurate 
record  of  each  fowl  in  my  flock  from  egg  to 
egg,  I  trust  I  will  not  be  considered  egotistical 
when  I  state  that  the  little  knowledge  I  have 
gained  of  poultry  culture  is  sure  —  is  based  on 
facts,  and  not  on  theory. 

The  theories  I  will  try  to  explode  are  that 
prolific  laying  in  hens  tends  : 

(1)  .   To  decrease  fertility  in  eggs. 

(2)  .    To  decrease  vigor  in  chicks. 

(3)  .    To  weaken  the  hens:  so  that 

(4)  .  They  cannot  reproduce,  much  less 
improve  themselves  in  their  offspring. 

I  declare  without  fear  of  successful  con- 
tradiction that  such  is  the  reverse  of  what 
facts  show  with  hens  bred  to  lay,  and  kept 
healthy.  I  draw  on  facts  only  when  1  state 
that  it  isjust  as  natural  for  the  latter  to  keep 
right  on  laying  as  it  is  for  her  to  breathe;  as 
well  claim  that  continued  breathing  will  result 
in  reduced  stamina.  More  than  that,  when 
such  a  hen  stops  laying  for  a  week,  or  even 
less,  examination  will  show  something  wrong 
with  her.  You  will  find  her  crop  bound  or 
overfat,  or  sufferiug  from  some  other  derange- 
ment of  her  system.  To  prove  this,  and  also 
the  fact  that  eggs  from  the  best  layers  hatch 
best  —  are  seldom  infertile  —  and  that  their 
chicks  grow  quickest,  I  copy  a  few  extracts 
from  my  records. 

Hen  It-  .  m  No.  of  eggs  No.  No.  NotCh'ks 
No.  laving.      laiil  to  dale  eggs  chicks  due  alive 

(July  14.  "98;  sei.  liat'ed.  yet. 


exclusive. 

40 

Nov.  19,  '97, 

.  151 

48 

44 

0  (a)41 

94 

Dec.  15,  '97, 

163 

59 

44 

11  43 

21 

Nov.  12,  '97, 

139 

41 

36 

0  (b)30 

39 

Nov.  19,  '97, 

133 

36 

34 

0  31 

31 

June  14,  '98, 

129 

29 

26 

0  23 

20 

June  26,  "98, 

98 

34 

32 

0  (c)24 

a— two  cliicks  sold ;  b— two  chicks  sold;  c— 5  chicks 
burned  in  fire  which  destroyed  small  brooder. 


To  form  an  accu^te  estimate  of  each  hen  I 
should  state  No.  40  was  treated  for  crop 


bound,  May  26tb,  which  cut  off  her  egg  yield 
at  least  thirty  eggs.  No.  21  went  broody  Mny 
28tb,  gave  up  June  7th;  broody  again  JuV 
6th,  and  is  now  sitting.  No.  39  sitting  with 
chicks  since  June  15th.  No.  26  ditto  since 
May  26. 

As  against  the  above,  and  to  further  show 
by  facts  that  it  is  not  the  prolific  layer  which 
contributes  the  infertile  (or  poorly  fertilized) 
eggs,  I  copy  the  following: 


Began  No.  eggs  Eggs  Chickst  hicks 

laying.  to  date.    set.  hafed.  alive. 


13 

Nov.  14,  '97 

103 

36 

4 

0 

38 

Jan.  23,  '98 

67 

31 

0 

0 

37 

Dec.  20,  '97 

71 

24 

1 

0 

42 

June  1,  TJ8 

79 

20 

3 

1 

9 

June  8,  '98 

43 

20 

0 

0 

12 

June  6,  '98 

78 

16 

0 

0 

17 

Nov.  22,  '97 

45 

16 

0 

0 

Nos.  9, 17  and  38  never  laid  a  fertile  egg; 
12,  13  and  42  all  fertile,  but  hatch  poorly,  or 
not  at  all. 

By  the  way,  these  records  also  explode  the 
theory  that  the  early  maturing  pullets  are  best 
to  breed  from.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
early  matured  (began  laying  in  November) 
are  in  both  of  the  lists. 

As  to  prolific  laying  being  a  drain  on  the 
hens,  weakening  their  reproductive  powers, 
etc. —  if  the  theory  here  exploited  were  a  fact, 
my  flock  now  should  consist  of  nondescripts, 
because  I  really  did  begin  with  culls.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  my  breeders  range  from  92 
points  upwards,  and  had  I  understood  mating 
better  in  my  earlier  years,  I  would  have  bad 
better  specimens.  Nor  does  continued  good 
laying  reduce  the  vigor  of  hens,  as  :s  evidenced 
by  the  present  condition  of  my  flock  — the 
daily  chorus  of  my  prolific  layers,  each  of 
which,  though  in  full  moult,  continue  to  shell 
out  the  eggs  at  the  rate  of  about  40  per  cent. 

Prolific  laying  in  no  way  affects  the  shape  or 
feathers  of  a  hen's  progeny ;  but  like  shape 
and  feathers,  must  be  bred  in  the  blood.  It 
cannot  be  had  in  a  week  or  a  season,  but 
comes  only  as  a  result  of  time  and  labor.  In 
prolific  layers,  bred  to  lay,  we  have  the 
genuine  article,  the  pure  gold. 

I  hold  that  we  mortals  do  nothing  without 
some  underlying  motive.  Why  should  a 
writer  pause  in  his  busy  life  to  concocta  theory 
and  have  it  published,  purporting  to  show 
that  prolific  laying  is  not  desirable?  I  have  a 
theory  that  seems  to  furnish  the  answer. 
The  man  who  argues  against  tbe  highest  pos- 
sible results  in  breeding  for  egg  production 
has  an  axe  to  grind,  and  but  poorly  conceals 
his  object. 

I  give  way  to  no  one  in  my  love  and  admira- 
tion for  fowls  that  conform  to  standard 
requirements,  nor  in  my  efforts  to  breed  to 
the  highest  standard  of  perfection;  but  I  have 
no  more  use  for  a  hen  that  is  a  fair  layer,  and 
scores  low,  than  I  have  for  one  which  scores 
fair,  aud  lays  poorly:  one  is  honestly  worth 
no  more  than  the  other.  A  friend  gave  me  a 
hen  last  winter  which  has  a  show  room  record 
of  96£  points,  but  she  has  laid  only  seven  eggs 
to  date,  in  spite  of  everything  I  could  do.  If 
she  were  sold  on  her  show  room  record 
would  be  considered  a  low  price  for  her;  but 
if  the  purchaser  were  told  of  her  nest  box 
record,  wouldn't  he  hesitate  before  paying  ?5? 
For  my  part,  I  would  rather  have  one  90  point 
195-egg  hen  than  a  dozen  such  96£  point  hens. 
Fowls  that  excel  in  the  show  room  can  and 
should  be  bred  to  excel  as  layers.  I  could  by 
mating  the  progeny  of  that  90  point  hen  build 
up  on  that  score  considerably,  aud  have  eggs 
in  plenty  and  to  spare  to  sell  to  the  market 
and  for  hatching,  while  I  could  get  nothing 
from  that  904  point  hen, except increased.grain 
bills.—  A.  J.  Silbersteix,  in  Poultry 
Monthly. 


As  soon  as  the  cockerels  get  large  enough  to 
eat,  begin  on  them.  They  make  a  most  whole- 
some food,  and  are  worth  as  much  to  the 
farmer-  as  to  the  people  in  the  city.  —  The 

Farmer's  Voice. 

Young  ducks  must  have  water  in  some 
vessel  deep  enough  so  they  can  sink  their 
heads  into  it  above  their  eyes,  or  they  will  get 
sore  eyes.  This  is  as  much  water  as  they 
need. —  The  Farmer's  Voice. 

Many  are  learning  that  it  is  far  easier  to 
hatch  chicks  than  to  grow  them,  yet  here  is 
where  the  story  of  success  or  failure  will  he 
learned.  Look  out  for  the  chickens.  —  Maine 
Fai~mer. 


1898 

Some   New  Notions  About  Moulting. 

"Bricks  without  straw?"  Who  does  not 
know  the  meaning  of  the  figurative  phrase? 
Yet  I  imagine  they  are  few  who  realize  thai 
the  moulting  problem,  so-called,  is  such 
largely  because  we  are  requiring  of  our  fowls 
bricks,  bricks,  and  more  bricks,  without  fur- 
nishing the  requisite  "  straw.''  Flesh  making 
material  the  hen  may  rightfully  demand  of  us 
lit  all  times;  this  and  egg  making  material  we 
are  willing  to  give  her,  and  we  then  hug  our- 
selves with  the  comfortable  idea  that  we  have 
done  our  part,  and  that  every  wi  ll  disposed 
member  of  the  flocks  must  give  due  returns. 

This  might  be  fair  enough  if  we  could  be 
induced  to  allow  the  hen  a  summer  vacation, 
such  as  all  human  kind  is  beginning  to  think 
it  must  sutler  without ;  she  could  then  divert 
the  egg  making  material  to  the  purpose  of 
feather  forming,  and  get  along  very  well;  but, 
no,  this  does  not  comport  with  man's  idea  of 
profit,  and  since  he  requires  the  full  tale  of  the 
bricks,  he  must  furnish  more  straw  for  the 
extra  output,  even  though  the  fact  of  a  moult 
be  not  at  all  to  his  desire  or  liking. 

If  the  mind  could  grasp  at  once  the  full 
meauing  of  a  single  word,  one  word  might 
alone  express  the  needs  of  the  moulting  hen  as 
a  profitable  piece  of  property.  That  word  is 
"  condition."  Condition  is  the  state  of  the 
body  with  reference  to  all  external  circum- 
stances. Good  condition  is  perfect  health, 
and  the  modern  hen,  to  be  in  health  which 
can  be  called  perfect,  needs  not  only  food  for 
the  three  calls  upon  her  forces,  but  she  needs, 
more  than  at  any  other  time,  fresh  air,  free- 
dom from  lice,  and  every  possible  aid  to 
digestion.  This  last — the  hen  in  confinement 
must  have  if  she  is  to  pass  through  the  moult 
profitably.  It  is  not  merely  that  the  moult 
itself  necessarily  induces  disease,  but  that 
man  insists  on  overtaxing  the  birds  for  his 
profit.  A  maximum  of  food  must  be  digested, 
and  that  under  conditions  which  suit  the 
owner  first,  the  hen  afterwards,  if  at  all. 
Since  a  large  amount  of  food  is  a  necessity  to 
profit  at  this  time,  and  man  is  not  willing  to 
forego  eggs  if  he  can  possibly  get  them,  the 
next  best  thing  is  to  see  that  the  food  is  per- 
fectly digested.  To  this  end,  I  consider  char- 
coal more  valuable  at  this  period  than  at  any 
other  portion  of  the  year. 

An  idea  that  I  have  not  seen  worked  up  any- 
where relates  to  the  effect  of  phosphorus  in 
the  food  at  the  moulting  period.  It  is  posi- 
tively staled  by  some  scientists  that  phos- 
phorus is  the  physical  source  of  all  vitality. 
Once  admitting  that  this  is  possible,  it  becomes 
our  vital  interest  to  inquire  what  foods  fur- 
nish this  element  to  the  best  advantage. 
Since  wheat  is  the  one  nearly  perfect  food, 
from  the  standpoint  of  nutrition  and  suste- 
nance, it  cannot  be  other  than  a  good  food  dur- 
ing the  moult;  and  as  nearly  all  its  best  ele- 
ments are  comprised  in  the  bran  and  shorts, 
we  shall  make  no  mistake  in  using  these. 

Wherever  there  is  chance  for  comparison, 
the  study  of  feeding  problems  as  to  the  hens  is 
made  less  difficult  by  the  fact  that  they  resem- 
ble mankind  to  a  great  degree  in  their  needs. 
The  amount  of  phosphorus  needed  to  keep  an 
average  person  in  good  health  is  placed  at 
about  two  per  cent  of  the  food,  when  there  is 
no  undue  or  excessive  use  of  the  mental 
powers. 

"Wheat,  however,  which  is  the  nearest  to 
the  perfect  food,  contains  only  about  one  and 
one-half  per  cent  of  phosphates,  not.  quite 
enough  to  supply  the  need  under  ordinary 
conditions.   Assuming  that  the  ordinary  need 
of  the  fowl  is  about  that  of  the  human  being,, 
we  see  that  wheat  will  not  give  the  hen  enough 
of  this  source  of  vitality  for  ordinary  needs 
unless  we  use  the  by-products,  which  have  a 
larger  proportionate  per  cent  because  divested 
of  much  of  the  carbo-hydrates.  Moreover, 
(while  I  have  no  authority  at  hand  to  confirm 
the  statement)  I  have  seen  it  stated  that  the 
feathers  require,  in  growth,  nearly  all  of  the 
lime,  phosphoric  acid,  and  nitrogen  that  are 
contained  in  ordinary  food.    If  this  be  true, 
It  invites  us  to  look  for  food  products  or 
grains  which  shall  contain  enough  of  this 
vital  elemeut  for  unusual  needs.    Of  all  the 
regular  grain  foods,  barley  contains  the  largest 
proportion  of  phosphates,  with  oats  a  good 
second,  the  latter  containing  almost  twice  as- 
much  as  wheat.   Beans  are  also  rich  in  phos- 
phates, containing  three  and  oue-half  per  cent. 
Sweet  potatoes  contain  nearly  three  per  cent. 
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I  have  little  doubt  that  some  will  be  ready 
to  pronounce  this  all  "bosh;"  but  in  these 
days  of  wonders  everywhere,  that  is  not  a 
safe  thing  to  do;  and.  in  any  case,  whatever 
leads  us  to  look  at  any  problem  from  a  new 
point  of  view,  will  lead  us  along  helpful  ways. 
The  whole  thing  depends  on  the  premise.  If 
phosphorus  be,  as  affirmed,  the  source  of 
vitality,  we  shall  but  prove  ourselves  lacking 
in  enterprise  if  we  do  not  follow  up  this  lead. 

Certainly  there  is  no  question  that  a  high 
degree  of  vitality  is  the  one  great  need  of  the 
moulting  hen;  in  other  words,  prime  con- 
dition. Moulting  is  itself  a  "condition,"  and 
often  a  condition  of  distress  and  lowered 
vitality.  Certainly,  and  it  is  just  this  fact 
which  renders  it  wise  to  forestall  the  worst  by 
laying  in  "  reserves."  1  believe  this  is  the 
secret  of  carrying  the  flocks  profitably  through 
the  moult — reserve  force.  What,  then,  under 
this  view,  shall  be  said  of  those  who  strive  to 
get  the  hens  into  a  condition  of  "  absolute 
leanness"  just  before  this  critical  period? 
What  can  be  said  other  than  that  they  are 
using  the  surest  means  to  defeat  their  own 
hopes? 

The  term,  "  a  profitable  moult,"  has  been 
used  several  times.  In  a  fair  seuse,  a  moult 
through  which  the  birds  pass  easily  and 
quickly,  and  from  which  they  emerge  in  good 
laying  condition,  may  be  called  profitable. 
Add  earliness,  and  we  have  the  nearest  to  a 
profitable  moult  that  fowls  usually  attain.  It 
is  the  hens  that  moult  very  early  and  those 
that  moult  very  late  that  give  the  largest  pro- 
portion of  eggs  gathered  in  the  general  moult- 
ing season;  but  the  fact  that  some  hens  lay 
even  while  undergoing  the  moult,  encourages 
the  poultryman's  desire  to  learn  the  secret  of 
making  the  main  flock  reach  this  happy  con- 
dition. 

Pending  this,  it  is  worth  study  to  find  out 
how  to  secure  an  early  moult.  "  Hatch  the 
chickens  early,"  etc.,  applies  here  as  well  as 
in  getting  early  layers.  The  early  layer  is  the 
early  sitter,  and  the  hen  that  has  had  a  period 
of  the  sitting  fever  is  much  more  certain  of  an 
early  moult  than  another.  Encouraging  the 
moult  by  the.use  of  linseed  meal,  meat,  plenti- 
ful supplies  of  shell,  or  of  any  material  that 
helps  the  growth  of  feathers,  is  only  what  the 
common  sense  of  the  poultrymau  should  lead 
him  to  do  without  coaching. 

Unless  we  can  make  feasible  some  plan  of 
feeding  that  will  enable  the  birds  to  produce 
at  the  same  time  eggs  and  feathers,  there  is  1 
only  one  way  to  deal  profitably  with  the  fowl 
which  produces  eggs  all  summer  and  goes 
into  moult  on  the  approach  of  winter.  It 
seems  a  poor  return  for  her  efforts,  but  from 
the  profit  and  loss  point  of  view  it  isinevitable 
— she  must  be  .sold. 

The  part  that  meat  is  to  play  in  the  ration 
for  the  moulting  period  is  one  requiring  much 
study.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Robinson  who  told 
us  that  one-third  of  an  ounce  a  day  was  the 
proper  allowance  of  cut  bone,  green  ;  and  that 
less  should  be  used  of  the  dried  meat  meals 
and  scraps.  Yet  many  are  feeding  more  than 
this  regularly,  and  to  increase  the  meat  ration 
in  this  case  must  surely  be  dangerous  during 
the  heated  term,  On  the  other  hand,  lean 
meat  is  rich  in  phosphorus,  or  the  phosphates, 
as  is  bone,  and  will  help  to  increase  the  vitality, 
provided  we  do  not  use  so  much  of  it  as  to 
interfere  with  perfect  digestion.  It  must  be, 
largely,  a  matter  of  "  balance,"  the  feeder 
making  sure  not  to  overdo  the  concentrated 
part  of  the  ration.  Mvra  V.  Nokys. 


Watching  a  hotel  steward  selecting  chickens 
lor  his  large  family,  at  a  Boston  counter  the 
other  day,  we  asked  why  he  was  so  particular 
about  size,  aud  his  reply  covered  the  whole 
question  for  growers  to  consider.  "We  charge 
so  much  for  half  a  broiled  chicken,  and  must 
make  a  profit  off  the  bird.  For  that  reason  it 
cannot  weigh  over  two  pounds  and  a  quarter, 
else  it  costs  more  than  it  comes  to.  Half  a 
chicken  is  ample  for  a  meat  order,  and  more 
than  this  weight  would  be  wasted.  The  fact 
is,  we  figure  this  question  of  quantity  pretty 
fine,  seeking  to  give  enough  to  satisfy, 'but 
being  careful  about  any  excess.  'Tis  business 
with  us  where  we  handle  so  many  daily,  and 
the  change  in  style  of  serving  has  fixed  the 
weights  so  that  all  live  growers  know  when 
they  ship  into  what  class  their  birds  are 
going. —  Maine  Farmer. 


From  135  to  200 


An  Exhibition  Coop. 

We  have  several  requests  for  directions  for 
building  coops  for  exhibiting  fowls  at  fairs 
and  shows,  ami  give  above  an  illustration  of 
such  a  coop.  The  illustration  explains  itself 
so  well  that  but  little  by  way  of  explanation 
i-  neecssa rj . 

This  coop  is  thirty  inches  high,  thirty 
inches  wide,  and  twenty-four  inches  deep, 
—  but  these  dimensions  are  by  no  means 
obligatory,  as  coops  are  built  of  various  sizes, 
to  suit  the  taste  and  purpose  of  the  builder. 
We  would  urge,  however,  that  exhibitors  who 
supply  their  own  coops,  make  them  roomy  - 
enough  for  the  birds  to  be  comfortable  in; 
nothing  is  so  certain  to  make  the  birds 
appear  at  a  disadvantage  as  too  close  quarters. 

We  would  make  a  frame  of  one  and  one- 
half  inch  stuff — the  ends,  back  aud  top  being 
covered  with  stout  serviceable  duck,  the  floor 
being  of  half-inch  matched  boards,  and  the 
front  being  made  of  half-inch  rods  set  into 
top  and  bottom  of  frame  two  and  one-half 
inches  apart,  excepting  that  the  two  or  three 
center  rods  are  set  into  a  sliding  bed  piece  at 
bottom,  aud  pass  up  through  the  top  frame, 
giving  access  to  the  interior.  The  bed  piece 
of  the  gate  should  slide  upon  the  rods  on  each 
side.  Short  rods  are  set  in  the  front,  upon 
which  to  suspend  cups  for  food  and  water. 
A  curtain  for  the  front,  to  be  let  down  at 
night,  and  in  day  time  be  rolled  up  as  in  the 
illustration,  adds  to  the  neatness  of  the  struc- 
ture;'and  ornamental  brass  headed  tacks  to 
secure  the  duck  ends',  etc.,  improves  the 
appearance.  The  rods  in  front  look  best  if 
round,  although  eight-square  rods  are  very 
neat.  Many  owners  of  private  coops  keep 
them  neatly  painted. 

Business  Fowls. 

In  the  human  family  we  find  occasionally 
fine  physical  specimens  of  the  species  that  are 
of  no  practical  use  in  the  world,  and  the  same 
rule  will  apply  in  some  degree,  to  all  animal 
life;  and  I  have  concluded  that  it  depends 
largely  on  the  breeder  whether  a  domestic  ani- 
mal or  fowl  is  simply  a  thing  of  beauty  or 
built  for  business.  If  a  fancier's  aim  is  wholly 
witha  view  to  have  afowlof  handsome  feather 
and  comely  appearance,  or  in  other  words, 
"a  winner  at  the  show,"  it  is  not  surprising 
that  such  a  bird  may  not  be  a  success  as  a 
layer  of  eggs.  My  experience  teaches  that  if  a 
person  wants  money  making  business  hens,  he 
must  keep  that  point  iu  view,  culling  closely 
all  drones,  loafers,  and  doubtful  characters, 
and  breed  only  those  that  are  most  prolific  in 
money  making  qualities,  without  so  much 
regard  for  fine  feathers.  I  want  eggs  and 
plump  meaty  hens,  for  in  them  there  is  money, 
and  while  these  requirements  are  filled, it  mat- 
ters not  whether  they  are  pure  blood,  or  of  any 
faucy  strain.  Disappointment  awaits  the 
poul'tryman  who  buys  eggs  for  hatching  on 
the  recommendation  of  others. 

My  hens  may  do  well  for  me  under  the  diet 
and  peculiar  conditions  they  are  accustomed 
to,  but  transfer  them  to  another  climate,  dif- 
ferent feed,  surroundings  changed,  aud  they 
perhaps  will  prove  very  unsatisfactory,  and 
it  is  for  this  reason  thai  I  in  some  degree 
account  for  the  oft  repeated  accusation  of  mis- 
representation on  the  part  of  sellers.  There- 
fore, don't  depend  too  much  upon  others;  read 
good  sound  poultry  literature,  and  be  guided 
by  your  own  good  sense  and  experience. 

'Raising  poultry  is  a  legitimate  business,  but 
needs  to  be  studied,  built  up,  and  taken  care 
of  as  any  live  merchant  or  manufacturer  takes 
care  of  "his  affairs,  and  keeps  up  with  the 
times.  It  is  by  no  means  simply  chance  or 
luck,  but  hard  work,  that  brings  success,  and 
he  who  thinks  otherwise  had  better  look  else- 
where for  a  "  soft  snap." 

There  is  money  in  the  business,  we  have 
ample  proof.  There  are  some  failures  the 
same  as  in  every  other  line  of  business;  but 
this  is  no  reason  whv  the  hen  should  retire 
from  business.— Indiana  Farmer. 


Creat  Improvement  in  Health. 

"I  was  all  run  down  in  health  and  had 
no  appetite.  Since  I  began  taking  Hood's 
Sarsaparilla  my  appetite  has  returned 
and  I  feel  stronger  and  better.  I  have  in- 
creased in  weight  from  135  to  200  lbs."  N. 
J.  Kilcup,  2231  Dorchester  Ave.,  Boston. 


Hood's 

Is  prepared  by  C.  I.  Hood  &  Co.,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Hood's  Pills  easytotolM-easytobu* 


Sarsa- 
parilla 


easy  to  operate.  '25c. 


BREEDING  STOCK 

For  Sale. 


Having  finished  hatching  for  this  season,  I  will  sell 
the  stock  I  have  bred  from  In  lots  to  suit.  Must  be 
sold  to  make  room  for  the  youngsters. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(Brown  Egg  Strain:  "the  business  fowl  of  the 
19th  century.") 

White  Wyandottes, 

(Brown  Egg,  Prolific  Laying  Slock). 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 


White} 


1  WYANDOTTES. 
LEGHORNS. 
PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

Although  a  large  i  ber  "f  orders  have  been 

booked  for  fall  delivery,  we  arc  si ii i  in  position  in  till 
a  few  more.  Write  now  if  you  waul  the  best.  No 
better  blood  in  America.  Our  prices  are  right,  our 
birds  are  white. 

MARION  POULTRY  YARDS, 

Rrookline,  Mass. 

HEILBORN'S 

Mammoth  Light  Brahmas 

have  been  admired  by  all  who  have  seen  them  al 
the  various  exhibitions,  where  they  have  won  the 
highest  honors  in  strong  competition.  A  few  extra 
fine  yearling  hens  for  sale  at  reasonable  prices. 

EDGE  WOOD  POULTRY  FARM, 
ARNOLD  HEILBORN,  Box  5G,  Providence,  R.  I. 

"210  EGG  STRAIN7' 

White  Wyandottes. 

Bred  for  utility.  Fiillcts  of  this  strain  mature  whM 
five  months  old.'are  of'stanilard  weight,  and  have  aver- 
aged 210  brotcn  eggs  per  year. 
Vigorous  cockerels  for  sale,  $3  and  S4  each. 

F.  E.  WOODS,  Natick,  Mass. 

Do  You  Want  Good 


from  the  winners  of  Hagerstown,  Pawtucket,  and 
Boston?    $2  per  silting::!  sittings  15.    stamp  for 
circular.       COLLINS  POULTRY  FARM. 
 Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

BLACK  LANCSHANS 

Exclusively. 

My  Langshans  are  winners  of  first  prizes  at:  Boston. 
Providence,  Worcester,  Westerly,  Pawtuckel  and 
the  great  Rhode  Island  State  Fair.  This  shows  the* 
quality  of  slock  I  breed.  I  have  a  few  of  my  this 
year's  breeders  for  sale  at  reasonable  prices  if  called 
for  soon.  Five  hundred  line  chicks  that  will  be  ready 
for  sale  after  October  1st. 

J.  S.  RKMINOTON, 

p.  o.  Box  186,  Greenville,  it.  I. 


WHITE 
BUFF 


MiO  fine  chicks  for  sale  after  Sept.  1st!  al&.o  a  few 
yearlings.  Orders  booked  now  to  lie  delivered  when 
you  want  them.    Write  for  prices  lo 

WILL  H.  RAYMOND, 
Box  est;.  Cent  ral  Tails,  R.  I. 

Why  Shouldn't  They 

be  large  and  vigorous,  bred  In  open  front  scratching 
shed  houses,  from  stock  that  went  to  laying  at  5 
months  old?  Reared  in  huge  orchards,  with  unlimited 
range.  If  cockerels  raised  that  way  don't  ptease  you, 
we  arc  ready  to  take  theni  back  at  our  expense., 

W.  Wyandotte.  B.  P.  Rock  and  Blk.  Langshans 
from  S2  to  $5 each,  ready  for  delivery  after  Sept,  jtt. 

PLEASANT  VALLEY  POULTRY  FA  KM, 

'Mpthtien. 
Address,  n   BATTY  BROS. 

Box  106,  Lawrence,  Mass. 
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Cabbages  for  Poultry. 

Written  for  Faicsi-Poultiiy. 

Poultry  men  are  agreed  that  in  the  cabbage 
tuey  have  almost  an  ideal  plant  to  furnish  a 
winter  supply  of  green  food  for  poultry;  but 
the  cabbage,  like  most  cultivated  vegetables, 
has  its  insect  and  fungus  enemies,  which  in 
some  localities  so  ravage  the  crop  as  to  dis- 
courage its  production.  The  matter  of  keep- 
ing them  through  the  winter  and  spring 
mouths  in  a  sound  condition,  and  in  such  a 
way  as  to  be  accessible  at  all  times  without 
regard  to  weather  conditions,  has  been  a 
serious  question  in  Xew  England,  and  the 
lack  of  its  thorough  solution  has  doubtless 
preveuted  many  who  wished  to  use  cabbage 
on  a  large  scale,  if  at  all,  from  attempting  to 
produce  them. 

For  three  years  we  have  been  successful  in 
both  growing  and  keeping  them  for  our  poul- 
try on  a  more  or  less  extensive  scale,  although 
apparently  we  are  located  where  all  of  the 
diseases  and  enemies  of  the  plant  abound. 
Thinking  perhaps  it  might  interest  others 
who  are  growing  this  valuable  crop  for  poul- 
try, I  give  you  our  experience,  which  has 
been  very  satisfactory  to  us. 

Perhaps  the  worst  disease  of  the  plant  is 
club  fool,  or  club  root.  This  is  a  fuugus 
disease  of  the  root,  which  early  makes  its- 
appearauce  and  causes  an  abnormal  growth, 
so  that  the  root  becomes  a  solid  mass,  often  as 
large  as  a  man's  fist,  stunting  the  plant,  which 
seldom  matures  a  perfect  head.  So  far  as  our 
experience  has  gone,  salt  has  proved  a  specific 
preventive  of  this  trouble.  It  is  sown  broad- 
cast over  the  ground  at  the  rate  of  four  hun- 
dred pounds  to  the  acre,  and  harrowed  in:  or 
it  may  be  sown  after  the  plants  are  set,  and 
before  the  first  hoeing,  and  cultivated  and 
hoed  in.  Where  this  has  been  done  there  has 
been  no  trouble  from  the  disease,  though  other 
parts  of  the  field,  where  it  was  not  used, 
would  be  badly  damaged.  For  this  purpose 
the  cheap  grades  of  salt  may  be  used.  We 
use  common  cattle  salt,  though  probably 
waste  salt  which  might  be  obtained  at  the 
markets,  would  answer.  As  the  disease  often 
develops  early,  a  dressing  of  salt  should  be 
given  the  seed  bed  where  the  plants  are 
grown. 

Another  disease  of  the  root  which  often 
does  much  damage  is  caused  by  the  cabbage 
maggots,  which  collect  in  large  numbers  on 
the  roots,  destroying  the  vitality  of  the  plants, 
and  causing  them  to  wilt  and  die  in  the  sun, 
even  after  they  have  attained  considerable 
size.  This  has  been  a  hard  trouble  to  reach, 
and  unless  takeu  iu  its  first  stages  is  beyond 
help.  Fortunately  we  have  escaped  any 
serious  damage  from  this  parasite;  but  a 
remedy  we  have  used  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  the  few  cases  on  which  it  has  been 
tried.  Make  a  hole  in  the  ground,  with  a 
sharpened  stick,  close  to  the  root  of  the  plant, 
and  a  few  inches  deep,  and  put  iu  a  few  drops 
of  bi-sulphide  of  carbon,  and  cover  again 
quickly.  The  chemical  is  very  volatile,  and 
immediately  penetrates  to  all  parts  of  the  sur- 
rounding soil,  and  some  is  sure  to  find  its  way 
to  the  maggots  and  destroy  them.  Bi-sulphide 
of  carbon  has  a  very  offensive  smell,  is  an 
anesthetic,  aud  should  not  be  inhaled  too 
freely,  but  its  offensiveness  is  a  guaranty  that 
it  will  be  kept  as  far  from  the  olfactory  nerves 
as  possible. 

Above  ground  the  insect  enemies  of  the 
cabbage  are  more  easily  handled,  though  some 
of  them  are  very  destructive  unless  taken  in 
time.  Of  these  the  green  worm  is  the  most 
common,  and  does  the  greatest  damage.  This 
worm  is  the  larva,  or  young,  of  the  rape 
butterfly,  a  small  pale  yellow  winged  variety 
with  a  few  black  spots  on  the  wings,  and  the 
body  and  head  of  the  butterfly  is  also  black. 
The  eggs  are  laid  on  the  cabbages,  and  the 
young  feed  on  the  inner  leaves,  and  penetrate 
into  the  head,  generally  ruining  it.  A  never 
failing  remedy  for  these  pests  is  Persian  insect 
powder.  Take  a  piece  of  burlap  twenty- 
inches  square,  and  on  it  place  a  quantity  of 
the  powder;  gather  up  the  corners,  and  you 
are  ready  for  business.  As  you  walk  through 
the  field  the  work  of  the  worm  will  be  readily 
seen.  When  an  infested  plant  is  discovered 
shake  some  of  the  powder  into  the  head,  and 
the  worm  does  the  rest.  Two  broods  of  these 
worms  are  produced  in  a  season.  Lice,  and 
any  other  insects  which  attack  this  crop,  are 
treated  iu  the  same  way. 


As  to  methods  of  cultivation  of  cabbage, 
they  are  very  simple,  and  the  crop  is  an  easy 
one  to  raise  aside  from  its  disease  and  insect 
enemies.  To  obtain  the  plants  the  seeds  are 
sown  iu  drills,  so  as  to  have  the  plants  good 
sized  by  the  tenth  of  July,  at  which  time  they 
are  transplanted,  if  iutended  for  winter  use. 
Large  plants  are  preferred.  They  are  set  in 
rows  three  feet  apart,  and  two  and  a  half  feet 
apart  in  the  row.  Holes  are  made  for  them 
with  a  hoe,  aud  if  the  weather  is  dry  we  put 
water  iu  the  holes  before  setting  the  plant.  In 
this  way  the  effect  is  more  lasting  than  if 
watered  on  the  surface  after  setting.  This 
crop  needs  good  fertilization,  and  the  products 
of  the  poultry  yards  can  be  used  to  good 
advantage.  As  to  varieties,  the  flat  headed 
kinds  are  preferred,  as  they  are  better  suited 
to  our  mode  of  storing  them,  which  i>  as  fol- 
lows: They  are  left  in  the  ground  as  late  as 
possible.  If  they  begin  to  crack  open  before 
it  is  time  to  take  them  up,  the  growth  may 
be  stopped  by  partly  pulling  them  up  aud  lay- 
ing them  over  on  one  side.  Enough  roots 
should  be  left  to  keep  the  plant  alive,  so  that 
it  will  not  dry  up. 

When  harvested  they  are  pulled  up  by  the 
roots,  and  takeu  to  the  forest  a  few  rods  from 
the  poultry  houses.  A  sloping  place  is  selected 
free  from  brush,  aud  the  cabbages  are  placed 
heads  down  upon  the  leaves  in  a  long  bed  run- 
ning up  and  down  the  slope.  They  are  packed 
closely  together  iu  beds  six  feet  wide,  and  as 
long  as  you  wish.  The  line  of  the  bed  should 
follow  the  slope  of  the  laud,  so  that  the  water, 
when  there  is  any,  will  run  beside  the  row, 
and  not  under  it.  The  forest  leaves  are  next 
raked  up  from  each  side,  and  thrown  upon 
them  until  they  are  covered  out  of  sight,  then 
a  few  pieces  of  brush  thrown  on  to  keep  the 
leaves  from  blowing.  Packed  in  this  way 
they  are  easily  taken  out  at  any  time  during 
the  winter,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  wait  for 
a  thawing  time  to  get  them,  as  when  they  are 
covered  with  earth  in  the  common  way.  They 
freeze  and  stay  frozen.  A  load  may  be  takeu 
out  and  placed  where  they  will  thaw  out, 
when  they  are  as  flue  as  when  placed  in  the 
bed.'  By  this  method  we  have  kept  them 
clear  through  the  spring  months,  until  other 
green  foods  could  be  readily  obtained.  The 
soft  poor  heads  are  used  first,  and  are  packed 
in  a  similar  way  on  the  north  side  of  the  poul- 
try house.  W.  L.  C. 

Storrs,  Conn. 


Shipping  Live  Fowls. 

I  have  seen  lately,  as  I  have  seen  and  com- 
mented upon  year  after  year,  during  the  ship- 
ping season  for  many  years  past,  large  numbers 
of  crates  of  live  poultry  sent  in  by  express, 
the  crates  weighing  twice  as  much  as  neces- 
sary. Many  times  they  consist  simply  of  a 
box  made  out  of  lumber  at  least  au  inch  thick, 
the  top  covered  with  slats  or  narrow  pieces  of 
board,  the  latter  often  twice  as  thick  as  neces- 
sary. These  coops  should  be  made  just  as 
light  as  possible  and  answer  the  purpose. 
The  bottom  should  be  tight,  all  the  rest  slatted, 
aud  the  narrower  the  slats,  the  better.  Lath 
makes  the  best  material.  The  coops  should 
not  be  so  large  that  two  men  cannot  handle 
them  readily  and  easily,  as  this  insures  more 
careful  handling.  It  is"  better  if  a  slatted 
partition  is  put  through  the  middle,  as  this 
divides  the  fowls,  putting  fewer  together,  and 
keeps  them  from  all  sliding  into  one  end  of 
the  coop  iu  a  heap  if  the  coop  is  tipped  up  ou 
end.  Many  fowls  are  suffocated  because  of 
proper  precautions  not  being  taken.  Food 
and  water  should  be  provided,  aud  the  coops 
should  not  be  overcrowded.  Great  loss  results 
from  overlooking  the  latter  precaution.  The 
fowls  should  be  graded,.also,  the  best  grades 
being  put  together,  and  chicks  aud  fowls 
packed  separately.  Don't  pay  heavy  express 
charges  ou  boxes  made  of  such  thick  heavy 
lumber.—  Rural  New-  Yorker.  i 


Good  prices  are  prevailing  today  for  all 
poultry  products.  Eggs  are  creeping  higher 
steadily,  aud  the  demand  is  brisk  for  good 
chickens  at  prices  which  must  yield  a  good 
profit  to  the  grower.  At  the  same  time  the 
eggs  must  be  absolutely  fresh,  and  the  chickens 
plump,  young,  tender  and  well  dressed. 
Appearance  has  much  to  do  with  palata- 
bility,  and  price  will  ever  rest  on  the  indi- 
vidual taste. —  Maine  Farmer. 


The  Care  of  Young  Stock. 

The  care  of  young  stock  at  this  season  of 
the  year  is  not  a  difficult  problem,  but  it  is 
one  which  requires  some  judgment.  Above 
all  things,  the  youngsters  must  be  kept  grow- 
ing. In  order  to  do  this  successfully,  free 
range  is  absolutely  necessary.  Let  them  roam 
where  they  will,  and  seek  the  food  of  the 
meadows  aud  orchards  in  their  own  way.  A 
morning  and  night  feed  are  quite  sufficient, 
and  they  will  be  found  at  the  feeding  post  on 
time. 

They  should  be  housed  at  night  in  such  a 
way  as  to  give  them  abundance  of  fresh  air. 
[  know  of  no  better  shelter  than  dry  goods 
boxes  turned  on  their  side  and  faced  up  with 
small  mesh  poultry  wire,  iu  which  a  door 
should  be  cut.  This  door  should  be  closed  at 
night,  when  the  chickens  are  roosting,  in 
order  to  keep  out  any  prowling  animals.  A 
piece  of  tar  l  ooting  paper  nailed  on  top  of  the 
box  will  make  it  rain  proof,  and  the  chickens 
will  remain  dry  and  comfortable.  As  they 
grow,  they  should  be  sorted  out,  thus  giving 
fewer  and  fewer  to  each  box.  They  will  thus 
avoid  crowding,  aud  it  will  amaze  anyone  to 
see  how  they  improve  under  this  simple 
process. 

The  young  males  should  be  separated  from 
the  females  at  once.  Place  the  males  in  an 
entirely  different  run  or  pasture.  This  fact 
is  generally  well  understood  by  'first  class 
breeders,  but  much  neglected  by  farmers. 

Frequently  youngsters  are  placed  iu  yards 
like  the  older  fowls.  This,  if  done  as  early  as 
the  present  month,  will  stunt  their  growth 
and  render  them  useless  for  early  egg  produc-  * 
tion.  Young  pullets  should  never  be  yarded 
until  they  have  become  fully  matured  and  are 
ready  to  lay.  Even  if  they  roost  in  trees  at 
uight  it  will  do  them  no  harm — in  fact,  on  the 
contrary  it  will  help  to  harden  them  and  make 
them  more  able  to  withstand  roup  and  other 
dreaded  diseases.  The  principal  object  to  be 
attained  in  the  growth  of  young  stock  is  to 
cultivate  frame.  Unless  the  frame  is  built  up 
they  cannot  carry  the  flesh  necessary  for  full 
development.  Therefore,  do  not  feed  too 
much  corn.  Wheat,  barley,  and  oats  are  all 
frame  makers.  A  little  corn,  and  especially 
if  cracked,  will  do  no  harm,  but  too  much 
will  put  ou  flesh  too  rapidly  and  stunt  the 
natural  growth. 

Grit  should  not  be  omitted  from  the  daily 
bill  of  fare.  If  chickens  are  running  on  gravely 
soil,  grit  will  uot  be  necessary,  but  if  running 
in.  pastures,  orchards,  or  meadows,  where 
stones,  coarse  sand,  etc.,  are  scarce,  then 
boxes  of  grit  should  be  placed  near  the  feed- 
ing posts.  They  will  soon  learn  to  find  it, 
and  it  will  surprise  anyone  to  see  how  rapidly 
the  grit  boxes  are  emptied. 

Because  chickens  have  free  range  it  does 
not  follow  that  they  will  find  fresh  water.  If 
a  stream  flows  through  the  run,  of  course  this 
is  the  best  possible  supply  they  can  have,  but 
otherwise,  fresh  water  iu  fountains  at  the 
feeding  posts  should  be  given  at  least  twice  a 
day. 

The  supply  of  bugs  and  insects  is  not,  at 
this  time,  as  plentiful  or  as  tempting  as  earlier 
in  the  season.  A  little  meat,  say  twice  a 
week,  mixed  in  the  morning  mash  in  the 
form  of  ground  beef  scraps  soaked,  will  be 
very  acceptable,  and  do  them  a  world  of 
good.  If  sheep's  heads,  fresh  from  the 
butcher,  can  be  had,  let  them  be  split  open 
and  thrown  in  the  run.  This  is  the  best  meat 
food  I  have  ever  used,  and  they  will  be 
eagerly  fought  for  and  devoured  by  the  entire 
flock. 

Chickens  still  with  hens,  late  hatched 
youngsters,  should  be  carefully  watched  for 
lice,  and  dusted  frequently  with  Lambert's 
death  to  lice. 

These  few  suggestions  will,, if  followed, 
improve  many  flocks  which  have  been  left  to 
care  for  themselves,  aud  the  extra  trouble 
involved  will  be  compensated  for  in  better 
stock  wheu  matured. —  E.  O.  ROKSSLE,  in 
Country  Gentleman. 


"ALPHA-DE  LAVAL" 
CREAM  SEPARATORS. 


Keep  the  youug  chicks  growing;  do  not 
allow  them  to  become  stuuted.  Rapid  growth 
produces  the  finest  show  birds,  as  well  as  the 
most  profitable  market  chicks,  so  the  advice 
to  keep  the  chicks  growing  is  good,  whether 
you  breed  for  the  showr  ring  or  for  market. — 
Jlass.  Ploughman. 


Do  Laral  Alpha 

"Baby"  Cream  Sepa- 
rators were  first  and 
have  ever  been  kept 
rjesr,  and  cheapest.  They  are 
guaranteed  superior  to  all 
imitations  and  infringe- 
ments. Endorsed  by  all  au- 
thorities. More  than  125,000 
in  use.  Sales  ten  to  one  of  all 
others  combined.  All  styles 
and  sizes  —  $.'<0.-  to  (225.- 
Save  $5.-  to  $10.-  per  cow 
per  year  over  any  setting 
system,  and  $3.-  to 
$o.-   per  cow  per 
year  over  any  imi- 
tating separator. 

New  and  improved 
machines  for  Is'.js. 
Send  for  new  Cata- 
logue containing  a 
fund  of  up-to-date 
dairy  information. 


THE  DE  LAVAL  SEPARATOR  CO, 


Randolph  &  Canal  Sts., 
CHICAGO 


74  Cortlanot  Street. 
NEW  YORK. 


Plainville  Farm 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS, 

Having  been  three  years  breeding  these  birds  ami  aim- 
inglothe  best' that  money  could  purchase  for  eggs 
and  broilers,  think  that  I  can  give  satisfaction] 
Chickens  hardv  aud  easy  to  raiee.good  layers  of  large 
brown  eggs.  Price  per  sitting  from  my  best  pens,  $2; 
incubator  eggs  per  hundred.  $6. 
HENRY  A.  HOLCUMB.  New  Hertford.  Mass. 

STANDARD  BRED 

WUite  Legnorns. 

Large,  vigorous,  extra  layers.  Winners  at  Xew 
York,  1895. 1896, 1897.  and  1S9S.  and  at  ISoston.  1897  and 
1898. 

Stock  and  eggs  for  sale. 

WHITING  FARM, 

Holyoke,  Mass. 

THE  IMPROVED  y  Jg  yQ  J| 
NCUBATOR 

Hatches  Chickens  by  Steam 
HHf3 Absolutely  self-reff ulntinc. 
The  simplest,  most  reliable, 
and  cheapest  nrst -class  Hatcher 
in  the  market.  Circulars  free. 
GEO.  ERTEL  CO..  Quincy,  111- 

COLDTHWAITE'S 

Continental 

Poultry 

Food 

A  balanced  ration,  composed  of  six  kinds  of  grain. 
Meal  and  Fish  meal. 

PRICE,  S1.50  PER  HUNDRED  LBS. 

GREEN  GUT  BEEF  BONE, 

Price  2J  cts.  per  lh.:  lots  of  10"  lbs.,  $2.  Grain  and 
Poultry  Supplies  of  all  kinds.  Samples  free. 

E.  H.  DOBLE  <fc  CO., 

West  Quincy,  Mass. 


1898 


Farm-  F  otj  l  t  r  y 


ai7 


Practical  Departments  in  Poultry 
Shows. 


Tbe  article  published  in  the  Country 
Gentleman,  from  which  Mr.  John  H.  Robin- 
son has  quoted,  and  which  he  has  -seen  lit  to 
criticise,  {vide  "  The  Shortcomings  of  Some 
Show  Managers,")  was  written  with  the 
honest  purpose  of  stimulating  the  practical 
departments  in  poultry  shows,' and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  criticising  practical  poultry- 
nun.  But  such  a  criticism  of  the  article  as 
that  made  by  -Mr.  Robinson  will  have  a  teud- 
deucy,  I  believe,  to  injure  the  good  the  article 
was  intended  to  promote,  and  to  interfere 
seriously  with  such  departments.  If  a  criti- 
cism had  really  beeu  needed,  and  had  been 
dictated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  help  on  this 
cause,  in  my  opinion  it  would  have  been 
advisable  to  quote  the  entire  article. 

That  a  mistake  was  made  in  conducting  the 
practical  department  at  Pawtucket  last 
December,  I  freely  admit,  and  no  one  regrets 
is  more  than  1  do;  and  yet  there  are  some 
mitigating  circumstances  that  ought  to  tie 
staled  before  the  final  judgment  is  made;  and, 
by  way  of  parenthesis,  let  me  say  that  the 
secretary  was  not  responsible  for  this  mistake, 
as  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  receiving  the 
exhibits  or  placing  them  when  received.  The 
facts  were  that  up  to  within  a  day  or  two  of 
the  opening  of  the  exhibition,  the  association 
expected  to  hold  it  at  the  Times  Building. 
At  the  last  moment,  in  order,  as  it  was  sup- 
posed, to  obtain  better  facilities,  the  place  of 
the  exhibition  was  changed.  Confusion 
necessarily  followed,  and -in  "the  grand  mix 
up"  the  secretary  and  the  practical  depart- 
ment got  lost.  The  secretary's  office  consisted 
of  the  top  of  a  shipping  coop,  and  the  practical 
department  had  to  take  an  obscure  corner. 
There  were  other  vacant  rooms  in  the  build- 
ing, and  in  company  with  the  president  and 
the  superintendent,  I  attempted  to  secure  two 
of  them  —  one  for  the  practical  department, 
the  other  for  a  secretary's  office;  but  the 
owner  of  the  building  would  not  let  them  to 
us  at  any  price,  and  we  had  to  get  along  as 
best  we  could,  which  was  extremely  poorly, 
without  them.  Never  before  in  the  history  of 
the  association  has  such  a  blunder  occurred, 
and  probably  never  again  will  occur.  This  is 
said  in  justice  to  the  committee  which  had 
these  matters  in  charge,  and  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  vindicating  wholly  the  "  bad  break  " 
which  was  made. 

But,  with  due  respect  to  Mr.  Bobinson,  for 
reasons  given  in  the  criticised  Country 
gentleman  article,  the  practical  poultryman 
is  not  fully  alive  to  his  opportunities,  or  at 
any  rate,  is  not  so  fully  alive  to  them  as  the 
fancier.  The  fancier  paid  an  entry  fee  of  two 
dollars  on  each  single  specimen  entered  at  the 
last  Boston  show.  What  entry  fee  did  the 
practical  poultryman  pay?  Let  me  quote 
from  the  official  catalogue:  "In  order  to 
encourage  this  department  of  the  Boston  show 
no  entry  fee  will  be  charged,"  and  none  was. 
The  exhibit  was  a  creditable  one,  and  it  ought 
to  have  been;  but  what  would  it  have  been  if 
an  entry  fee  hud  been  charged?  Does  Mr. 
Robinson  believe  that  there  would  have  been 
an  (finally  creditable  exhibition  then?  If  not, 
then  it  is  true,  despite  "  the  Shortcomings  of 
Some  Show  Managers,"  that  the  fancier  is 
much  more  alive  to  his  interest  in  shows  than 
his  practical  brother. 

And  I  would  not  have  this  so.  I  desire  to 
see  the  practical  department  as  interesting 
and  as  well  filled  as  any  department  at  all  of 
our  leading  shows.  I  believe  that  it  can  be  as 
well  filled;  but  if  it  is  to  be,  it  is  necessary 
that  every  one  who  thinks  as  I  do,  should  do 
his  level  best  to  urge  practical  poultrymen  to 
bring  forward  their  exhibits:  and  I  do  not 
think  that  the  best  way  to  do  this  is  by  calling 
down  the  managers  of  a  show  that  has 
pioneered  the  way,  for  one  mistake,  however 
unfortunate,  instead  of  seconding  the  appeal 
to  practical  poultrymen  to  exhibit  more 
largely.  I  have  always  regarded  practical 
poultrymen  as  a  level  headed  lot  of  men,  who, 
iu  order  to  be  reached,  needed  only  to  have 
their  shortcomings  pointed  out  and  their  real 
interests  indicated.  I  do  not  think  they  are 
so  thin  skinned  and  supersensitive  that  they 
will  resent  or  regard  as  "  intolerable"  a  true 
statement  of  their  failings,  especially  when 
this  is  done  with  an  honest  purpose  to  better 
their  position.    And  so  I  repeat,  the  practical 


poultrymen  ought  to  begin  early  iu  the  season 
to  make  preparations  for  exhibiting  at  least  at 
their  local  show,  and,  if  possible,  at  some  one 
of  the  larger  exhibitions;  and  1  predict  that 
unless  this  is  done  the  opportunities  for  so 
exhibiting  their  products  will  decrease  instead 
of  increase.  II.  S.  Baiscock. 


A  Food  Question. 


I  have  a  food  which  analyzes 


Mr.  Editor 
as  follows : 
Moisture, 
Ash, 

Crude  protein, 
Crude  fiber, 
Nitrogen  free  extract 
Crude  fat, 


7.71 

5.26 
17.7.") 

4.02 
;-)S.!)7 

5.2!) 


Will  you  kindly  inform  me,  either  by  letter 
or  through  the  columns  of  FARM-POULTRY, 
how  near  a  perfect  morning  mash  for  laying 
hens  it  will  make,  and  if  other  chemical 
ingredients  are  needed,  what  they  are,  and  in 
what  grains  they  are  found?  An  early  reply 
will  make  me  still  more  in  debt  to  you  for 
information  received  from  your  writings. 

East  Cambridge,  Mass.  F.  C.  B. 

[Answered  by  Prof.  A.  A.  Brlghara,  Rhode  Island 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station.] 

Here  is  the  chemical  analysis  of  a  so-called 
'Mood,"  and  from  this  I  am  asked  to  state  how 
near  a  perfect  morning  mash  for  laying  hens 
it  will  make.  I  have  several  times  iu  my  life 
wished  that  I  knew  everything.  I  wish  now, 
for  the  sake  of  the  questioner,  that  I  knew  all 
about  this  food  problem.  Concerning  this 
particular  food,  if  I  am  to  study  it,  I  wish  I 
knew  its  mechanical  condition,  its  constituents 
■ — animal,  vegetal  and  mineral ;  its  flavor,  and 
how  well  it  mixes  with  water  or  other  liquid. 
Then  I  would  like  to  know  whether  there  are 
wanted  from  these  laying  hens  eggs  in  largest 
abundance  for  market,  or  eggs  for  hatching; 
also  what  breed  of  fowls  is  to  be  fed,  and 
whether  the  birds  are  to  be  worked  as  egg 
machines  for  all  they  are  worth  until  worn 
out,  to  be  then  disposed  of,  or  are  to  be  care- 
fully managed  as  breeders  to  get  the  best  eggs 
for  hatching,  and  leave  the  egg  producers  in 
good  condition  for  future  breeding.  Further, 
are  the  hens  to  have  free  range,  or  large  yards 
and  plenty  of  green  food ;  or  are  they  to  be 
confined  in  small  space,  and  without  green 
food.  Then  I  wish  I  knew  what  the  hens 
have  previously  had  for  food.  Habit  has 
much  to  do  with  this  intricate  problem  of 
foods  and  feeding. 

I  will  suppose  that  we  have  to  deal  with 
mature  Leghorns  in  the  summer  time,  that 
they  have  practically  free  range,  plenty  of 
green  food,  fresh  water,  grit  and  oyster  shells; 
that  we  are  to  push  their  summer  egg  pro- 
duction all  possible,  and  that  the  feeder  will 
watch  the  effect  of  the  ration. 

Iu  the  first  place,  I  may  as  well  say  that  I 
do  not  put  much  faith  in  a  "  morning"  mash 
as  a  regular  diet,  preferring  as  a  rule  the  plan 
of  friend  Pollard,  of  Pekin  fame,  which  is  to 
feed  whole  grain  for  the  early  morning  meal. 
However,  let  us  study  this  food  further.  The 
chemical  analysis  of  the  food  resembles  that 
of  some  kiuds  of  dry  bakers'  bread,  and  comes 
very  close  indeed  to  the  composition  of  a  high 
grade  of  wheat  middlings.  It  is  rather  rich 
in  fat,  particularly  if  its  fat  is  all  digestible. 
If  the  protein  (carbohydrates  and  fat)  are  all 
fully  digestible,  this  food  would  have  for 
feeding  common  farm  animals  a  nutritive 
ratio  of  1:4.2,  which  is  very  narrow.  Sup- 
posing it  were  to  have  the  same  digestive 
co-efficients  as  wheat  middlings,  which  it  so 
closely  resembles  in  actual  chemical  composi- 
tion, its  nutritive  ratio  would  be  about  1:5. 
This  is  a  fairly  narrow  ratio.  For  laying  hens 
the  narrosvest  (most  nitrogenous)  ratio  on 
record  at  present,  that  1  call  to  mind,  is  one 
with  a  nutritive  ratio  of  1:3.3,  used  at  tbe 
New  York  (Geneva)  experiment  station  — 
(see  Bulletin  No.  57,  page  405).  It  was  "fed 
as  soon  as  warm  weather  began,  with  the 
expectation  that  it  might  assist  rapid  and 
early  moulting,  which  it  probably  did,  as 
most  of  the  fowls  had  new  feathers  by  Sep- 
tember." During  the  period  of  greatest  egg 
production  these  fowls  received  a  ration  With 
a  nutritive  ratio  of  1 :  5.2  to  1 :  5.5.  Again,  in 
feeding  capons  tbe  New  York  station  (Bull. 
126)  used  a  food  in  the  earliest  stages  of  feed- 
ing with  a  ratio  of  1:3.1,  and  gradually  wid- 
ened it  to  a  ratio  of  1 : 7.6  in  the  closing 
(fattening)  stage  of  feeding.     The  fle>b  of 


chickens  has  a  ratio  of  14.8  crude  protein  to 
l.l  crude  fat:  the  flesh  of  fowls  12.5  crude 
protein  to  10.2  crude  fat;  liens'  eggs  (exclusive 
of  shell)  12.1  to  10.2.  If,  in  addition  to  main- 
taining the  fowls,  we  wish  to  .secure  a  larue 
quantity  of  eggs,  suppose  we  use  a  trial  ration 
of  palatable  food  having  a  nutritive  ratio  ot 
about  1 : 5,  then  watch  the  bens  and  vary  the 
food  if  necessary  until  it  works  right.  There 
is  a  deal  of  guess  work  at  tbe  start,  and  the 
securing  finally  of  a  successful  ration  depends 
very  largely  upon  the  acutene>s  of  tlie  feeder 
in  watching  results,  and  varying  the  ration  to 
adapt  it  to  the  peculiar  and  particular  condi- 
tion of  the  ease  in  bund. 

Now  as  to  the  food  mentioned  in  the  ques- 
tion, I  should  not  hesitate  to  try  it  if,  when 
mixed  with  water,  it  makes  a  clean,  crumbly, 
appetizing  mash.  If  it  proves  too  fattening  a 
portion  of  wheat  bran  may  be  added.  Thus 
to  ten  pounds  of  the  food  an  addition  of  two 
pounds  of  bran  makes  the  nutritive  ratio 
1:4.9.  Ten  pounds  of  the  food  with  five 
pounds  of  bran  yields  a  ratio,  if  I  have  figured 
it  right,  of  1:4.75.  To  further  narrow  the 
ration  we  may  with  ten  pounds  of  the  food 
use  one  pound  of  linseed  meal,  and  obtain  a 
ratio  of  1:4.46.  To  widen  the  ratio  we  may 
for  example  use  Indian  corn  meal  at  the  rate 
of  one  pound  to  teu  pounds  of  the  food.  This 
gives  a  ratio  of  1:5.3.  If  the  questioner  is 
inclined  to  sit  up  nights  and  indulge  in  some 
fascinating  figuring,  let  him  send  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  1). 
C,  for  Dr.  Allen's  Farmers'  Bulletin  22,  on 
"  Feeding  Farm  Animals."  He  can  from  the 
tables  therein  contained  work  out  as  many 
interesting  trial  food  rations  as  he  cares  to, 
but  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  analyses  of 
the  food  materials  are  averages,  that  the 
digestibility  of  the  foods  stated  is  for  the 
larger  animals  of  the  farm,  as  determined  by 
many  experiments,  and  that  his  success  in  the 
use  of  his  trial  rations  will  depend  chiefly 
upon  his  own  acuteness  in  observing  and 
studying  the  characteristics  of  his  fowls,  the 
effect  of  the  food,  and  upon  his  intelligence  in 
modifying  the  ration  if  necessary  to  fit  all  the 
factors  in  the  problem.      A.  A.  Brigham. 


In  selling  eggs  at  market  price  the  question 
of  profit  hinges  on  the  cost  of  the  production 
of  the  eggs.  The  keepers  of  pure  bred  poultry 

—  that  is,  the  fancier,  who  raises  only  fancy 
stock  aud  who  gets  from  one  to  five  dollars  a 
sitting  for  his  eggs,  and  the  same  figures  for 
his  fowls  —  has  no  need  to  count  the  cost  so 
closely  iu  the  productiou  of  his  stock,  as  the 
prices  obtained  are  sufficient  to  cover  even 
extravagant  outlay,  and  to  leave  a  good  margin 
of  profit. 

With  the  marketer,  however,  it  is  quite 
different.  He  must  bring  his  bill  of  expenses 
low  in  order  to  realize  any  profit  in  eggs.  In 
this  connection  we  would  suggest  the  free  use 
of  one  of  the  modern  inventions  for  the  poultry 
yard — the  bone  cutter;  not  tbe  dry  "bone 
crusher,  but  the  green  bone  cutter,  and  the 
liberal  use  of  green  cut  bone  in  feeding  tbe 
laying  stock.  With  tbe  wTriter,  green  bones, 
fresh  from  the  butcher,  are  obtainable  at  fifty 
cents  per  one  hundred  pounds,  aud  their  value 
as  food,  in  the  production  of  eggs,  is  worth 
from  three  to  five  cents  a  pound.  In  fact,  in 
fresh  cut  bone  we  find  the  best  and  cheapest 
egg  food  that  we  can  buy.  There  is  certainly 
a  good  margin  of  profit  in  selling  eggs  at 
market  prices  when  the  beus  are  fed  plenty 
of  fresh  cut  cleau  bone.  Of  course  it  must 
not  be  fed  exclusively  ;  but  it  may,  we  believe, 
constitute  one-third  of  the  feed  given  the  hens 
without  any  bad  effects.  Too  much  bone  will 
cause  dysentery  or  bowel  trouble;  but  with 
the  coming  of  cooler  or  cold  weather  the  hens 
can  eat  a  great  deal  of  it  to  advantage. 

The  cut  bone  is  cheap,  and  it  stimulates  lay- 
ing wonderfully.  We  believe  that  every  per- 
son who  is  producing  eggs  for  market  should 
utilize,  as  hen  food,  the  cheap  and  wholesome 
bones  that  can  be  bad  at  any  butcher  shop. 

—  H.  B.  Geer,  in  Agricultural  Epitomist. 


THE  TURKEY  HILL  FEED  MIXER 

^.XjL  sizes. 

Reduced  in  Price  and  Improved  in  Quality. 

Mr.  Hunter's  comment  — "  I  bcllevo  this  to  be  a 
thoroughly  good  machine." 

W.  G.  PEARSON, 

New  bn  ryport.i  Mhhh. 

ORR'S  CLEAR  GRIT. 

Standard  for  finality.  100  lbs.  7.r>  cts. 
I).  LINCOLN  ORR,   Box  1,  Oit'S  Mills,  N.  Y. 


CLEANED  AND  FILLED 
In  a  Minute. 


The  latest.  chea|iesl  ami  best. 
Sec  tin  Ditme.  -I iei  whal  you 
wain.  Any  pbultrj  supply 
dealer— or  direct  from 

ATSATT  BROS., 
Mat  la  poise!  t ,  Mass. 

Send  for  Circulars. 


MINORCAS 

Black:  and  White. 

I  can  furnish  eggs  or  stock  of  both  the  above  vari- 
eties from  my  prize  winning  pens. 
 ■>.  \V.  11(11  II,  Turin,  N.  V. 

Mr.  GEO.  H.  NORTHUP, 

The  well  known  Minorca  breeder,  writes:  "Your 
ground  meat  Is  very  besl  I  have  ever  received." 
Others  say  the  same.  Price.  4<>  n>s.  Si :  or  $2  per  loo 
His.  A  few  hundred  choice  Pekln  breeders  at  very 

1  ow  prices  now.   Circular  frfee. 

J.  E.  STEVENSON, 

Columbus,  N.  »T. 


a 


THE  BENNETT  8f 
Jj   -MILLETT  CO,  M 

^GotJVERNEUB,  N.V.^.^, 

nreins  and  care  win  he  well  re 
value  of  onr  Pioneer  Clover  M 
ply  fowls  witli  clover  hay  that 


Don't  let  tbe  lice  eat  your  chicks,  and  then 
wonder  what  made  them  die  so  fast.  Listen 
for  the  plaintive  chirp  which  will  tell  the  story 
of  a  crowded  house  under  the  downy  feathers. 
Go  to  work  at  once  to  clear  out  the  invaders, 
and  make  conditions*  favorable  to  growth  of 
poultry..—  Maine  Farmer. 


"They  areainong  the  first  on  t lie  market,  are  Fought 
for  by  the  trade,  command  the  highest  price,  and 
give  the  best  of  satisfaction  in  every  way."  Tliey 
have  won  a  long  string  of  bine  ribbons  at  Kew  York, 
Boston,  Washington,  I).  C,  and  other  shows. 

Breeders  are  now  ready  at  reasonable  prices.  A 
free  booklet  gives  the  particulars. 

A.  J.  HALLOCK, 

Bog  li.  Speonk,  T,.  I.,  S".  V. 

PIONEER  CLOVER  MEAL 

Will  be  made  from 
the  very  finest  qualify 
of  clover  hay  that 
could  be  p i  o  w n . 
Every  hit  of  Ihe 
Clover  bay  wjs  will 
use  w  as  cut  when  the 

'"sun  shone,"  and 

cured  so  as  to  retain 
the  natural  green 
color. 

THE 
GREEN 
COLOR 

<if  our  Pioneer  Glover 
Meal  it  to  be  secured 
only     thrnimh  the 
most  careful  and 
painstaking  nieiliods 
of  en  ll  ing.  curing  and 
■  storing  ilie  bay.  Our 
paid  bx  the  increased 
pa  J,  as  It  will  thus  sup- 
is    green  as  grats." 

PIONEER  CLOYER  MEAL 

Will  make  liens  lay  in  the  winter  when  everything  else 
fails,  because  it  supplies  them  with  the  best  egg 
materials.  Our  Pioneer  Clover  lUeal  has  been 
endorsed  by  all  the  leading  poultry  editors  and 
writers. 

OUR  NEW  MACHINERY 

Is  grinding  Pioneer  Clover  Meal  finer  than  evei 
before.  It  is  now  as. fine  as  the  J^nest  middlings.  Send 
in  your  order  early  so  as  to  avoid  delay.  Boole  and 
Sample  free.  Freight  rates  are  very  lnw—100  lbs.  to 
Boston.  25c;  Chicago,  2GcM  etc.  Prices  50  lbs.  $1; 
100  lbs.  $2.  v 
THE  BENNETT  &  MIL-LETT  CO., 
Gouverneur,  N.  Y. 

Mnei's-HDer's 

"WINTER  LAYERS." 

MY  BARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS  aver' 
aged  18fi  eggs  in  18!)7.  I'ullets  commenced  laying  In 
September,  and  only  stopped  when  It  was  time  to 
raise  chicks.  Thev  are  above  standard  weight.  800 
cock'ls  and  100  pullets  that  will  improve  the  laying 
qualities  of  your  flock,  for  sale  at  52  to  $0  each. 

Choice  exhibition  birds  at  reasonable  prices. 

M.  S.  GARDNER, 

Jefferson  Co.,  Philadelphia,  N.  Y. 

THE  CROWN  for  cutting  green 

bones.  For  the  poultryman.  Best  in  the  world. 
Lowe«<  <"  prire.  Send  for  circular  and  testi- 
monials.   Wilson  Uroa.»  f.VSTON,  PA. 
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GENERAL   VIEW   OF  THE 


ARADISE   POULTKV   FARM,"    OF   STAV.ANGER,  NORWAY. 


A  Norwegian  Poultry  Farm. 

By  Gahuikl  I'KKSEX,  fcitavan^er,  Norway,  Europe. 
Written  for  Fakm-Poultry. 

As  captain  of  a  steamer  trailing  on  the 
southern  ports  of  the  United  States,  I  once 
got  hold  of  a  copy  of  your  valuable  paper, 
F AKM-Poi  1. 1  ky.  und  found  its  contents 
healthy.  Having  some  acres  of  very  suitable 
ground  at  my  home  in  Norway,  the  idea  was 
struck  to  utilize  it  in  a  better  way  than  before 
by  taking  benefit  of  the  heavy  paid  for  experi- 
ence of  American  poultrymen.  On  a  visit  to 
Chicago  in  1897, 1  got  a  chance  to  make  a  close 
inspection  of  a  so-called  western  poultry  farm 
only  a  few  years  old.  It  was  a  stately  concern 
as  far  as  the  arrangement  of  buildings,  with 
incubators,  brooders,  etc.,  and  pens  and  yards, 
north  and  south,  were  concerned,  but  by 
appearance  its  days  of  progress  and  profit 
were  counted.  The  manager  and  owner  met 
me  in  a  kind  manner,  but  I  was  discreet 
enough  not  to  ask  any  questions  why  his  fine 
establishment  was  undermined  so  soon. 

My  ambition  for  the  feathered  world  was 
cousecpjeutly  cooled  considerably.  The  next 
day,  however,  in  the  same  neighborhood,  I 
quite  by  chance  went  into  a  corner  butcher 
shop.  Talking  about  poultry,  the  owner  told 
me  that  he  had  a  first  class  incubator,  and 
worked  it  wit,h  the  very  best  results.  In  his 
kitchen  I  found  a  hot  water  Reliable  Incu- 
bator, and  in  his  yard  tine  and  lively  chickens. 
The  proprietor  told  me  he  intended  to  finish 
his  town  busiuess,  get  some  more  Reliables, 
and  make  a  start  for  the  country  as  soon  as 
possible.  With  proper  means  and  ways 
poultry  keeping  is  a  profitable  business, 
otherwise  it  will  run  a  man  down  in  a  short 
time,  was  the  conclusion  of  our  discussion. 
We  both  believed  in  the  superior  leadership 
of  the  Reliable  Incubator,  and  his  hatches 
were  the  best  known  yet. 

A  couple  of  years  later,  as  a  result  of  the 
foregoing,  an  interested  and  experienced 
poultryman  wrote  to  a  Norwegian  poultry 
paper  as  follows : 

"  From  Stavanger. 

"  Editor:  —  The  interest  in  poultry  keeping 
has  increased  considerably  over  here  in  the 
last  few  years.  Fanners  and  city  lots  people 
do  away  with  their  scrubs  and  go  in  for  thor- 
oughbreds, such  as  Leghorns,  Minorcas, 
Wyaudottes  and  Plymouth  Rocks.  Conse- 
quently the  egg  production  is  doubled  in  a 
very  short  time,  and  better  prices  on  all  lines. 
Several  things  prove  that  it  must  pay  very 
well  after  this  change  of  system. 
'  "For  instance,  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city, 
fine  and  well  arranged  poultry  plants  are 
coming,  one  after  fhe  other.  I  will  this  time 
mention  the  most  pronounced  of  them: 
'  Paradise  Poultry  Farm,'  mauaged  and  owned 
by  Captain  Gabriel  Perseu.  It  was  started  a 
couple  of  years  ago  on  a  basis  never  known 
before  in  this  place,  as  incubators  and  brooders 


were  to  be  used  instead  of  '  old  Biddy.'  Of 
course  a  lot  of  skeptics  had  their  own  thoughts 
about  it,  but  when  the  Reliable  Incubator  once 
started  its  function  ,  it  was  nothing  but  admired 
as  a  necessity  for  a  well  managed  poultry 
farm.  And  a  good  many  of  these  splendid 
hatchers  were  ordered  from  Quincy  in  a  short 
time,  in  spite  of  the  long  transport,  and  with 
equally  good  brooders,  the  Paradise  Farm 
was  in  a  very  short  time  inhabited  by  hundreds 
of  chickens,  and  as  they  were  growing  into  a 
fine  and  vigorous  stock,  there  was  only  one 
opinion  —  the  result  exceedingly  good.  The 


has  already  worked  up  a  profitable  lively 
trade,  and  its  front  position  claims  nothing 
but  sympathy  among  all  practical  poultry, 
friends  in  the  neighborhood,  as  its  leadership 
is  as  much  more  prominent,  as  a  similar 
undertaking  a  few  years  ago  broke  up  in  a 
short  time,  being  worked  in  the  old  style, 
buying  up  stock  instead  of  starting  as  above.-" 
I  have  only  to  add  that  I  never  regretted 
going  in  for  this  branch,  as  it  has  proved 
itself  to  be  worth  the  trouble  unavoidably 
connected  with  it.  My  stock — about  one 
thousand  —  consists  of  Brown  and  White  Leg- 


Dyspepsia 
Degrades 

its  "victims.  It  puts  them  in 
the  power  of  the  weakest  organ  of 
the  body  and  makes  them  its  slaves. 
They  must  eat  to  suit  it,  drink  to  suit 
it,  and  live  a  lenten  life  of  self-deniaL 

AVER'S 
PILLS 

have  cured  many  bad  cases  of 
dyspepsia — they  will  cure  you,  if  you 
are  suffering  from  that  disease. 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Anderson,  15  Williams 
Street,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  writes  : 

"  Ayer's  Pills  cured  me  of  dyspepsia 
from  which  I  had  suffered  for  three 
years.  They  beat  every  other  medi- 
cine." 

A  YER'S 
PILLS  Cure 
Dyspepsia 


PART  OF  THE   HOUSES   AM)   VARUS   OF  THE   "PARADISE    POULTRY    FARM."   IN  NORWAY. 


next  year  Mr.  Perseu  constructed  a  special 
incubator  cellar  and  a  splendid  brood  house, 
with  heater  and  pipe  system,  working  very 
well.  Incubators,  brooders,  heaters,  etc.,  all 
furnished  by  the  Reliable  Incubator  and 
Brooder  Co.,  Quincy,  111.,  took  a  medal  on  the 
first  exhibition  here  in  spite  of  their  foreign 
origin.  The  poultry  also  got  their  premiums, 
proving  that  artificial  hatching  produces  fine 
stock. 

"  This  practically  managed  poultry  farm 
stands  now  as  a  model,  and  its  handy  and 
good  new  buildings  are  well  worth  inspection 
for  anybody  interested  in  poultry  matters,  as 
they  can  hardly  be  excelled.  The  Paradise 
Poultry  Farm,  well  worth  its  name  for  its 
natural  beauty  and  its  well  laid  out  grounds, 


horns,  Black  Minorcas,  Silver  Laced  W\an- 
dottes  and  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  several 
pens  and  cocks  from  a  well  known'breeder  of 
Coventry,  England.  The  average  price  of 
eggs  is  twelve  ccuts  a  dozen,  and  chickens 
fifty  aud  seventy-five  cents  each;  eggs  for 
breeding  being  forty  to  sixty  cents  a  dozen, 
and  of  these  I  have  sold  thousands  this  season. 

"  We  have  au  import  duty  on  eggs  of  three 
cents  per  pound,  but  in  spite  of  this  we  have 
to  get  eggs  from  Sweden  and  Denmark  for 
about  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  annu- 
ally. This,  however,  will  soon  be  changed  as 
the  egg  production  increases.  As  a  proof  of 
how  soon  the  change  may  come,  we  will  only 
mention  Denmark.  This  little  country  did 
hardly  produce  eggs  at  five  per  cent  of  its 


home  consumption  twenty  years  ago,  and  now 
its  annual  export  to  England  alone  is  above 
two  million  dollars,  and  increases  rapidly. 
We  have,  in  this  country,  as  many  chances  to 
develop  this  side  of  farm  life  in  the  same 
manner  as  Denmark,  aud  with  proper  steps 
aud  patience  it  will  certainly  come. 

"  The  two  half-tones  I  send  with  this  were 
made  from  photographs  taken  last  winter. 

Gabriel  Persex." 

[Note. —  Since  the  foregoing  was  put  in 
type  we  have  seen  a  letter  from  Mr.  Persen, 
written  under  date  of  June  30,  in  which  he 
states,  ••  I  am  glad  to  report  that  my  Reliable 
No.  3  Incubator  has  given  splendid  results; 
my  last  hatch  was  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  chicks  out  of  one  hundred  aud  eighty- 
seven  fertile  eggs." — Ed.] 
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What  to  Do  for  Sick  Fowls. 


Confinement  Predisposes  to  Disease.— Hens 
are  Overworked  ;is  Layers. —  One  or  Two 
Years  the  Profitable  Limit. 


A  Connecticut  subscriber  says  :  "  My  fowls 
have  diarrhoea,  the  combs  turn  black,  ami 
they  become  droopy,  ami  die.  What  is  the 
probable  cause?" 

Without  knowing  how  the  fowls  have  been 
fed  and  otherwise  managed,  it  is  impossible 
to  state  with  certainty  what  was  the  cause  of 
the  sickness  and  death.  The  symptoms  named 
frequently  accompany  several  different  forms 
of  disease  iu  fowls. 

Disease  is  usually  caused  by  mismanage- 
ment of  some  kiud,  such  as  a  lack  of  pure 
air  to  breathe,  wholesome  food  to  eat,  clean 
water  to  drink,  and  sufficient  exercise  to 
keep  all  parts  of  the  body  in  a  healthful 
condition.  In  a  state  of  nature  animals  can 
secure  most  of  these  conditions  iu  ordinary- 
times,  but  when  confined  by  man  in  pens  or 
houses,  generation  after  generation,  till  the 
ability  for  self  support  and  self  protection  is 
lost,  then  they  become  subject  to  many  dis- 
eases that  are  caused  by  the  ignorance  or 
neglect  of  their  owuer.  Animals  at  large  can 
select  their  food,  but  when  confined  they 
must  take  such  as  is  provided  them,  whether 
healthful  or  otherwise.  The  appetite  of  a 
wild  animal  is  a  pretty  sure  guide  to  the' 
selectiou  of  a  "balanced  ration,"  so  necessary 
to  perfect  health,  aud  yet  so  rarely  provided 
the  domesticated  animal  at  the  hands  of  its 
keeper. 

Hens  fed  too  exclusively  on  corn,  and  con- 
fined at  night  in  close  aud  filthy  quarters,  can- 
not long  remain  in  perfect  health.  Diarrhoea 
is  not  so  much  a  disease  as  it  is  a  symptom  of 
disease,  the  real  trouble  being  indigestion  due 
to  the  use  of  improper  food,  or  to  a  weakened 
condition  of  the  digestive  organs. 

Black  combs  indicate  impure  blood,  due  to 
indigestion  aud  imperfect  action  of  the  lungs, 
liver  and  perhaps  other  organs.  Fowl  cholera 
is  a  contagious  disease  accompanied  by  symp- 
toms similar  to  those  named,  but  the  dis- 
charges are  usually  yellowish,  though  other 
diseases  not  contagious  sometimes  show  simi- 
lar color.  In  case  contagion  is  suspected,  the 
healthy  birds  should  be  separated  from  the 
others,  and  placed  on  clean  new  grounds, 
and  any  new  cases  of  the  disease  should  be 
noticed  at  once,  and  removed  from  the  healthy 
ones.  Contagious  diseases  are  often  spread 
by  sick  and  well  drinking  from  the  same 
water,  or  eating  from  the  same  dish. 

The  ordinary  treatment  of  poultry  is  such 
as  to  incline  towards  disease  and  premature 
'death.  Wild  birds  only  lay  eggs  enough  in  a 
year  to  raise  one  or  two  broods  of  young, 
while  we,  iu  our  wisdom,  force  the  domestic 
fowl  to  lay  nearly  all  the  year  through. 

We  overwork  and  not  infrequently  work  to 
death  by  crowding  the  system  with  stimulat- 
ing food,  aud  confiuemcnt  in  close  quarters. 
The  hen  is  probably  more  subject  to  disease 
than  any  other  of  our  domestic  animals.  Her 
egg  forming  machinery  is  delicate  aud  subject 
to  many  accidents,  especially  when  the  system 
is  weakened  by  improper  methods  of  feeding. 
To  secrete  the  material  for  a  large  egg  every 
day  and  cover  it  with  a  firm  shell  is  no  small 
draft  on  the  vital  forces,  and  unless  the  con- 
ditions are  made  favorable  by  intelligent  man- 
agement, the  birds  must  soon  break  down. 
Hard  worked  hens  at  the  best  must  be  short 
lived,  and  those  who  would  be  successful  in 
the  business  should  calculate  to  renew  stock 
often. 

It  is  the  old  fowls  that  are  most  subject  to 
diseases  aud  mishaps  of  various  kinds.  To 
make  the  most  from  fowls,  the  chickens 
should  be  hatched  early  enough  in  spring 
so  that  they  will  begin  to  lay  early  in  the 
winter  while  eggs  bring  the  high  prices. 
Then  if  they  are  killed  off  about  the  time  they 
are  ready  to  moult,  there  will  be  little  or  no 
lost  time  in  their  whole  lives.  The  percentage 
of  disease  will  also  be  much  smaller  than 
among  fowls  that  are  two  or  more  years  old. 
This  does  not  answer  definitely  what  was  the 
trouble  with  the  heus  in  question,  but  it  may 
put  the  owner  in  the  way  of  working  out  thit> 
answer  through  a  better  knowledge  of  the 
needs  of  fowls  as  compared  with  the  treatment 
tha'  had  been  giveu. —  A.  W.  Cheever,  in 
New  England  Farmer. 


Overproduction  of  Poultry. 

Overproduction  of  poultry  and  eggs  is  a 
possibility,  but  that  such  has  at  any  time 
occurred,  is  doubtful.  The  fear  that  the 
market  may  be  overstocked  has  deterred  some 
from  venturing  largely  in  poultry,  but  such 
fears  have  never  been  realized.  It  is  not 
unusual  to  find  the  market  full  at  times,  not 
only  of  poultry  and  eggs,  but  of  all  kinds  of 
produce;  though  there  is  a  great  difference  iu 
quality.  It  has  been  said  of  butter  that  there 
was  no  intermediate  kind,  as  butter  was  either 
good  or  bail.  If  not  of  the  best  quality,  it 
was  of  no  value;  and  if  but  little  inferior  to 
the  best,  there  was  no  place  for  it  whatever. 
Such  may  be  said  of  eggs  also,  aud  it  may  be 
exteuded  to  poultry. 

Quality  regulates  the  prices.  A  difference 
of  only  one  cent  a  pound  on  poultry  or  a 
dozen  eggs  seems  insignificant,  but  when  a 
large  business  is  conducted  the  difference  is 
great.  As  long  as  there  are  several  prices  for 
the  products  the  market  is  overstocked  with 
the  lowest  priced  articles  only.  The  best  will 
be  in  demand,. and  will  sell  for  all  that  it  is 
worth;  but  the  term  "  best,"  means. a  great 
deal,  for  it  includes  everything  pertainiug  to 
superiority.  There  is  a  large  field  open  for 
those  who  aim  to  supply  the  market  with  the 
best;  and  every  season  they  will  find  that  they 
have  room  for  improvement  in  order  to  excel. 
There  is  also  much  to  learn  iu  order  to  know 
how  to  provide  the  market  with  the  best,  and 
the  market  will  accept  it  readily  at  all  times 
and  without  regard  to  the  quautity  of  inferior 
grades  that  may  have  been  offered  for  sale. 

There  is  something  more  to  look  after  than 
feeding  aud  caring  for  the  fowls.  To  produce 
the  best,  the  heus  must  be  of  the  best.  This 
demands  the  use  of  the  best  breeds.  No 
farmer  can  afford  to  raise  chickeus  for  mar- 
ket from  the  common  stock,  for  the  reason 
that  no  system  of  feeding  will  enabb  the 
inferior  birds  to  equal  their  superiors.  With 
the  breeds  for  the  purpose  the  market  can  be 
supplied  with  something  choice,  and  there 
will  be  little  or  no  competition.  Overproduc- 
tion of  the  best  is  a  result  not  yet  attained. 
It  is  anticipated  by  many,  and  as  long  as  the 
farmers  will  not  improve  their  flocks,  the 
market  will  always  demand  more. —  The 
Poultry  Keeper. 


The  Next  Boston  Show. 

Readers  of  the  Sellable  Poultry  Journal 
will  be  glad  to  learn  that  Boston  is  in  a  fair  way 
to  actually  excel,  this  coming  winter,  its  great 
poultry  and  pet  stock  exhibition  of  last  Janu- 
ary, which  was  no  doubt  the  largest  and  best 
poultry  show  held  in  America  to  date.  Mr. 
Arthur  Sharp,  of  Oakland  Farm,  Taunton, 
Mass.,  general  manager  of  the  Boston  success, 
expected  at  the  time  of  the  writer's  visit  in 
July  to  go  to  England  to  visit  the  great  Crystal 
Palace  show  in  November,  in  search  of  "  good 
ideas"  in  the  organization  and  management 
of  great  exhibitions  of  this  kind.  Mr.  Sharp, 
as  well  as  other  leading  poultrymen  in  New 
England,  are  more  enthusiastic  this  season 
thau  ever  before,  and  Madison  Square  Garden 
must  look  to  her  laurels  right  sharply  if  she 
is  to  maintain  her  reputation.  Those  New 
Englanders  are  lightning  for  speed,  and  as 
solid  as  the  granite  hills. —  Iteliable  Poultry 
Journal. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 

Eggs.— Eggs  are  firm,  with  the  tendency 
of  prices  upward.  The  supply  of  strictly 
fresh  stock  is  small  and  the  demand  large. 
Sales  of  fresh  western  are  made  at  14@16Jc. ; 
eastern,  17<5)19c. ;  nearby  and  fancy,  20®23c; 
jobbing  prices,  l®2c.  more.  Befrigerator 
eggs  are  quiet  at  l^loc.  The  stock  in  cold 
storage  is  now  124,103  cases,  as  compared  with 
86,094  at  the  corresponding  time  last  year. 

Poultry.— Iced  poultry  is  arriving  freely 
and  chickens  and  fowls  are  easier,  but  turkeys 
are  scarce.  Fresh  killed  poultry  of  all  kiuds 
is  scarce,  and  if  in  good  condition  briugs  high 
prices.  Iced  turkeys  are  quoted  at  lOfflllc. ; 
fowls,  western,  9£si04c;  northern,  12@14c. ; 
fresh  chickeus,  17®19c.  Green  ducks,  10@12c. 


COMFORTING  WORDS  TO  WOMEN. 

The  Surgrioal  Ohair  and  its  Tortures  May  be  Avoided  by  Women  Who 
Heed  Mrs.  Pinkham's  Advice. 

Woman's  modesty  is  natural;  it  is  charming. 

To  many  women  a  full  statement  of  their  troubles  to  a  male  physician  is  al- 
most impossible.    The  whole  truth  may  be  told  to  Mrs.  Pinkham  because  she 
is  a  woman,  and  her  advice  is  freely 
offered  to  all  women  sufferers. 

Mrs.  O.  E.  Ladd,  of  19th  and  N 
Sts. ,  Galveston,  Texas,  whose 
letter  is  printed  below,  was 
completely  discouraged  when 
she  first  wrote  to  Mrs.  Pink- 
ham.    Here  is  what  she  says: 

"Dear Mrs.  Pinkham: — 1 
wrote  to  you  some  time  ago, 
telling  you  of  my  ills,  but 
now  I  write  to  thank  you 
for  the  good  your  remedies 
have  done  me.    I  have  used 
two  bottles  of  Lydia  E. 
Pinkham's  Vegetable  Com- 
pound, three  packages  of 
Sanative  Wash,  and  one  box 
of  Liver  Pills,  and  to-day  I 
call  myself  a  well  woman.  I 
suffered  with  backache,  con- 
stant headache,  whites,  sick 
stomach,  no  appetite,  could  not  « 
sleep,  and  was  very  nervous.  At 
time  of  menstruation  was  in  ter-  '  j 
rible  pain.    Your  medicine  is  ' 
worth  its  weight  in  gold.    I  never 
can  say  enough  in  praise  of  it.    I  have 
recommended  it  to  many  friends.    If  only 
all  suffering  women  would  try  it,  there  would  be 
more  happy  homes  and  healthy  women.    I  thank 
.you  for  the  change  your  medicine  has  made  in  me. 

Xiydia  E.  Pinkham's  Vegetable  Compound  and  Mrs.  Pinkhi',m's  advice,  hare 
caved  thousands  of  women  from  hospital  operations. 

The  lives  of  women  are  hard;  whether  at  home  with  a  ceaseless  round  of  do- 
mestic duties  or  working  at  some  regular  employment,  their  daily  tasks  make 
constant  war  on  health.  If  all  women  understood  themselves  fully  and  knew 
how  exactly  and  soothingly  Lydia  E.  Pinkham's  Vegetable  Compound  acts 
on  the  female  organs,  there  would  be  less  suffering. 

Lydia  E.  Pinkham's  Vegetable  Compound;  A  Woman's  Remedy  for  Woman's  Ills 

S.  C.  BROWN  AND  WHITE  LEGHORNS. 

We  have  them  as  good  as  the  country  affords.  Excellent  breeding  stock,  and  hundreds  of  fine  chicks  now  for 
sale.   Ring  Neck  Pheasants.  EGGS  SI  FOK  13. 

 CYPHERS  &  FISHER,  Washington,  (Warren  Co.),  y.  J. 


EVANS  VEGETABLE  &  ROOT  CUTTERS 


Hens  consume  large  quantities  of  grass  and  other  green  food 
when  they  can  get  it.    They  can't  get  it  in  the  winter  when 
every  green  thing  is  frozen  up.    Our  Vegetable  and  Root 
Cutter  supplies  these  deficiencies.  It  cuts  all  kinds  of  roots 
and  vegetables — beets,  carrots,  turnips,  cabbage,  potatoes, 
etc.,  into  fine  pieces  like  angle  worms.  All  fowls,  big  and  little,  eat  them 
easily  arid  greedily  and  thrive  upon  them.   They  double  the  egg  crop 
and  make  hens  lay  in  the  middle  of  winter  when  eggs  are  worth  the 
most  money.   Feeding  roots  thus  prepared  saves  50%  of  the  grain  feed. 
They  turn  easy,  cut  fast  and  last  indefinitely.   One  will  pay  for  itself 
quickly  in  the  increase  of  eggs  it  will  produce.    Made  in  four  sizes. 
 s  Price,  $1.  and  up    Leading  poultrymen  and  editors  endorse  it 

s»     j  Cl™ulars£ree-  EVANS  MANUFACTURING  CO.  Dept.  J,  Vpsilanti,  Mich. 


CIDER  and  WINE  MILLS,  PRESSES  and  SCREWS 

Small  family  sizes  to  power  machines,  capable  of  turning  out  EotolOO 
bbls.in  ten  hours.  Write  us  when  in  want  of  these,  or  HOKSK  PowKRS. 
Sawing  Machines,  Root  Cutters,  Barrel  Headers  and  Agricul- 
tural Implements  generally.  We  are  N.Jfi.  factors  for  the  old  reliable 

WHITMAN  AGRICULTURAL  WORKS,  rL%^Zne'fT^TX 

want  a  machine  and  the  capacity  desired  and  we  will  mail  you  free,  cata- 
■  rji»»^l  ogues  and  descriptive  circulars  and  quote  low,  for  cash,  or  will  sell  large 
fefi||_  machines  on  easy-terms— monthly  payments  if  desired.   If  interested  inEn- 
silage,  a  treatise  on  "Silos  and  Ensilage,"  48  pages,  also  the  "Illustrated  Cata- 
logue of  Ross  Ensilage  aud  Fodder  cutters,"  32  pages,  sexit  for  the  asking. 


JOSEPH  BRECK  &  SONS, 


FARM  CARTS  AND  CONTRACTORS 
SUPPLIES  A  SPECIALTY. 


47  &  54  North  IYLaxket  Street.  Boston.     When,  writing  or  ordering  please  mention  this  paper. 


YDUR  SERVANT  AND  PROTECTOR. 

No  home  is  complete  without  a  Scotch  Collie  dog  to  protect  it.  It  is  needed  as  a  companion  and  protector 
for  the  children.  The  useful  duties  they  can  be  taught  to  do  in  the  care  of  stock,  etc.,  is  simply  marvelous. 
For  the  best  that  cost  the  least  money  address, 

POTTS  BROTHERS,  Parkesburg,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 


HATCH  CHICKENS 


WITH  TUB  MODEL 

EXCELSIOR 

INCUBATOR. 

simple,  Perfect,  Self-regulating. 
Thousands  in  successful!  oper- 
vi'. n      Guaranteed  to  hatch  a> 
larger   percentage  of  fertile  eggs, 
at  lesB  cost,  than  any  other  Hatcher, 


WITH  TUB 


WOODEN  HEN 

Most  efficient  small  incubator  ever 
invented.  Perfect  in  every  detail. 
Just  the  thing  for  poultry  raising 
on  a  small  scale,  28  egg  capacity.   Catalogue  free. 


CEO.  H.  STAHL,  Patentee  and  Sole  Manufacturers,  114  to  122  S.  Sixth  &t»,  QUINCY,  1LU 
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FARM-POULTRY 

PRACTICAL  EXPERIMENT  CLUB. 

In  this  department  all  published  matter  pertaining  to 
the  Experimen  I  Club  and  its  work  will  appear.  We 
want  every  member  to  feel  perfectly  free  to  ask  ques- 
tions and  make  suggestions.  Discussions  of  topics  sug- 
gested to  members  by  their  own  record  sheets  are 
especially  desired. 

Foods,  Feeding  and  Eggs. 

Some  of  our  members  complain  that  they 
cannot  afford  to  feed  a  variety  of  grains  as 
recommended,  as  it  costs  too  much,  and  others 
say  that  they  cannot  always  obtain  a  variety 
of  foods. 

We  never  looked  on  feeding  a  variety  as 
expensive;  it  seems  more  like  economy  for  us 
to  do  so.  In  the  first  place,  the  fowls  do 
better,  and  there  is  less  sickness  where  they 
are  fed  on  a  variety  of  foods.  Secondly,  they 
give  better  returns  in  eggs,  and  that  means  a 
greater  cash  profit.  Last,  but  not  least,  it 
really  costs  no  more  to  buy  a  variety  of  foods 
than  it  does  to  buy  only  one  or  two  kinds  of 
.grain.  Where  only  a  few  fowls  are  kept,  the 
first  outlay  will  be  a  little  more,  as  instead  of 
buying  one  or  two  bags  of  grain,  we  have  to 
purchase  eight  or  ten  ;  but  the  fowls  will  not 
eat  any  more  food  because  of  having  a  variety, 
and  our  supply  will  last  longer. 

Just  at  present  the  relative  cost  of  the  dif- 
ferent grains,  bulk  considered,  is  about  the 
same.  When  we  count  the  food  value  we  find 
that  wheat  is  now  much  cheaper  than  corn. 
Here  are  some  prices  paid  by  us  for  grain 
during  the  present  month:  "Wheat,  per  hun- 
dred pounds,  §1.50,  (best  quality  of  white 
wheat  at  that) ;  best  heavy  clipped  oats,  per 
bushel,  35  cents;  good  sound  barley,  per  hun- 
dred pounds,  $1.10;  best  corn,  95  cents  per 
hundred  pounds.  Ground  grains,  corn  meal, 
95  cents  per  bag;  ground  oats  and  barley 
mixed,  90  cents  per  bag;  best  red  middlings, 
90  cents  per  bag;  fancy  shorts,  90  cents  per 
bag.  Small  potatoes  now  cost  us  25  cents  per 
bushel,  and  soon  we  shall  put  in  a  supply  of 
cabbages  for  the  winter  at  about  25  cents  per 
barrel.  Meat  meal  and  cut  bone  cost  us  about 
the  same  the  year  round,  about  two  cents  per 
pound,  and  as  we  do  not  allow  over  four 
ouuees  per  hen  per  week,  it  does  not  cost 
much. 

It  is  not  always  possible  to  obtain  a  variety 
of  grains,  but  there  are  very  few  grain  stores 
where  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  a  supply  of 
oats,  corn,  shorts,  middlings,  meal  and  ground 
oats,  and  with  these  and  a  plentiful  supply  of 
green  foods  you  have  a  fair  variety  that  will 
give  good  returns.  It  is  generally  possible  to 
obtain  at  such  places  an  occasional  supply  of 
wheat,  barley,  and  buckwheat,  and  the  observ- 
ing man  will  take  advantage  of  such  times  to 
lay  in  a  supply  which  will  greatly  add  to  the 
value  of  his  food  ration. 

In  looking  over  the  club  reports  we  find 
that  the  majority  of  our  members  who  are 
doing  well  with  their  flocks,  getting  egg 
returns  that  average  about  fifteen  eggs  per 
hen  per  month  for  six  months,  are  feeding 
some  modification  of  the. rules  giveu  in  F.-F., 
Nov.  15,  1897,  page  402.  This  is  encouraging, 
as  it  shows  that  Farm-Poultry  readers 
"  get  results." 

Some  of  our  members  are  getting  good 
results  with  a  more  limited  variety  of  food; 
and  for  the  benefit  of  those  so  situated  that 
it  is  difficult  to  obtain  a  supply  of  grain  in 
variety  ,  we  give  a  few  of  the  "  bills  of  fare" 
that  are  giving  good  returns  in  eggs. 

As  space  is  limited,  it  is  only  possible  to 
give  a  brief  outline  of  a  few  diet  lists.  "Where 
the  ration  is  similar  to  the  Farm-Poultry 
ration,  we  make  no  meution  thereof. 

1.  Pullets— W.  P.  R. ;  well  housed,  and 
'  cared  for;  plenty  of  grit,  shell  and  greeu 

food,  with  a  constant  supply  of  pure  fresh 
water.  Ration,  mash  nearly  every  morning, 
sometimes  boiled  oats  or  whole  corn;  noon, 
oats;  night,  mixed  grain  composed  of  two- 
thirds  corn  and  one-third  oats.  Mash  made 
up  of  equal  parts  bran  and  shorts  with  clover 
-hay,  P>.  P>.  P.,  with  table  scraps,  and  some- 
times bread.  Number  pullets  in  pen,  22. 
Average  number  of  eggs  per  hen  per  month 
for  six  mouths,  14. 

2.  Hens  and  pullets— W.  P.R. ;  well  housed 
and  cared  for;  fowls  have  Free  range  every 
few  days;  grit,  shell  and  pi'iie  water  in 
plenty.   Ration,  mash  every  morning;  noon, 


a  little  (about  half  a  pint)  of  wheat  or  barley 
to  scratch  for,  and  cut  green  bone  once  a 
week;  night,  mixed  grain  composed  of  equal 
parts  wheat,  oats,  corn  and  barley.  Mash 
half  the  time  made  up  of  equal  parts  bran, 
corn  meal  and  middlings,  and  remainder  of 
time  II-O  food.  Number  in  pen, 24.  Average 
number  of  eggs  per  hen  per  month  for  six 
months,  15. 

3.  Hens  and  pullets  — S.  C.  P..  L.;  well 
housed  and  cared  for;  grit,  shell  and  water 
in  plenty.  Ration,  morning,  irregular  alter- 
nation of  mash  with  potatoes,  wheat  and  oats; 
noon,  same  reversed;  when  they  get  oats  or 
wheat  in  morning,  get  mash  with  potatoes  at 
noon,  and  vice  versa;  night,  corn,  wheat  or 
oats.  Mash  made  up  of  shorts,  corn  meal, 
meat  meal  and  potatoes.  Number  in  pen,  15. 
Number  eggs  per  hen  per  month,  1G. 

4.  Pullets  —  S.  C.  B.  L. ;  housed  in  barn 
cellar,  and  have  free  range.  Ration,  morning, 
mash  of  some  prepared  food  mixed  with  meat 
meal;  noon,  wheat  and  oats;  night,  wheat 
mainly,  once  or  twice  a  week  a  feeding  of 
corn.  Number  in  pen,  130.  Number  of  eggs 
per  hen  per  month,  15. 

5.  Hens—  S.  C.  B.  L. ;  selected  layers; 
cold  house,  but  well  cared  for,  etc.  Ration, 
morning,  cooked  grain  once  a  week,  on  other 
days  mash  of  varying  composition,  sometimes 
contains  table  scraps,  vegetables,  old  bread, 
etc.;  noon,  green  bone  once  or  twice  a  week, 
oats,  wheat,  barley  or  green  food  :  night,  corn, 
wheat  or  barley.  All  mashes  have  alfalfa  for 
base.  Number  of  hens,  12.  Number  of  eggs 
per  hen  per  month,  19.  Wheat  and  barley  fed 
heavily. 

6.  Pullets  —  S.  C.  B.  L. ;  well  housed  and 
cared  for.  Ration,  morning  mash  of  greeu 
food,  middlings,  bran,  and  ground  barley; 
noon,  cut  bone  or  meat  twice  a  week,  wheat; 
night,  wheat.  Number  in  pen,  12.  Number 
of  eggs  per  hen  per  month,  14. 

7.  Pullets  —  Butt' P.  Rocks.  Ration,  morn- 
ing, oats  and  wheat  alternately;  noon,  mash 
of  equal  parts  meal  and  shorts,  with  scraps 
and  green  food  ;  night,  corn.  Number  in  pen, 
12.   Number  of  eggs  per  hen  per  month,  15. 

8.  Pullets  —  S.  C.  W.  L. ;  well  housed,  free 
range.  Ration,  morning,  mash  of  corn  meal 
mainly,  sometimes  bran,  sometimes  meal  only, 
wet  up  with  milk;  noon,  free  range;  night, 
mostly  cracked  corn,  sometimes  a  very  little 
wheat,  and  sometimes  plain  corn  meal  mash. 
Number  in  pen,  40.  Number  of  eggs  per'  hen 
per  month,  13. 

9.  Pullets  —  White  Leghorn.  Ration,  morn- 
ing, variety  of  mashes;  noon,  wheat  or  corn, 
sometimes  cut  bone  or  fish;  night,  wheat  or 
corn,  mostly  wheat.  Mashes  made  up  as  fol- 
lows: shorts,  bran  and  squash;  shorts,  bran, 
beets  or  turnips;  crushed  oats,  meat  or  cut 
bone,  or  vegetables  and  bran.  Number  in 
pen,  12.  Number  of  eggs  per  hen  per  mouth, 
16. 

10.  Hens  —  crosses,  mostly  White  Wyan- 
dotte on  Light  Brahma.  Ration,  morning, 
mash  of  equal  parts  ground  oats,  meal  and 
shorts,  with  table  scraps  and  animal  meal; 
noon,  cabbage  five  times  a  month;  night, 
mixed  grain  equal  parts  of  oats,  corn  and 
wheat.  Number  in  pen,  20.  Number  of  eggs 
per  hen  per  month,  15. 

11.  Mixed  hens  —  well  housed  and  cared 
for,  but  were  some  of  them  sickly  early  part 
of  year.  Ration,  morning,  mash  of  equal 
parts  table  scraps,  II-O  food,  and  wheat  bran  ; 
noon,  occasional  ruu  on  lawn,  wheat,  green 
food,  sometimes  corn  or  oats;  night,  heavy 
clipped  oats.  Number  in  pcu,  II.  Number 
of  eggs  per  hen  per  month,  14. 

12.  Pullets  —  B.  P.  R.  Ration,  morning, 
mash  of  ground  oats,  shorts,  fine  feed,  beef 
scraps,  cut  clover,  aud  vegetables;  noou,  oat- : 
night,  barley,  with  corn  once  a  week.  Num- 
ber in  peu,  12.  Number  of  eggs  per  hen  per 
month,  16. 

13.  High  class  B.  P.  R.  hens;  small  house 
and  yard,  plenty  grit,  shell  and  water. 
Ration,  morning,  mash  of  two  aud  one-half 
quarts,  one  part  meal  with  three  parts  bran, 
greeu  cut  bone  in  mash  three  times  a  week, 
cabbage  aud  beets  three  times  a  week;  noou, 
one  quart  of  wheat  or  oats  alternate  days: 
night,  about  two  quarts  corn.  Sheridan's 
Condition  Powder  in  mash  once  a  week. 
Nnmber  in  pen,  25.  Number  eggs  per  hen 
per  mouth,  19. 

14.  High  class  B.  P.  R.  pullets:  warm 
scratching  shed  house,  yarded,  plenty  grit, 


shell,  cracked  bone,  and  pure  water.  Ration, 
morning,  mash  of  wheat  bran,  ground  oats, 
corn  meal,  meat  meal,  and  a  little  Sheridan's 
Condition  Powder;  cabbage,  scalded  lawn 
clippings  or  fresh  green  food  mid-forenoon; 
noon,  wheat  screenings;  night,  mixed  grains, 
varying  composition,  mainly  oats,  wheat,  and 
corn,  sometimes  barley.  Number  in  pen,  45. 
Number  of  eggs  per  hen  per  month,  20. 

15.  Hens  —  B.  P.  R.,  comfortably  housed 
and  yarded.  Ration,  morning,  mash  of  equal 
parts  bran,  ground  oats,  middlings,  and  corn 
meal,  with  some  meat  meal  and  mashed 
vegetables  or  cut  clover;  noon,  cabbage,  tur- 
nips or  other  greeu  food  ;  night,  mixed  grain 
of  equal  parts  oats,  wheat  and  corn.  Feeds 
one  and  three-fourths  pounds  of  mixed  grain 
at  night.  Use  one-quarter  of  a  pound  of  meat 
meal  in  the  mash  each  morning.  Number  In 
pen,  12.  Number  of  eggs  per  hen  per  month, 
17. 

10.  White  Wyandotte  hens.  Ration,  morn- 
ing, mash  of  two-thirds  shorts  and  one-third 
corn  meal,  with  a  little  meat  meal  each  morn- 
ing; noon,  table  scraps  aud  green  food ;  night, 
oats  and  corn  alternate  days.  Number  in 
pen,  15.  Number  of  eggs  per  hen  per  month, 
15. 

17.  "White  Wyandotte  hens,  Hunter  strain  ; 
well  cared  for  and  housed;  plenty  grit,  shell, 
charcoal,  and  water.  Ration,  morning,  mash 
of  buckwheat  middlings,  wheat  bran  and 
middlings,  ground  corn  aud  oats,  with  meat 
meal  and  cut  clover  or  potatoes;  noou,  buck- 
wheat, wheat  or  oats  irregularly  alternated; 
night,  wheat,  corn,  barley  or  buckwheat 
irregularly  alternated.  Number  in  pen,  75. 
Number  of  eggs  per  hen  per  month,  18. 

18.  White  Wyandotte  pullets ;  small  house 
and  yard.  Ration,  morning,  mash  composi- 
tion not  given  ;  no  noon  feeding ;  night,  mixed 
grain,  equal  parts  wheat,  corn,  oats  and  bar- 
ley. Number  in  pen,  10.  Number  of  eggs 
per  hen  per  mouth,  14. 

19.  White  Wyandotte  pullets;  well  housed 
and  cared  for;  have  plenty  grit,  shell  and 
fresh  water,  and  an  abundance  of  green  food 
aud  vegetables.  Ration,  morning,  mash  of 
waste  bread,  corn  meal  aud  bran,  with  a 
little  cut  bone  or  meat  food  and  vegetables; 
noon,  mixed  grain  sweepings,  with  oats  or 
cracked  corn  in  litter  of  straw  and  chaff; 
night,  boiled  oats,  or  whole  corn-  alternate 
days ;  less  corn  and  more  oats  in  warm 
weather.  Number  in  pen,  20.  Number  of 
eggs  per  hen  per  mouth,  19. 

The  above  examples  were  selected  from  a 
number  of  good  oues,  and  the  best  feature  is 
that  though  the  figures  give  the  average  num- 
ber of  eggs  per  hen  per  month,  the  bulk  of  the 
laying  was  done  when  eggs  commanded  good 
prices.  All  the  fowls  were  well  cared  for, 
and  were  supplied  with  pleuty  of  fresh  water, 
in  most  cases  given  warm  in  cold  weather. 
Nearly  all  records  stated  that  grit  aud  shell 
•were  constantly  before  the  fowls.  For  the 
most  part  the  whole  grains  were  fed  in  some 
scratching  material,  and  the  hens  made  to 
work  for  it. 

Wheat  and  oats  seem  to  be  the  grains  which 
give  best  results  when  fed  heavily,  although 
corn  makes  a  good  showing  when  properly 
balanced  with  bran  and  plenty  of  green  food. 
Our  members  who  are  limited  as  to  grain 
supply,  should  find  in  the  above  nineteen 
examples,  a  ration  that  can  be  furnished 
in  their  locality.  The  variety  eed  not  be  so 
great,  provided  there  is  variety  of  food,  and 
the  stock  well  cared  for.  The  results  should 
be  fairly  good.  The  greater  the  variety  of 
foods  the  better  the  results,  seems  true  to  a 
limited  degree,  as  evidenced  by  some  of  the 
best  examples  giveu.  However,  we  believe 
it  can  be  overdone.  Some  meat  food  and 
plenty  of  greeu  food  is  a  necessity. 

While  we  have  given  the  above  examples 


Do  it  Yourself 


MUST 

WHITE  P. 


SELL  AT  ONCE. 
ROCKS. 


1 yearling  cock,  headed  a  pen,  .  .  S8.0C 
12  yearling  hens,— our  breeders,  .      at  $1.50 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

1  yearling  cock,  to  exhibit,   .     .     .  $ls.on 

4  yearling  cocks,  breeders,    .     $2.00  to  $5.0t> 

5  yearling  hens,  our  breeders,     .       at  $1.50 

BELGIAN  HARES. 

We  can  spare  a  few  pairs  of  young,  about  4 J 
mos.  old,  at  $1.75  per  pair  while  they  last. 
April  hatched  cockerels  and  pullets  which  will 

win  for  you.  will  be  ready  for  shipment  after 

Oct.  1st.  "Order  now. 

HOWLAND  &  WHITNEY, 

421  Green  Street,  Cambridgeport,  Mass. 


Anyone  who 
can  use  a 
hammer  can 
apply  this 
roofing.  Its 
wire  edge  makes 
it  more  dur- 
able than 
other  makes. 
It  is  money 
saved  to  use 


MEDAL  BRAND 

WIRE  EDGE  ROOFINC. 

It  costs  less  and  is  absolutely  proof  against  wind 
or  water.   Send  for  Free  Illustrated  Booklet. 

MICA  ROOFING  CO., 

 IsS  Devonshire  Si..  i.oKton,  Mass. 

It  is  the  finest 

BLACK  LANGSHAN 

COCKERELS 

you  waut,  aud  ought  to  purchase  this  fall.  They 
ought  to  be  up  to  and  over  standard  weights,  have 
good  comb,  color,  style,  and  shape  to  win  or  be  good 
breeders.  I  have  got  some  of  the  finest  for  sale  at 
prices  that  f  believe  to  be  lower  than  you  can  pur- 
chase elsewhere  for.  Send  for  circular. 

J.  H.  LORD,  Box  2rt.  Lawrence,  Ma«8. 


Our  Light  Brahmas  are  bred  for  strong  frames, 
hardiness,  good  winter  laying.  If  you  want  to  infuse 
new  blood  in  your  flocks,  try  our  cockerels.  S3  each 
for  best:  $2  each  for  next  best.  A  few  grand  year 
old  hens  for  sale  at  $2  each.   A  big  bargain. 

MICHAEL  K.  HOVER, 
 Hamrnonton.  Atlantic  '    ..  N.  J. 

NO  MOISTURE  USED. 


IPiOTjl  PEKIH  DUCKS. 

March  and  April  hatched,  $1  each.  Trice  advances 
so..n.    Bargains  in  WHITE  WYANDOTTES, 

prolific  layers. 

I.  F.  STOCKING  &  CO..  Monrrale,  X.  J. 

POSITIVELY  CURED 


PATARRH 


WHILE  YOU  SLEEP 

Uwith  home  remedies.  To  avoid  deafness,  consump- 
tion and  brain  troubles,  send  25c  for  15  davs' trial 
of  Dry  Method  Treatment.  Full  cure  *3.(X>.  Reliable 
service.   H.  \\.  Ass'n,  4601  Cbamplaia  At.,  Chicago,  Ills. 

FIRE-WEATHER- LIGHTNING  PROOF 

Black,  painted  or  galvanized  metal  ROOFING  and 
siding:  (brick,  rocked  or  corrugated). 

METAL  CEILINCS  AND  SIDE  WALLS. 
PENN  METAL  CEILING    AND    ROOFING  CO,,  Ltd. 

Write  for  (  alalo^ne.  Philadelphia. 

DECKER'S  NOVELTY  LEG  BANDS, 

for  poultry  and  pigeons,  l'ernta- 
nent  success:  live  vears  in  use:  a 
beautiful  hand  for  the  show  room; 
whiting  aud  a  damp  cloth  will  make 
them  shine  like  burnished 'silver; 
large  space  for  marking.  Bridge- 
port, Conn.— It  is  the  only  hand  I 
have  had  that  is  sure  to  stav  on. 
—  William  E.  Howes,  when 
ordering  mention  breed.  Trice.  25  cts.  per  doz.; 
40  cts.  for  two  doz.:  $1.25 per  inn.  Send  for  rlr. 
 W.  I.  I>l.'  Kl  I!  ,V  Cn,,  '  r.  --Uill.  X.. I. 

CUT  RATES. 

For  30  days.  Breeders,  vearlings  or  voting  stock  S, 
C.  W.  Leghorns.  Light  Brahmas.  Mammoth  I'ekln 
Diieks.Betgian  Hares,  fl  each.  White  Indian  Games, 
Holland  Turkevs.  Kmliden  Geese,  S'-' each. 

Prairie  Stale  sectional  brooder  complete  $20.  Order 
now  and  L'et  the  benefit  of  this  offer.  Circular. 

W.  K.  (T'RTISS  &  CO.,  PROP., 
Niagara  Kami.  Kansomville,  N.  Y. 

25  W.  P.  ROCK  n-:  ?.  ^ 

hens  and  one  cock  at  $2  each,  and  70  Belgian  hares  at 
$1  and  $2  each.   AM  first  class  stock. 

C.  A.  STEVENS  A  CO..  Wilson,  N.  Y. 

SINGLE  COMB  BROWN  LEGHORNS 

2^0  choice  young  birds  and  oO  hens  dirt  cheap. 

It.  HAYWARD  WALLIS,  Georgetown,  Mil. 

DO  I  I  CU  WHITE  CRESTED  BLACK 
rULIdn        and  BUFF  LACED. 

If  you  want  winners  or  to  improve  Your  stock  write 
me.  Nothing  but  choice  stock  kept.  Large  crests, 
beautiful  specimens,  and  elegant  phtmasre.  Send  for 
circular.  D.  LINCOLN  ORR, 

Boxl,  Orr's  Mills,  N.Y. 


1808 


Farm-Poultry 


321 


showing  good  results,  it  is  also  true  that  some 
of  our  members  are  feeding  rations  equally 
good  with  very  unsatisfactory  results.  It  is 
not  possible  to  determine  from  the  reports 
just  where  the  trouble  lies.  We  would  sug- 
gest that  one  or  more  of  the  following  causes 
may  be  at  the  root  of  the  difficulty  :  lice,  over- 
feeding, underfeeding,  want  of  exercise,  lack 
of  grit,  uncleanliness,  impure  water,  neglect, 
or  careless  management. 


Wantd  to  Joiu  the  New  Experiment  Club. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  see  by  last  issue  of  Farm- 
Poultry  that  you  intend  to  start  another 
Experiment  Club  October  1st.  I  think  it  is  a 
grand  thing;  it  has  been  a  great  help  to  me, 
and  I  would  like  to  join  at  that  time.  I  am  an 
amateur,  but  with  Farm-Poultry  for  a 
guide,  and  White  Wyandottes  for  stock  have 
been  fairly  successful.  I  commenced  by  set- 
ting some  eggs  May  6th,  1897,  from  which  I 
raised  sixteen  pullets.  These,  with  three  old 
hens  used  for  hatching,  nineteen  in  all,  made 
up  my  flock  of  last  winter.  Here  is  their  egg 
record  for  six  months  beginning  December  1st : 

December,  2!M  eggs;  January,  370;  Febru- 
ary, 328;  March,  388;  April,  253;  May,  262  — 
total,  1895  eggs.  H.  M.  C. 

Athol,  Mass. 

[The  above  letter  was'  received  before  the 
special  announcement oi  the  Experiment  Club 
had  been  printed.  We  had  a  number  of 
similar  letters  in  the  same  mail.  This  promises 
well  for  the  future  of  the  new  club.  We 
expect  to  go  on  record  October  1st  with  a 
rousing  membership,  and  we  are  confident 
that  the  Experiment  Club  will  be  bigger  and 
better  than  ever.  Send  along  your  applica- 
tions, and  as  soon  as  the  lists  can  be  made  out 
record  blanks  will  be  sent  you. —  Ed.] 


More  Good  Work  in  Utah. 

One  of  our  members  in  Utah  sends  us  the 
following,  under  "  Remarks,"  and  appends 
individual  hen  record  for  ten  S.  C.  Brown 
Leghorns,  for  July  : 

"  Plenty  of  green  food  this  mouth,  and  light 
feedings  of  grain  in  limited  variety.  Have 
found  no  lice  so  far.  Houses  get  a  good  going 
over  every  tenth  day.  All  hens  are  moulting 
some;  the  breasts  of  a  few  are  bare.  Some 
meat  and  a  little  milk  has  been  fed.  Not  a 
sitter,  and  all  young  stock  looking  well. 

"  Individual  record  shows  that  two  hens 
laid  two  eggs  each  on  separate  days,  in  both 
cases  one  in  early  morning  and  one  in  even- 
ing, with  a  blank  before  and  after.  This 
probably  happens  oftener  than  we  know  with- 
out keeping  individual  records.  This  pen  has 
cool  running  water  all  the  time." 

Copy  of  individual  record  ;  the  figures  indi- 
cate eggs;  the  ciphers  no  eggs: 

Hen  No.  1.— 0  11  10  1111110  110 
1  0  1  1  1  1  0  1  1  1  0  1  1  1  1  0  =  23. 

Hen  No.  2.— 1010101(70  10  1.010 
101101011010101  0  =  16. 

Hen  No.  3.— 1  11110110111111 
11110  110  10  10  10  1  0  =  23. 

Hen  No.  4.—  10  111110  1110  111 
1101110110102  0  01  =  23. 

Hen  No.  5.— 0  1  1  0  1  1  0  1  1  1  0  1  1  0  0 
111111110101011  0  =  21. 

Hen  No.  6.—  111011001111111 
1101110110111111  =  25. 

Hen  No.  7.'—  1  1  1  2  0  1  1  0  1  1  1  1  0  1  1 
1010111010111101  =  24. 

Hen  No.  8.—  1  1  1  1  1  0  1  1  0  1  1  1  1  1  1 
111101101  1  00  1  01  1  =  24. 

Hen  No.  9.—  1  1  1  0  1  1  1  0  1  1  0  1  1  0  1 
1010110111110  110  =  22. 

Hen  No.  10. —  1  10  10  10  10  10  10  1 
10  11  I  1  1  1  1  1  0  1  0  1  1  1  1  =  22. 

It  will  be  noted  that  hen  No.  4  laid  two  eggs 
on  the  28th,  and  none  the  day  previous,  or  on 
the  two  days  following.  Hen  No.  7  laid  an 
egg  each  day  the  1st,  2d  and  3d,  and  then 
celebrated  the  4th  by  laying  two  eggs,  after 
which  she  rested  a  day.  As  our  correspond- 
ent suggests,  it  may  not  be  so  very  unusual 
for  hens  to  lay  more  than  one  egg  in  a  day. 

We  hope  many  of  our  readers  will  take 
advantage  of  the  chance  now  open  to  join  the 
club  October  1st,  and  send  in  individual  hen 
records.  We  make  it  an  abject  for  members 
to  do  so  by  offering  special  prizes  for  individ- 
ual hen  records.  When  those  records  com 
uience  coming  in  we  expect  to  learn  something 
about  laying  and  layers. 


Leghorns,  Black  Spanish  and  Minorcas. 

Mr.  Editor:  — From  time  to  time  I  see 
articles  on  Leghorns  and  Minorcas.  In  1853 
I  was  in  the  employ  of  P.  &  C.  Co.,  running 
from  Southampton  to  Suez,  in  Egypt,  and 
we  used  to  procure  a  good  supply  of  poultry 
from  the  different  ports  we  called  at.  My 
father  being  quite  a  poultry  man,  1  took  some 
home  on  several  occasions ;  White  Faced  Black 
Spanish  from  Cadiz,  then  great  layersof  large 
eggs ;  Black  Minorcas  from  thd  island  of 
Minorca,  the  combs  of  which,  though  large, 
were  nothing  compared  with  what  we  see 
now;  the  Leghorns  from  Naples  were  all 
colors,  brown  predominating,  were  hardy, 
good  layers,  and  a  slightly  blockier  bird  than 
the  American  type,  but  not  quite  as  much  so 
as  the  English.  K.  F.  M. 

Wharton,  Pa. 


Shows  to  Occur. 

[Secretaries  of  Show  Associations  please  note 
errors  or  omissions,  and  forward  corrections. — Ed.] 

New  England  States. 

Nov.  29— Dec.  2.  Brockton,  Mass.  C.  H.  Pope, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  5— 10.   Hartford,  Conn.   F.  M.  Merritt,  Sec'y. 
Dee.  6— 9.  Clinton,  Mass.  E.  J.  Harris,  Sec'y. 
Dcc.6— 9.  So.  Fratalngham,  Mass.  C.  H.  B.  Chapin, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  7—10.  Fall  River,  Mass.  John  Crowther, 
Sec'y. 

-  Dec.  IS— 16.   Milford,  Mass.    W.  H.  Pyne,  Sec'y. 
Dee.  13—16.  New  London,  Conn.  C.  H.  C.  Pitman, 

Sec'y. 

Dec.  13—16.  Dorchester,  Mass.  Thomas  Leavitt, 
Jr.,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  14—17.  R.  I.  Poultry  Ass'n,  River  Point,  R.  I. 
H.S.  Babcock,  Sec'y,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Dec.  19—24.  Fitohhurg,  Mass.  Edw.  B.  Curtis, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  20— 22.  Rockingham,  Vt.  N.  L.  Divoll,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  27—30.  Haverhill,  Mass.  Geo.  G.  Greeninan, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  27—29.   Barre,  Vt.  C.  W.  McMillan,  Jr.,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  2S— 31.   New  Haven,  Conn.   M.  S.  Kirkwood, 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  3— 6.  Essex,  Mass.  A.  W.  Tyler,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  3— 6.  Worcester, Mass.  C.  A.  Ballou,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  4 — 6.  Daubury,  Conn.  Fred  Borman,  Sec'y. 
Jan. 10— 13.  Milford, N.  H.  E.  B.  Burns,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  11— 14.  Lynn,  Mass.  W.  F.  Craig,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  19— 23.  Boston,  Mass.  Arthur  R.  Sharp,  Sec'y, 
Taunton,  Mass. 

Middle  States. 

Nov.  23—26.  Johnstown,  N.  Y.  -H.  J.  Quilhot, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  6-9.  Troy,  N.  Y.  W.  T.  Lord,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  7—10.  West  Chester,  Pa.  E.  S.  Hickman, 
Sec'y,  Cheney,  Pa. 

Dec. 11— 14.  Fort  Plain,  N.  Y.  J.  H.  Fuller,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  2— 7.   Buffalo,  N.  Y.  E.  C.  Pease,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  9— 13.  Rochester,  N.  Y.  W.  O.  Ingle,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  17—19.  Newburg,  N.  Y.  H.  W.  Millspaugh, 
Sec'y,  Walden,  N.  Y. 

Jan.  17—21.  Elmira,  N.  Y.  E.  W.  Andrews,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  25—31.  TJtica,  N.  Y.  W.  J.  B.  Williams,  Sec'y. 
Holland  Patent,  N.  Y. 

Jan.  31— Feb.  4.  New  York  City.  H.V.Crawford, 
Sec'y,  Montclair,  N.  J. 

Mid-West  States. 

Nov.  15—19.  Crestline,  Ohio.  Frank  Slayback, 
Sec'y. 

Nov.  21—26.  Ashley,  Ohio.   W.  T.  Linn,  Sec'y. 
Nov.  29— Dec.  2.   Portland, Mich.   F.  C.  Hathaway, 
Sec'y. 

Nov.  29— Dec.  2.   Paxton,  111.  E.  B.  Pitney,  Sec'y. 
Nov.  29— Dec.  5.  Miami,  Ohio.   Anthony  Herzog, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  4— 10.  Sibley,  111.  W.  B.  Harvey,  Sec'y. 
Dec. 5— 8.  Wenona,  111.  L.  D. Brown,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  5— 9.  Oxford,  Ohio.  H.  D.  Gath,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  6— 9.  Sunbury,  Ohio.  A.  R.  Letts,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  6—10.  Prophetstown,  111.  D.  L.  Woodard, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  6— 10.  Dixon,  111.  H.  V.  Bardwell,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  7— 10.  Bunker  Hill,  Ind.  S.  M.  Newby,  Sec'y, 

Dec.  7—14.  Cleveland,  Ohio.  E.  J.  Morris,  Sec'y, 
1S7  Lake  Ave. 

Dec.  12—16.  Princeton,  111.  S.  L.  Smith,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  12—17.  Bloomingburg,  Ohio.  Earl  Shaw, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  12—17.  McCoomb,  III.  Chas.  W.  Griffin, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  12— 17.  Hoopeston,  111.  F.  H.  Ayres,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  14—17.    Sycamore,  Ohio.    E.  R.  Williams, 

Sec'y.  < 

Dec. 16— 21.   Toledo,  Ohio.   H.  P.  Tobey,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  19—24.    Jacksonville,   111.    Chas.  Reynolds, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  19—24.  South  Bend,  Ind.  Fred  F.  Willis, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  19-24.  Erie, III.  C.W.McCall,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  19— 24.  Thornton,  Ind.  W.  W.  Haller,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  20—24.  Roachdale,  Ind.  D.  H.  Harshberger, 
Sec'y,  Raccoon,  Ind. 

Dec.  20— 24.  Palmyra,  111.  S.  A.  Rigg,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  20— 24.  Xcnia.  Ohio.  A.G.  Spahr,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  20—24.  St.  Clairsville,  Ohio.  J.  W.  Riley, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  20—24.  Youngstowu,  Ohio.  E.  N.  Simon, 
Sec'y. 

Dec. 21— 27.   Caro.Mich.  E.  H.  Watson,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  26— 29.  Lansing,  Mich.  Chas.  H.  Crane,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  26— 30.   Blooniington,  III.  i.  E.  White,  Sec'y  . 


THE  AVODERN  5jOVE  POLISH 

Eiwmeiiue 

cTkeTo^  Every  Package  Guaranteed. 

LIQUID.      J-L-PReSCOTT  &  CO.,  NEW  YORK- 


If  your  hens  are  shedding  their  feath- 
ers and  not  laying,  they  are  out  of 
condition.  The  best  poultry  authori- 
ties say,  "when  hens  are  in  condition 
they  will  lay  perfect  eggs  and  plenty 
of  them."  Then  help  them  over  molt- 
ing time  or  your  egg  profit  will  be  lost. 

Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 

will  help  the  molting  hens.  The  pro- 
cess of  molting  is  a  very  exhausting 
one.  The  growing  of  new  feathers  re- 
quires all  the  nitrogen  and  phosphates 
in  the  food,  so  that  there  is  an  extra 
demand  upon  the  strength.  The  ele- 
ments needed  by  poultry  at  molting, 
in  addition  to  good  food,  are  contained 
in  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  to 
a  high  degree.  Thousands  of  poultry- 
men  have  proven  it  to  be  worth  its 
weight  in  gold  for  molting  hens.  It 
keeps  them  in  health,  helps  form  the 
new  plumage,  and  gets  them  in  con- 
dition to  lay  -when  prices  are  high. 
Hens  rarely  lay  when  they  are  molting. 


JOHN  R.  JONES,  of  Suffield,  Conn.,  says: — "I  find  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  fed  once 
daily  in  the  food,  very  valuable  for  molting-  hens.  It  assists  in  growing  new  feathers,  makes 
the  combs  bright  red,  and  gives  a  rich,  natural  gloss  to  the  plumage.  Have  used  it  for  years." 

When  your  hens  show  signs  of  molting,  feed  them  once  daily,  in  a  hot 
bran  mash,  Sheridan's  Powder.  It  will  help  your  hens  to  get  their  new 
coat  quickly  and  will  bring  young  pullets  to  early  laying.  Do  this  and  you 
will  have  as  others  do  who  have  tried  the  plan,  an  abundance  of  eggs  to  sell 
in  the  fall  and  winter  months  when  eggs  sell  from  25  to  45  cents  per  dozen. 

C.  A.  GRAVES,  of  West  Whately,  Mass.,  says: — "Sheridan's  Condition  Powder,  is  in  my 
opinion  the  best  egg  producer  ever  discovered.  I  have  fed  it  for  three  years  and  shall  con- 
tinue its  use  for  growing  stock,  as  it  helps  to  develop  and  hasten  the  maturity  of  pullets." 

J.  W.  HEGE,  of  Williamson,  Pa.,  says: — "I  received  $5.00  worth  of  Sheridan's  Powder  of 
you.  Began  to  feed  the  Powder  at  once.  Our  eggs  increased  three  times  the  amount  in  a 
monUVs  feeding.  I  can  say  if  the  farmer  will  begin  to  feed  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 
early  in  the  fall,  his  hens  will  be  ready  to  lay  daily  when  eggs  commence  to  rise." 

Sold  by  Druggists,  Grocers  and  Feed  Dealers,  or  sent  by  mail.  Large  cans  most  economical  to  buy. 

If  You  Can't  Get  it  Near  Home,  Send  to  Us.     Ask  First. 

We  send  one  pack,  25  cts:  five,  81.00,  A  two-pound  can,  81. 20;  Six,  $5.00.  Express  paid.  Sample 
copy  "best  Poultry  paper"  sent  free.      I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass, 


Dec.  26— 31.  Rockford,  111.  H.  S.  Crandall,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  26—31.    Springfield,  Ohio,    W.  11.  Holmer, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  28—31.  Ashland,  Ohio.  H.  A.  Nykrantz, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  28— Jan.  2.  Peoria,  111.  V.  Dewein,  Sec'y. 

Dec.28-Jan.3.  Bluffton,  Ohio.  D.J.  Kohl),  Sec'y. 

Jan.  2—7.  New  Albany ,  Ind.  Frank  Heck,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  3—6.  Grand  Ridge,  111.  F.  E.  McMullan,  Sec'y. 

Jan. 4— 7.    Boonville,  Ind.    W.  J.  Hargrave,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  4—7.  Canton,  Ohio.  J.  H.  Seeton,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  4— 9.  Sibley,  111.  W.  B.  Harvey,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  4— 10.  Detroit,  Mich.  F.  \V.  McKenzie,  Sec'y, 
Concord,  Mich. 

Jan. 8— 14.  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Jan.  9—14.  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Tlios.  W.  Pottage, 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  10— 13.   Lincoln,  111.  F.  A.  Hickman,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  10— 14.  Illinois  State  Poul.  Ass'n.  S.S.Noble, 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  16-20.  Carey,  Ohio.  W.  S.  Payne,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  18— 26.  Logansport,  Ind.  Sol.  D.  Brant,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  31— Feb. 3.  Henry,  111.  R.  Freece  Burt,  Sec'y. 
Feb.  7—11.  Washington  Ct.  House,  Ohio.  W.  R. 
Dolby,  Sec'y. 
Feb.  16—22.  Columbus,  Ohio.  J.  C.  Rowe,  Sec'y. 

Central  West  States. 

Nov.  14— 16.  Camesville,  Mo.  Mrs.  R.  O.  Wood- 
ward, Sec'y. 

Nov.  16—18.  Keota,  Iowa.   W:  S.  Gregory,  Sec'y. 

Nov.  17—19.  Montgomery  City,  Mo.  Miss  Lou 
Barker,  Sec'y. 

Nov.  21—23.  Villisca,  Iowa.  J.  Ewise.  Sec'y. 

Nov.  23—26.  Hampton,  Iowa.  C.  W.  Brotherton, 
Sec'y. 

Nov.  24— 26.  Kingston.  Mo.  R.  V.  Glenn,  Sec'y. 
Nov.  28—30.   Bennington,  Kansas.   Mrs.  D.  Collis- 
ter,  Sec'y. 

Nov.  29— Dec.  2.  La  Plata,  Mo.  E.  M.  Durham, 
Sec'y. 

Nov.  30— Dec.  3.  Independence,  Mo.  Wm.  Bostain, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  1—3.   Manhattan,  Kansas.  S.  J.  Norton,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  5—10.    Sedgwick,  Kansas.   W.  M.  Cougdon, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  6— 10.   Beloit.  Kansas.   A.  Whitney,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  12—15.    West  Liberty,  Iowa.   A.  H.  Floyd, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  12— 17.  St.  Louis,  Mo.  J.  H.  Ahreus,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  13—17.  Mexico,  Mo.  Emma  T.  Foster,  Sec'y, 
Borland,  Mo. 

Dec.  13—19.  Wichita,  Kansas.  Mrs.  H.  P.  Swerd- 
feger,  Sec'y. 

Dee.  15—17.  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa.  H.  W.  Conrad, 
Sec'y. 


Dec.  20—23.  Eldorado,  Kansas.  C.  H.  Pattison, 
Sec'y. 

Dec;.  20—24.  Hutchinson,  Kansas.  Geo.  C.  Reitz, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  26— 29.  Greeley,  Colo.  C.  R.  Beckley,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  27— Jan.  1.  Cottonwood  Falls,  Kansas.  CM. 
Rose,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  28— 31.  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.  Ed.  D.  Frock, 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  2— 5.  Stockton, Kansas.  N.  H.  Neher,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  2— 7.  Davenport,  Iowa.  J.  B.  Voss,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  2— 7.  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  C.  C.  Harris,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  5— 7.   Glasco,  Kansas.  M.  E.  Potts,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  9—14.    Topeka,  Kansas.    J.  YV.  F.  Hughes, 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  15— 21.  Lincoln,  Neb.  E.  A.  Pegler,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  16— 21.  Denver,  Col.  Frank  E. Kimball,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  16— 21.   Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.    C.  H.  Playter, 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  24— 27.  LeMars,  Iowa.  G.  A.  C.  Clarke,  Sec'y- 
Jan.  24— 28.  WinonavMinn.  Henry  Hess,  Sec'y. 
Feb.  6— 9.  McCook,  Neb.  J.  S.LeHew,  Sec'y. 

Southern  States. 

Oct.  IS— 21.   Hagerstown,  Md.    John  L.  Cost,  Supt. 

Nov.  2—4.  Hamilton,  Va.    R.  J.  N.  Rcid,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  12—17.   Birmingham,  Ala.  C.  IT.  Cole,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  2—6,  Oklahoma  City,  O.  T.  L.  F.  l.averty, 
Sec'y,  Guthrie.  O.T. 

Jan.  3— 7.  Memphis,  Tonn.   C.  R.  Barr,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  10— 14.  Nashville,  Teun.  J.  M.  Hopkins,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  10—14.  Washington,  D.  C.  W.  Seymour 
McLeod,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  10—14.  Little  Rock,  Ark.  W.  H.  Westbrook, 
/Sec'y,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 

Jan.  16— 20.   Louisville,  Ky.  W.J.Drulen,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  16—21.  Kingfisher,  O.  T.  H.  F.  Stephenson, 
Sec'y. 

Feb.  11—15.  New  Orleans,  La.  Geo.  E.  Eyrich, 
Sec'y.  Station  C. 

Pacific  Coast. 

Dec.  5— 10.   Oakland.  Cal.   F.  A.  Howsell,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  24—28.    Spokane,  Wash.    John  1..  Mercer, 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  31— Feb.  4.   Tacoma,  Wash.  C.  C.  Johns,  Sec'y. 
Canada. 

Jan.  5—15.  Toronto,  Ont.,  Can.  Thus.  A..  Brown, 
Sec'y.  London,  Ont. 
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Green  Wrapper 

ends  with  that  issue 
$1.00  to  renew— for— 


When   You  Keceive 

PAllM-1'OUl.TKYln  a  Green 
Wrapper  your  subscription 
lucre-lore,  please  send  cash 


We  Shall  Always  Stop  the  Paper  when  the 
time  for  which  it  is  paid  lias  expired :  so  that  to  avoid 
missing  numbers  all  should  renew  promptly. 

Get  a  Couple  of  Neighbors  to  club  with  vou, 
and  we  will  send  the  paper  to  the  three  parties  a  full 
year  all  for  $2.50,  cash  or  stamps,  if  all  sent  at  onetime. 

Change  in  Address  —Whi  n  ordering  a  change  in 
the  address,  subscribers  should  be  sure  to  give  their 
former  as  well  as  their  present  address,  or  we  cannot 
make  the  change:  our  list  is  kept  by  towns  first. 

Canvassers  Wanted  in  every'  town  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions. Terms  sent  on  application.  Liberal  com- 
mission paid  in  cash.  Send  for  our  Terms  to  Agents. 


THE   ADVERTISING  RATE 

Is  30c.  per  Agate  Line  Each  Issue. 
Fourteen  Lines  in  every  Inch  of  single  column 
space.   Seven  average  Words  make  one  line. 

DISCOUNTS  FROM  ABOVE  RATE  depend 
entirely  upon  the  amount  of  space  used  by  an  adver- 
tiser within  a  stated  time.   Send  for  Rate  Card. 

FORMS  CLOSE.— Ads.  must  be  received  by 
the  5th  and  20th  of  the  month  to  insure  insertion 
in  the  issues  of  the  lath  or  1st.  respective!^. 
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EDITORIAL. 

A  Promising  Outlook. 

The  indications  all  poiut  to  a  prosperous 
season.  In  the  business  world  the  general 
outlook  is  most  flattering.  Bank  clearings 
are  steadily  iucreasiug  in  volume,  railway 
earnings  are  likewise  increasing,  crop  reports 
generally  are  most  satisfactory,  manufacturers 
are  receiving  large  contracts,  and  jobbing 
houses  are  diligently  tilling  profitable  orders; 
in  the  business  world  the  future  looks  most 
promising. 

In  the  poultry  world  the  outlook  is  equally 
encouraging.  AYe  think  there  has  never  been 
a  season  in  which  active  inquiries  were  start- 
ing in  so  early,  and  when  there  were  so  many 
intending  buyers  looking  for  stock.  Xor  are 
they  intending  buyers  only.  AVe  hear  of 
many  good  sales  already  made,  and  have  heard 
of  two  that  might  fairly  be  called  great— one 
of  six  hundred  dollars  worth  of  year  old 
breeding  stock,  and  smother  of  four  hundred 
dollars  worth,  the  hitter  by  another  breeder. 
Of  course  such  transactions  as  those  do  not 
come  to  a  breeder  every  day, — there  are  not 
many  breeders  who  could  stand  many  such 
orders.  The  bulk  of  the  breeding  stock  that 
changes  hands  is  in  pairs,  trios,  and  breeding 
peus,  and  of  those  the  orders  already  booked 
are  numerous  with  breeders  that  we  have 
recently  met. 

We  cannot  but  think  that  those  who  buy 
early  are  wise,  because  this  year's  crop,  (if  one 
may  so  speak  of  it),  is  certainly  smaller  than 
usual,  and  once  the  stocks  are  exhausted  there 
is  no  replenishing  them  until  next  year. 
The  small  crop  this  season  is  due  to  the  poor 
hatches  of  the  early  spring,  and  while  not  a 
few  made  up  the  lost  ground  by  late  hatches, 
there  is  still  a  decided  shortage  throughout 
this  part  of  the  country,  at  least;  and  one 
intelligent  observing  breeder  with  whom  we 
recently  talked,  estimated  the  shortage  at  one- 
quarter  to  one-third  of  the  usual  number. 
This  may  be  excessive,  probably  is,  but  a 
considerable  shortage  is  conceded  by  every- 
one, and  that  shortage,  coupled  with  an  active 


demand,  is  practically  certain  to  stiffen  prices, 
and  those  who  have  stock  to  sell  are  in  a  most 
encouraging  position;  they  will  certainly  be 
able  to  pay  their  grain  bills. 

A  rather  unusual  feature  is  the  continued 
eggs-for-incubator-hatching  trade.  A  breeder 
told  us  last  week  that  he  had  recently  shipped 
a  three  hundred  egg  order  to  one  party,  and  a 
two  hundred  egg  order  to  another,  and 
refused  to  consider  an  order  for  five  hundred 
eggs  a  week  for  several  weeks;  as  he  was 
rapidly  shipping  off  his  old  stock  he  could  not 
now  accept  a  large  egg  order. 

These  things  are  straws  pointing  the  direc- 
tion of  the  prevailing  winds,  and  we  think 
they  clearly  point  to  a  healthy  condition  of 
the  poultry  business.  The  outlook  is  most 
promising  for  a  prosperous  poultry  year. 

The  Boston  Show  Premium  List. 

The  Boston  show  managers  are  busily 
engaged  in  preparing  their  premium  list, 
and  expect  to  have  it  in  the  printer's  hands 
before  the  end  of  this  mouth,  and  send  it  out 
by  the  middle  of  October.  It  is  their  expec- 
tation to  have  it  out  fully  six  weeks  earlier 
than  a  year  ago,  when  it  was  somewhat  later 
than  it  should  have  been. 

The  prospects  are  most  gratifying,  aud  the 
indications  all  point  to  a  greater  success,  even 
than  last  year.  It  is  the  intention  to  have 
both  the  great  halls  in  Mechanics'  building, 
which  will  avoid  the  necessity  of  using  the 
dark  and  somewhat  unsatisfactory  basement, 
and  bring  all  of  the  main  exhibition  upon  one 
floor.  The  managers  are  fully  alive  to  their 
grand  opportunity,  and  intend  that  the  Bostou 
show  this  year  shall  be  next  to,  if  not  even 
better,  than  the  great  Crystal  Palace  show, 
in  Loudon. 

We  understand  that  Mr.  Arthur  Sharp 
intends  visiting  Europe  in  a  few  weeks,  and 
will  "  take  in  "  the  Palace  show  while  there; 
perhaps  he  will  get  some  pointers  on  show 
management  which  w  ill  help  make  the  Boston 
show  still  better,  though  that  would  seem 
hardly  possible. 

Hard  to  Answer. 

Many  and  various  are  the  questions  that 
come  to  our  desk,  some  of  them  perfectly  easy 
to  answer;  occasionally,  one  that  it  is  practi- 
cally impossible  to  answer.  Here  is  one, 
about  poultry  papers,  that  we  have  been 
obliged  to  give  up,  aud  we  publish  it  here  in 
the  hope  that  someoue  better  informed  than 
we  are  can  furnish  an  answer : 

"  Mr.  Editor:—  Please  give  me  the  name  of 
one  or  two  poultry  papers  which  will  come 
within  a  gun-shot  of  F.-P.  for  good  instruct- 
ive poultry  articles.    Am  taking  the  , 

but  do  not  think  much  of  it.         A.  M.  G." 

Utica,  Mont. 

What  answer  can  be  given  to  that  question? 
There  are  papers  and  papers,  (about  seventy 
of  them),  but  our  friend  asks  that  they  shall 
"come  within  guu-shot  of  F.-P.  for  good 
instructive  poultry  articles;"  and  we  are 
obliged  to  confess  that  we  cannot  find  one  that 
tills  the  bill.  When  we  began  reading  the 
letter  we  instinctively  thought  of  one  which 
does  occasionally  have  instructive  articles, 

butlo!  that  one  paper  is  the  named 

by  our  correspondent,  aud  he  says  frankly,  he 
"  doesn't  think  much  of  it." 

Of  course  each  one  of  the  (about)  seventy 
papers  thinks  it  is  the  one  mentioned  as 
"  next"  to  F.-P.,  with  good  instructive  poul- 
try articles;  but,  look  over  your  pages, 
brethren,  and  see  how  much  of  such  matter 
which  the  public  is  hungering  and  thirsting 
for  you  are  giving  it.    The  readers  are  asking 

for  bread,  and  you  are  giving  them,  well, 

you  are  not  giving  them  cake. 

Chicken  Thieves. 

We  hear  now  and  then  of  nocturnal  visits 
to  chicken  coops,  but  a  raid  upon  some  chick- 
ens iu  a  neighboring  town  last  Sunday  morning 
was  the  most  audacious  thing  yet.  The  owner 
of  the  chickens  got  up  about  five  o'clock,  went 
out  and  fed  the  chickens,  aud  let  them  out  of 
the  coops,  then  went  into  the  house  and  laid 
down  for  a  morniug  nap.  A  few  minutes 
later  four  men  came  driving  along  the  road 
with  a  horse  and  wagon,  stopped  iu  front  of 
the  house,  and  three  of  the  meu  got  down  and 
'•went  for"  the  half-grown  chickens,  driving 
them  into  a  corner  aud  gathering  up  as  mauy 
as  the  three  of  them  could  carry,  probably 
two  dozen. 


It  was  all  done  in  a  few  seconds,  and,  of 
course,  wasn't  a  premeditated  raid.  The  pre- 
sumption is  that  the  men  were  going  ofT  for  a 
frolic,  (it  was  a  Sunday  and  holiday,  Labor 
day,  coming  together),  and  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity to  gather  up  some  nice  tender  chicken 
meat.  The  chickens  were  good  White  Wyan- 
dottes,  and  the  thieves  evidently  knew  a  good 
thing. 

Another  Paper  Ketired. 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Colorado  Poultry 
Journal,  just  received,  we  find  the  following 
somewhat  pathetic  "  valedictory  : " 

"With  this  issue  the  Colorado  Poultry 
Journal  ends  its  career  after  an  existence  of 
five  aud  one-half  years.  In  March,  1S93,  we 
issued  our  first  number"  in  response  to  a  call 
for  a  poultry  publication  by  some  of  the  then 
prominent  fanciers  of  this  city.  Our  first 
volume  consisted  of  a  20-page  paper,  size 
G  x  9  inches.  We  made  a  modest  start,,  and 
increased  the  size  of  the  Journal  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  second  volume  to  a  20-page  9  x  12 
paper.  The  number  of  pages  since  has  varied 
from  16  to  24,  as  occasion  demanded.  In  our 
salutatory  we  announced  that  the  success  or 
failure  of  our  publication  would  depend 
largely  on  the  patronage  of  those  who  had 
wished  for  its  publication.  Some  of  the 
breeders  stood  bravely  by  us,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  say  that  a  few  are  still  with  us. 
Many,  however,  deserted  us  soon  after  we 
began  our  publication.  Those  who  have  stood 
by  us  have  found  the  Journal  a  profitable 
advertising  medium,  and  will  doubtless  regret 
our  determination  to  suspend  publication. 
Our  determination  to  suspend  our  publication 
is  not  the  result  of  a  hasty  conclusion,  but  the 
result  of  due  and  cool  deliberation.  The 
Journal  has  never  proved  a  profitable  venture, 
aud  for  the  past  two  years  has  scarcely  held 
its  own.  Two  years  ago  we  had  about  con- 
cluded to  discontinue  our  expensive  hobby, 
but  decided  to  continue  iu  the  hopes  that  the 
breeders  and  fanciers  of  this  state  would  take 
a  greater  interest  in  our  work,  and  would 
eventually  give  us  the  assistance  which 'we 
felt  we  had  earned  and  were  justly  entitled  to. 
We  have  seen  the  poultry  industry  in  this 
state  gradually  grow  from  one  to  five  well 
established  associations;  that  the  Journal  has 
had  much  to  do  with  iucreasiug  the  number 
of  fanciers  in  this  slate  cannot  be  gainsaid,  as 
I  have  personally  assisted  in  organizing  several 
of  these  associations.  We  had  hoped  that 
with  the  growth  of  these  various  associations, 
the  members  thereof  would  assist  the  Journal 
in  the  way  of  securing  subscribers  for  and 
advertising  with  us." 

Farm-Poultry  has  more  than  once  spoken 
of  the  certainty  that  mauy  of  the  (numerous) 
poultry  papers  published  iu  this  country  were 
"  unprofitable  ventures;"  and  some  of  the 
papers  have  seen  fit  to  call  us  names  there- 
for, aud  intimate  that  we  were  "  mean,"  etc. 
Not  long  ago  the  Southern  Poultry  Journal 
hung  its  harp  on  the  w  illows,  aud  iu  one  of 
our  exchanges  just  to  hand  we  see  that  still 
another,  and  not  by  any  means  a  "  new  " 
paper,  is  for  sale.  What  do  these  things 
mean  if  they  don't  meau  that  what  we  said 
was  true?  We  urge  the  poultrymen  and  the 
publishers  of  the  poultry  papers  to  carefully 
consider  these  things.  The  poultry  papers 
are  unprofitable  because  they  do  not  attach 
themselves  to  the  public  want.  The  C'oZo- 
rado  Poultry  Journal  mau  says  he  hoped 
"  the  breeders  aud  fanciers  of  the  state  would 
take  a  greater  interest  in  our  work,  and 
would  eventually  give  us  the  assistance  which 
we  felt  we  had  earned  aud  were  justly 
entitled  to." 

Bless  you,  brother!  The  "breeders  and 
fanciers"  are  but  an  extremely  small  fraction 
of  the  people  of  your  state  who  ace  interested 
in  poultry,  anil  it  is  "the  people"  you  want 
to  interest,  not  the  "  breeders  aud  fanciers." 
Get  the  the  ear  of  the  people  aud  get  them 
interested  to  read  your  paper,  and  the 
"  breeders  aud  fanciers  "  will  put  in  their  ads. 
all  right;  you  can  trust  them  to  put  their  ads. 
iu  a  paper  which  is  read  by  the  people. 

That  tells  the  whole  story  in  a  few  words; 
"  breeders  and  fanciers"  get  tired  of  payiug 
ad.  bills,  aud  not  getting  their  money  back, 
aud  the  papers  that  are  not  read,  don't  give 
returns.  That  is  the  reason  tbey  don't  pay ; 
then  the  publishers  cry  out,  "I'm  not  sup- 
ported,"—and  valedictory. 


Septeml  jer  IS 

The  Results  (?)  of  Advertising. 

We  received  a  note  from  Mr.  W.  E.  Smith, 
of  South  Xatick,  last  week,  which  told  of 
satisfactory  results  in  advertisiug.  It  reads 
as  follows : — 

"I  have  sold  all  of  my  yearling  cocks  (White 
Wyandottesj  through  a  little  75  cent  ad.  in 

FAItM-l'OULTRY. 

F.-P.  is  a  bully  paper  for  good  results,"— 
and  the  next  day  received  another  note  from 
Mr.  S.,  enclosing  a  postal  card  he  had  just 
received  -from  St.  John,  N.  B.  The  eard 
reads  as  follows: — 

"  St.  John,  N.  B.,  Aug.  24,  1898.  i 

Dear  Sir:— I  see  by  Far.m-Poi  i.iuy  that 
you  have  some  fine  White  Wyandottes  for 
sale  cheap.  Well,  I  will  make  you  an  offer  of 
§3  for  two  yearling  hens  aud  one  cock,  but  I 
want  them  pure  bred  aud  good  size,  and 
want  you  to  send  me  something  that  1  can 
show  in  our  exhibition.  It  will  open  Sept. 
13th,  1898." 

A  trio  of  birds  fit  to  show  would  be  easily 
worth  $20,  ($10  for  the  cock  and  $5  each  for 
the  two  hens),  aud  yet  this  party  would  be 
dissatisfied  if  his  $3  trio,  (should  he  succeed 
iu  finding  one),  didn't  win. 


A  Few  Compliments. 

Has  Learned  From  It. 
I  have  learned  very  much  by  reading  your 
paper.  F.  H.  T. 

Sheboygan,  Wis. 

Instructive  and  Practical. 

I  read  each  number  of  Farm-Poultry  with 
increasing  interest.  It  is  the  most  instructive 
and  practical  poultry  paper  that  I  have  ever 
read.  Miss  H. 

Framingham,  Mass. 

Is  of  Value. 

Farm-Poultry  is  the  one  paper  of  value 
to  the  poultry  raiser  among  the  dozens  pub- 
lished. I  would  not  be  without  it  for  many 
times  the  subscription  price.         H.  W.  F. 

Providence,  R.  I. 

Finds  Valuable  Hints. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  mauy  valuable 
hints  in  your  paper.   1  like  your  answers  to 
correspondents  very  much :  have  gained 
great  deal  of  information  from  them. 
~  Eufaula,  Ala.  R.  C.  H. 

Gives  Practical  Information. 

I  am  a  constant  reader  of  Farm-Poultry 
aud  would  not  be  without  it  for  many  times 
the  price.  You  certainly  have  struck  the 
right  note  in  giving  the  people  practical 
information.  E.  T.  R. 

Closter,  N.  J. 

Is  the  Best. 

I  have  been  subscribing  for  your  paper 
indirectly,  joiniug  with  Capt.  H.,  he  keep- 
iug  one  paper  and  I  the  other.  Now  I  wish 
to  subscribe  for  it  myself,  as  it  is  the  best  and 
cleanest  poultry  reading  one  can  have  in  his 
family.  Please  send  me  the  back  numbers 
from  January  1st.  J.  P.  F.  M. 

Brooklyn,  St.  Y. 

Enjoys  It. 

I  always  enjoy  reading  Farm-Poultry, 
aud  fully  believe  there  is  no  poultry  paper  to 
equal  it;  at  least  1  never  met  any  yet,  although 
I  am  reading  several,  which  I  will  stop  at  end 
of  this  year:  shall  stop  everything  with  the 
exceptiou  of  your  valuable  paper. 

Tampa,  Florida.  Dr.  S.  L. 


Heads  Farm-Poultry. 

AVe  had  a  long  letter  from  a  New  Jersey 
reader,  asking  questions  about  late  hatching 
of  chicks,  and  in  the  next  day's  mail  received 
the  following  letter,  which  certainly  proves 
that  Mr.  S.  jeads  Farm-Poultry,  and  appre- 
ciates it :  — 

Mr.  Editor:—  Since  w-ritiug  mine  of  yester- 
day's date,  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
reading  your  issue  of  August  loth,  which 
only  reached  me  on  Saturday  eveniug,  anil 
find  on  page  292  thereof  the  answer  to  my 
question  of  yesterday,  and,  by  a  coincidence 
it  is  in  answer  to  an  inquirer  in  the  next  town 
to  me,  M.  C.  S.,  Bogota,  X.  J.  Must  hun 
him  up. 

I  write  now  to  save  you  the  trouble  of 
agaiu  answering  a  similar  inquiry,  or  referring 
me  to  your  auswer  to  M.  C.  S.  With  best 
wishes.  Very  truly  yours, 

Ridgefield  Park,  N.  J.  AT.  L 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 


Correspondents  who  enclose  stamps  for  reply  receive 
immediate  ansirers  by  mail.  When  no  stamps  are 
enclosed  questions  which  are  of  general  interest  and 
have  not  recently  appeared  here  are  printed  Kith 
ansirers  in  this  department.  Several  correspondents 
sometimes  write  at  about  the  same  time  to  ask  the  same 
question.  Of  course  only  one  inquiry  is  printed.  Look 
for  the  answer  to  your  question,  not  for  your  initials 
and  residence. 


Questions  Brit-fly  Answered. 

I  Any  of  the  numbers  of  Farm-Poultry  referred 
to  below,  will  be  supplied  at  the  rate  of  five  cents 
each]. 

Rhode  Island  Reds.  —  (C.  H.  D.,  Attle- 
boro,  Mass.):  You  will  find  a  brief  history 
of  tbe  K.  I.  Keils  on  page  308,  Sept.  1st 
number,  which  number  you  probably  had 
not  read  when  your  card  was  written. 

Liver  Disease. —  (J.  S.  C,  Rochester,  N. 
H.)  :    Your  fowls  that  mope  around  and  have, 
yellow  green  discharge  from  the  bowels  have 
liver  disease.   See  "  Liver  Disease,"  page  243, 
July  1st,  '98,  F.-P. 

Limber  Neck.— (O.  H.,  Perth  Amboy,  N. 
J.):  Your  fowls  have  what  is  known  as 
limber  neck,  said  to  be  caused  by  fowls  eating 
dead  animal  matter  containing  maggots.  Try 
giving  them  three  or  four  drops  of  spirits  of 
turpentine  in  a  little  water. 

Poultry  Fattening.  —  (J.  N.  S.,  Still- 
water, Minn.):  The  best  literature  of  this 
subject  is  "  Poultry  Fattening,"  by  Edward 
Browu,  Esq.,F.  L.  S.,  price  50c,  which  we 
will  send  you  on  receipt  of  price,  and  a  series 
of  articles,  "  Specially  Fatted  Poultry,"  pub- 
lished in  F.-P.,  Nov.  15,  Dee.  1  and  15,  '97 ; 
Jan.  1  aud  15,  Feb.  15,  and  March  1,  '98. 


Chicks  Poorly  Feathered. 
Mr.  Editor:— I  take  your  paper,  aud  like  it  very 
much. 

1st.  I  have  some  chickens  iu  each  brood,  that, 
instead  of  feathering  out,  become  naked.  They 
appear  smart,  eat  well,  and  grow,  but  are  dreadful 
looking.  Looks  to  me  like  skiu  disease.  I  have  six 
White  Wyaudottes,  aud  four  are  poorly  feathered.  I 
have  others  with  Wyandotte  blood  in  them,  and  they 
are  half  naked.  What  is  the  cause  of  it,  and  what  the 
cure? 

2d.  When  it  is  said  that  chickens  ten  weeks  old 
should  weigh  one  and  a  half  to  two  pounds,  does  it 
mean  undrawn,  with  feet  and  heads  on  ? 

3d.  I  have  tried  to  pluck  dry,  but  find  it  a  tedious 
process.  How  can  I  learn  the  act?  I  am  told' that 
dry  plucking  can  be  quicker  and  easier  done  than  by 
scalding.  Is  it  acquired  only  by  practice? 

Andover,  X.  B.  A  Beginner. 

1st.  In  this  ease  should  think  it  was  clue  to 
some  inherited  peculiarity  of  the  chicks. 
Some  chicks  feather  faster  than  others,  just 
as  some  children  get  their  teeth  earlier  than 
others.  It  may  be  due  to  a  minute  parasite 
called  the  depluming  mite,  described  in  the 
articles  on  "  Insects  Affecting  Poultry," 
though  we  do  not  think  it  likely.  Feed  a  little 
linseed  meal  or  oil  cake  in  their  mash. 

2d.  Yes,  but  the  crop  aud  entrails  should 
be  empty. 

3d.  Get  some  one  who  knows  how,  to  give 
you  a  few  lessons.  It  takes  practice  to  make 
perfect,  as  in  everything  else  worth  doing. 


Leg  Weakness  iu  Chicks. 
Mr.  Editor:— We  have  a  flock  of  sixty  White  Wyan- 
dotles  aud  White  Leghorns,  about  three  mouths  old 
aud  weighing  from  three  to  four  pounds  each.  They 
lose  the  use  of  their  legs,  aud  have  a  diarrhoea.  After 
moping  about  for  several  days,  they  die.  I  feed  them 
wheal  and  buckwheat,  and  give  milk  and  table  scraps. 
They  roost  in  a  dry  coop,  aud  have  been  shut  in  the 
park  for  a  few  works,  but  are  let  out  a  while  each  day. 
They  have  plenty  of  fresh  water.  BEGINNER. 

Leg  weakness  is  a  common  ailment  in  chicks 
which  have  grown  fast.  Sometimes  it  is  due 
to  a  hereditary  predisposition,  tbe  breeding 
stock  having  been  subject  to  same  trouble. 
More  often  the  cause  is  coo  much  fattening 
food,  and  not  enough  bone  and  muscle  form- 
ing material.  Feed  less  corn,  buckwheat  aud 
potatoes,  aud  add  green  bone,  shorts,  oats,  and 
green  food  to  the  ration.  Try  the  following 
prescription  : 

Calcium  phosphate,  twenty  grains  ;  reduced 
iron,  three  grains;  strychnine  sulphate,  one- 
half  grain;  quinine  sulphate,  one  grain.  Mix 
and  make  thirty  pills. 

Directions: —  Give  one  pill  morning  and 
night  for  three  days;  skip  one  day, and  repeat 
treatment  for  three  davs  more. 


How  Many  Geese  to  a  Gander?  Caponlzing. 

Mr.  Editor:—  Although  away  out  In  the  "wild  and 
woolly  west,"  I  cannot  raise  poultry  successfully  with- 
out Fabm-POULTRY.  1  am  preparing  to  join  the 
Experiment  Club  January  1st,  1S99.  I  have  Ave  hun- 
dred and  forty  B.  P.  Rock  chicks,  and  fifty  year  old 
pullets ;  also  Pekln  ducks  and  Toulouse  geese. 
•  1st.  Please  tell  me  how  to  tell  the  ganders  In  a 
flock. 

2d.    How  many  geese  will  one  gander  male  Willi? 

3d.  W  ould  you  advise  caponlzlng  here?  I  have  to 
sell  my  poultry  dressed,  as  1  am  so  tar  away  from  the 
market. 

4th.  I  averaged  eighty-nine  per  cent  of  the  fertile 
eggs  for  seven  hatches  with  my  ICO-egg  incubator 
this  season.  Used  no  moisture  In  pans;  depended 
upon  ventilation  to  regulate  the  sl/.e  of  air  cell.  Had 
uo  cripples  or  weak  ones.  Set  machine  in  cellar. 
Temperature  of  cellar  ranged  from  50  degrees  to  56 
degrees  F.  from  February  10th  to  June  1st. 

How  is  this  for  a  "  tenderfoot  "  In  poultry  raising? 

South  Dakota.  A.C.J. 
Why  not  join  the  Experiment  Club  now, 
and  begin  the  new  club  year  with  us  October 
1st? 

1st.  The  gander  has  a  larger  head  and 
thicker  neck  than  the  goose,  and  the  abdomen 
of  the  goose  is  larger,  heavier,  and  nearer  the 
ground  than  that  of  the  gander. 

2d.  Allow  two  or  three  females  to  one 
male.  Give  each  family  a  separate  shelter  if 
you  do  not  wish  to  have  the  ganders  fight. 
They  are  given  to  attacks  of  jealousy. 

3d.  We  would  not  advise  you  to  practice 
eaponizing.  We  do  not  believe  that  it  pays. 
There  is  more  profit  and  quicker  returns  in 
marketing  the  young  cockerels  as  soon  as  they 
reach  a  salable  size. 

4th.  You  did  well  for  a  "  tenderfoot;"  it 
would  not  be  a  bad  showing  for  a"  rustler." 


House  for  Six  Hundred. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  intend  to  build  a  chickeu  house  on 
the  plan  that  you  give  in  your  issue  of  June  15th. 
Will  you  please  tell  me  the  size  place  I  would  have 
to  build  to  accommodate  six  hundred  chickens. 

I  intend  raising  chickens  for  market  purposes  only, 
and  use  the  majority  of  the  eggs  for  incubation. 

Also  please  tell  me  the  size  run,  aud  if  they  should 
be  separated  in  small  lots.  W.  G. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

By  chickens,  you  evidently  mean  fowls, 
since  "chickens"  do  not  lay  eggs,  and  since 
you  say  you  intend  to  use  the  majority  of  the 
eggs  for  incubation,  you  are  talking  of  laying 
fowls.  If  you  will  read  carefully  the  article 
iu  June  15th  number,  you  will  see  that  each 
shed  aud  pen  will  accommodate  twenty-five 
laying  fowls,  hence  you  will  need  twenty-four 
sheds  aud  pens  for  six  hundred  head;  and 
twenty-four  sheds  and  pens,  with  yards  as 
given  in  those  plans,  would  cover  about  an 
acre  and  a  half  of  grouud, —  but  how  about 
the  stock  to  replace  the  six  hundred  head? 
AVhere  are  you  going  to  raise  those?  It  is  all 
very  well  to  say  you  are  going  to  raise  chickens 
for  market  purposes  only,  but  would  it  not 
be  well  to  consider  reproducing  the  laying 
stock,  which  would  mean  that  you  would 
want  to  raise  a  certain  number  of  pullets  each 
year? 

Then,  too,  you  will  want  large  brooder 
facilities  to  handle  the  growing  chicks  that 
you  intend  to  send  to  market.  A  fifty  per 
cent  egg  yield,  which  is  a  reasonable  average, 
would  give  you  three  hundred  eggs  a  day, 
twenty-one  hundred  eggs  a  week;  or  say  one 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  eggs  a  year.  If 
,  you  average  to"  market  one  chickeu  from 
two  eggs,  that  would  be  fifty-five  thousand 
chickens  a  year,  which  is  a  pretty  large 
business. 


On  a  Small  Lot. 

Mr.  Editor:— Having  lately  moved  Into  the  country, 
I  would  like  to  put  up  a  chicken  house.  I  write  to 
ask  you  about  how  many  chickens  I  can  keep  ou  a  lot 
60  x  60,  and  and  what  sort  of  a  house  would  you 
build. 

Can  you  advise  me  as  to  what  kind  of  stock  to  invest 
In  at  this  season  of  the  year?  1  want  good  layers. 
I  am  a  reader  of  your  valuable  paper,  and  would  not 
be  without  it  for  twice  its  price.  F.  L.  D. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

A  lot  60  x  60  is  pretty  small  for  a  large 
number  of  fowls.  If  you  want  to  keep  the 
greatest  possible  number,  build  four  pens 
and  sheds  as  planned  in  June  15th  F.-P., 
making  each  pen  and  shed  15  ft.  in  Iengt]t 
instead  of  18  as  planned  there,  and  making 
the  roosting  room  6  x  10,  and  the  scratching 
shed  9  x  10.  That  will  make  very  good 
quarters  for  twenty-five  birds,  and  four  of 
such  pens  and  sheds  would  give  you  room  for 
one  hundred.  You  would  have,  however, 
only  50  x  15  ft.  of  yard  for  each  flock,  and 


would  need  to  supply  green  food  regularly, 
and  occasionally  spade  up  the  ground  in  the 
yards  to  sweeten  it. 

The  best  kind  of  stock  to  invest  in,  if  you 
want  immediate  profit,  would  be  early  hatched 
and  now  well  matured  pullets.  If  you  buy 
year  old  stock,  which  can  be  bought  some- 
what cheaper  than  pullets,  you  have  got  to 
feed  them  through  the  moult,  and  possibly 
get  little  return  from  them  until  mid-winter. 


Incubator  Cellar  Questions. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  purpose  this  fall  building  a  small 
Incubator  house.  I  cannot  afford  a  very  expensive 
one,  but.  would  like  to  build  for  service  rather  than 
looks.  Would  you  advise  me  to  build  entirely  above 
ground,  or  excavate  three  or  four  feet  in  the  grouud 
and  build  a  wall,  say  twelve  inches  thick,  tbe  wall  to 
be  built  to  the  top  of  ground,  sills  or  plates  resting 
ou  this  wall,  making  two  roofs?  The  ground  is  slop- 
ing to  the  west,  and  fairly  well  drained.  I  am  some- 
what afraid  If  I  build  entirely  above  ground  I  cannot 
get  It  warm  enough,  and  I  want  to  build  right  if 
possible. 

I  am  what  you  would  call  a  beginner.  Have  used 
two  Incubators  for  two  years  with  fair  success,  but 
am  bound  to  do  better.  I  live  near  a  fairly  good  mar- 
ket, a  city  of  fifty  thousand  inhabitants.  Last  spring 
one  dealer  wrote  me  he  would  give  me  twenty-live 
cents  a  pound  for  chickens  weighing  from  two  to  two 
and  a  half  pounds  each.  Do  you  consider  this  a 
fair  price?  Please  advise  me  if  I  can  make  a  paying 
tiling  of  this  branch  of  the  business.  I  would  also 
make  the  production  of  eggs  a  part  of  the  business. 

Trumbull,  Conn.  C.  F.  B. 

We  would  advise,  on  sloping  ground,  to 
excavate  into  the  ground,  aud  build  walls  six 
feet  high  at  each  side  and  the  back  for 
roof  to  rest  upon,  putting  the  roof 
plates  ou  top  of  the  walls.  You  will 
see  an  illustration  of  such  an  incubator 
cellar  on  the  first  page  of  July  15th 
number.  That  style  of  incubator 
cellar  is  both  economical  to  build  and 
effective  to  operate  ;.  because  it  is  so 
much  in  the  ground  the  temperature  is 
quite  equable. 

On  level  or  nearly  level  ground,  we 
would  advise  building  above  ground; 
and  such  an  incubator  house  cau  be 
made  quite  warm  by  double  walling 
it — that  is,  ceiling  inside  of  the  stud- 
ding, and  having  a  dead  air  space  all 
about  it,  but  on  your  sloping  land  the 
excavation  would  be  better.  We 
would  advise  that  you  put  a  porch  or 
entry  way  on  the  front  end  to  exclude 
the  sunlight.  The  Rhode  Island  ex- 
periment station  incubator  cellar, 
illustrated  in  the  June  15th  number, 
faces  the  north,  and  sunlight  does  not 
reach  it. 

Whether  twenty-five  cents  per  pound 
for  chickens  weighing  two  or  two  aud 
a  half  pounds  each  is  a  good  price, 
depends  upon  several  things.  If  it  is  a 
standard  price  for  all  times  and  seasons, 
it  would  be  a  good  price,  and  you 
should  be  able  to  raise  chickens  at  a 
good  profit.  There  are  seasons  of  the 
year,  as  for  instance,  April  and  May,  when 
chickens  weighing  two  to  two  and  a  half 
pounds  bring  a  higher  price  than  that;  but  if 
the  dealer  will  pay  you  that  right  through 
the  seasons  it  will  be  a  good  price. 

Whether  you  can  make  a  paying  thing  of 
the  business,  depends  wholly  upon  yourself. 
There  is  good  money  in  egg  production,  and 
there  is  good  money  in  chicken  raising.  A 
combination  of  the  two  is  better  than  running 
either  one  of  them  alone. 


LIVE  POULTRY 

Wanted. 

Top  prices  for  large  hens  aud  chickens.  Coops  fur- 
nished. W.  J.  S  tVIFT,  Jr., 

118  Commerce  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


FREE! 

Four  Plants  of  the  New 
Red  Cross  Currant. 

We  desire  to  introduce  Green's 
Fruit  Grower  into  50,000 
new  homes.  To  do  this  quick, 
we  offer  to  send  it  six  months  on 
trial  for  20c.  and  mail  each  sub- 
scriber 4  strong  plants  of  Red 
Cross  Currant  FREE. 

Green's  Fruit  Grower  is  pub- 
lished monthly  at  50c.  per  year, 
and  ranks  high  among  the  horti- 
cultural journals.  Red  Cross  is  a 
new  currant,  best  in  quality, 
largest  in  size  and  most  produc- 
tive, is  sold  by  reputable  nursery- 
men at  75c.  per. 12.  Send  only 
20c.  to  GREEN'S  FRUIT 
GROWER,  Rochester,  N.Y. 


A  CLEAN  SWEEP 

DAVIS' 

Blue  Barred  Plym.  Rocks. 

At  the  'New  England  Fair,  Portland,  Me.,  Aug.  22—26, 
181)8,  nir  birds  were  awarded' all  the  1st  and  all  the 
'Zil  prizes,  making  an  entire  sweep  of  the  Ply- 
mouth Hock  class. 

800  GRAND  BREEDING  COCKERELS. 
100  CHOICE   PCIXETS   FOR  SALE. 

All  batched  and  raised  by  hens  on  free  grass  range, 
plenty  ot  shade  and  running  water,  thus  insuring 
strong  and  vigorous  birds.  Any  stock  sold  that  is  not 
satisfactory  In  every  respect  may  be  returned  at  my 
expense,  and  money  will  be  cheerfully  refunded. 
\V  rile  for  prices  and  circular. 

W.  B.  DAVIS, 

Care  Merrimack  Nat.  Bank,  Haverhill,  Mass. 
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V  JJATICK,  •> 
MASS. 

■  "Biota 

VfAVVAKIHWITKS. 


I  have  a  line  lot  of  W. 
Wyandotte  cockerels  aud 
pullets,  hatched  March 
17th.  Mothers  of  same 
averaged  213  brown  eggs 
in  one  year,  the  father 
scoring  1)5  poiuls  by  I.  K. 
Felch.  Got  first  eggs 
from  pullet  Aug.  3d, 
being  about  4  months  17 
days  old.  Stock  bred  for 
fancy  points  aud  utility 
combined ;  younger  stock 
in  abundance,  p  rices 
right;  satisfaction  guar- 
anteed; yon  cannot  afford 
to  be  without  this  grit, 
shell  and  bone  feeder,  as  there  is  no  waste  of  feed,  and 
alwavs  clean.  Used  and  recommended  by  lending 
poultry  keepers,  including  judges  I. K.  Felch,  H.B. 
May,  and  others.  Sold  by  Joseph  Breck  &  Sons,  and 
dealers.  Address  all  orders  to 

F.  P.  PUESIFER,  Natick,  Mass., 
Sole  manufacturer.    Price  50cts.  each;  liberal  dis- 
count by  dozen. 

LITTLE  FQLKS 

For  Youngest  Readers, 
Little  Listeners,  and 
Lookers=  at = Pictures . 

A  beautifully  illustrated  Monthly  Mag- 
azine for  young  children.  Volume  II 
begins  with  November.  Edited  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pratt,  with  a  corps  of  the  best 
writers  and  artists. 


Mothers  who  wish  to  provide  the  very 
best  reading  and  pictures  for  their  young 
children,  that  will  be  read  and  reread,  and 
looked    at    and   looked    at,  welcome 
LITTLE  FOLKS.   It  is  a  story-teller, 
a  picture  book,  a  play-fellow,  an  out-of- 
school  magazine.    Its  fun  is  of  a 
■///.       simple  sunshiny  sort.    Its  little 
W^A    tales  °'  children  possess  an  ethical 
jiv?  value  —  they    stimulate  their 
readers  and  hearers  to  be  fearless, 
cheerful,  unselfish,  and  above  all 
true  and  honorable.  All  stories  of 
apainful  kind  are  excluded,  espec- 
ially such  as  would  haunt  ner- 
vous and  imaginative  children. 
There  is  much  curious  and  interesting  natural  history,  also 
play-work  for  little  fingers.   The  poems  include  good  pieces  to 
speak  in  school. 

PRICE  $1.00  A  YEAR.  SEND  FOR  SAMPLE  COPY. 

Good  Agents  wanted  in  every  place. 
Liberal  commissions  to  the  right  people. 

Any  subscriber  who  after  four  months  is  not  satisfied  with 
LITTLE  FOLKS  can  have  the  full  subscription  price  refunded, 
or  it  will  be  sent  to  any  one  of  good  standing  subject  to  pay- 
ment after  four  months  if  the  magazine  proves  satisfactory. 


Address  S.  E.  CASSINO,  218  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston,  Mass. 


SPECIAL  OFFER  TO  ADVERTISERS. 

Here  is  a  chance  of  a  lifetime.  We  will  Insert  your 
ad.jn  the  Bantam  and  The  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet 
Stock  Fanciers'  Directory  of  America  for  SI  an  inch, 
single  column  space,  or  any  amount  of  advertising 
you  wish  to  place  with  us  at  the  Bantam  rates.  This 
includes  an  insertion  of  your  ad.  in  the  Directory. 
Send  in  your  advertisements;  don'tdelay.  Combined 
circulation  is  12,000  copies.  Send  for  sample  pages  of 
the  Bantam  and  The  Directory.  Send  6  cents  and  we 
will  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Directory  when  published. 

THE  BANTAM,  G.E.  KUCHLE,  Publisher, 
 17H5  Pearl  Street,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

DEWEY,   SAMPSON,  SCHLEY,  HOBSON, 

Photos,  cabinet  size,  all  for  lflcts.  by  mail. 
 F.  S.  ACKERLY,  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. 

Wurlitzer  Bf£s  Band 

Instruments  of  all  competitors  in  qual- 
ity and  price.  Clarinets.Trumpets,  Drums 
Fifes  and  all  known  instruments atprices 
you  can't  afford  to  miss.  Band  Catalogue 
128-p.  and  sample  parts  band  and  orches- 
tra music  free.   Specify  Catalogue  "B." 

The  Rudolph  Wurlitzer  Go.  Kslk 


PORTABLE 

POULTRY  HOUSES 

$7  Each. 

6J ft.  high, 4*  ft.  wide,  (i  ft. 
long. 

WAVEBLET  DAKS  POULTRY  HMDS, 

Miss  E.  A.  ISHAM, 

Waverley,  Mass. 


Plainville  Farm 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

Having  put  my  best  hens  in  large  runs  with  clover 
knee  high,  can  furnish  choice  eggs  for  fall  sitting  at 
S2  for  15;  incubator  eggs  S6  per  100;  have  a  fine  lot  of 
choice  R.  I.  Reds,  and  White  Wyandotte  cockerels 
for  sale  which  have  free  run  of  50  acres  meadow. 
HENRY  A.  HOiCOMB,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
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Farm-Po  u  ltr  y 


September  15 


Trouble  With  Lice. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  had  great  trouble  with  lice  on 
growing  chickens.  I  have  burned  sulphur  in  the  hen 
house,  oiled  the  chickens  frequently,  but  have  been 
unable  to  rid  them  of  lice.  They  run  out  of  doors, 
and  have  plenty  of  dust  to  bathe  in.  What  can  I  do? 
I  have  beard  there  is  some  preparation  that  can  he 
applied  to  the  Inside  of  a  box.  the  chickens  put  in  the 
box  for  a  short  time,  and  the  lice  killed  by  the  fumes 
In  some  way.  I  know  this  was  once  mentioned  by 
you.  Is  there  any  specific  that  can  be  recommended  ? 

Petersham,  Mass.  P.  H.  W. 

The  liquid  lice  destroyer  for  which  you 
inquire  was  mentioned  in  Oct.  1st,  1S96, 
Farm-Poultry,  and  it  you  will  follow  the 
directions  given  there  for  its  use,  you  will 
rid  your  chicks  of  lice.  It  you  will  read  the 
lice  articles  published  in  the  numbers  for 
January,  February  and  March,  of  this  year, 
you  will  get  some  valuable  information  on 
lice,  especially  iu  the  article  on  page  6",  Feb. 
15  number,  and  the  one  on  page  84,  March 
1st  number; — the  latter  bearing  upon  "exter- 
minators and  extermination."  In  this  latter 
article  you  will  read  :  '"The  main  trouble  with 
many  of  the  remedies  recommended  against 
lice  is  that  they  are  not  applied  so  as  to  reach 
the  lice  themselves.  The  lice  are  on  the  fowl, 
•  safely  lodged  beneath  the  feathers,  and  to 
reach  them  and  to  be  effective  the  remedy 
must  penetrate  there.  Many  persons,  too, 
are  content  with  one  application  pf  a  remedy, 
and  are  surprised  to  find  that  in  two  or  three 
weeks  their  fowls  are  apparently  as  lousy  as 
ever.  If  we  would  be  free  from  these  pests 
the  remedies  must  be  thoroughly  applied  at 
least  three,  (and  better  five)  times,  at  periods 
not  more  than  a  week  apart."  That  applies 
admirably  to  your  burned  sulphur  and  oiling 
of  the  chickens  frequently.  The  fumes  of 
the  sulphur  do  not  destroy  the  lice  on  the 
chicks,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  chickens 
carry  the  lice  out  on  their  feathers  when  you 
put  them  out  of  the  house  before  fumigating. 
The  only  lice  that  the  burning  of  sulphur  can 
reach  are  the  red  mites,  which  live  in  the 
cracks  and  crevices  of  the  roost  pole,  and 
about  the  roost  supports  and  in  the  nest 
boxes,'  generally  speaking.  Sometimes,  a 
house  will  become  so  infested  with  them, 
that  they  will  swarm  all  over  it.  If  a  bouse 
is  shut  up  tight  and  sulphur  burned  iu  it  the 
fumes  will  kill  those  red  mites,  but  will  not 
destroy  the  nits  from  which  other  mites  will 
be  hatched,  and  in  a  couple  of  weeks  there 
will  be  as  many  as  ever.  That  is  why  it  is 
recommended  to  apply  the  remedies  thor- 
oughly three  (or  better  five)  times  about  a 
week  apart. 

Oiling  the  chickens  would  kill  the  body 
lice  on  them  if  the  oil  reached  them.  To  do 
that,  you  'would  probably  have  to  give  the 
chickens  an  oil  bath  which  would  undoubtedly 
kill  the  lice,  and  probably  kill  the  chickens 
too.  With  all  due  respect  to  the  poultry  men' 
who  recommend  greasing  chicks'  heads  and 
burning  sulphur  in  the  poultry  house,  the 
editor  of  this  paper  has  never  done  either  of 
those  two  things  in  all  the  years  he  has  kept 
poultry.  Our  methods  of  fighting  lice  are 
thorough  cleanliness,  in  the  bouses,  nest 
boxes,  coops,  etc.,  the  thorough  dusting  of 
each  sitting  hen  three  times  in  the  three 
weeks  of  incubation,  at  intervals  of  a  week, 
and  then  rearing  chickens  out  in  the  open 
fields,  where  they  can  by  no  means  come  in 
contact  with  a  possible  lousy  old  hen;  and  as 
the  chickens  never  come  in  coutact  with  the 
old  hens,  and  as  the  houses  are  thoroughly 
cleaned  up  and  made  new  before  the  pullets 
are  brought  in,  as  described  in  the  article, 
"Clean  Up  the  Poultry  House,"  page  302,  we 
have  verv  little  difficulty  with  lice. 


Thinks  Dew  Causes  Pip. 

Mr.  Editor:— In  embarking  in  the  poultry  business 
I  am  thinking  of  locating  on  Staten  Islaud,  New 
York,  or  somewhere  in  New  Jersey  near  New  York, 
and  my  thought  is  to  keep  White  Leghorns  for  eggs 
and  Barred  P.  Kocks  for  table  and  for  sitters  to  liatch 
out  the  eggs  of  the  nou-sitters.  Is  this  a  good  plan  ? 

I  have  always  heard  that  if  young  chicks  are  let  out 
in  the  morning  before  the  dew  is  off  the  grass  it 
would  cause  pip.  etc.,  and  that  they  should  not  be  let 
run  out  uutil  the  grass  is  dry.  Is  this  a  fact  ? 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  C.  DeM. 

A  location  either  on  Staten  Island  or  Long 
Island  or  northern  New  Jersey  would  be 
most  excellent  for  raising  eggs  and  poultry 
for  the  New  York  market,  and  your  plan  of 
keeping  W.  Leghorns  for  eggs,  and  Barred  P. 
Rocks  for  table  poultry  and  "  broodys,"  is 
most  excellent.  If  you  get  a  good  laying 
strain  of  Barred  P.  Rocks  they  will  press  the 
Leghorns  closely  as  egg  producers,  taking  it 


year  in  and  year  out.  If  you  do  business  on 
a  considerable  scale  you  will  want  iucubators 
instead  of  hens  to  hatch  the  chickens,  and 
brooders  in  which  to  rear  them,  as  they  art- 
much  more  convenient  and  much  less  trouble 
and  bother  than  hens.  Hens  sometimes  do 
not  want  to  sit  when  you  want  them  to;  then, 
sometimes  they  are  cantankerous,"  and 
think  the  proper  thing  to  do  is  to  dance  a  jig 
on  the  nest,  aud  make  custard  of  the  eggs 
they  pretend  they  want  to  incubate.  Then, 
too,  they  not  infrequently  trample  an  appre- 
ciable per  cent  of  newly  hatched  chicks  — 
hence  we  advise  iucubators. 

We  have  heard  of  quite  a  variety  of  notions, 
but  this  one  is  new  to  us.  It  is  also  one  of 
the  most  ridiculous.  If  dew  on  the  grass 
would  cause  pip,  etc.,  why  wouldn't  rain  on 
the  grass  produce  the  same  results?  This 
would  necessitate  keeping  the  birds  iu  half 
the  time  at  least  in  such  a  wet  season  as  we 
have  had  this  year.  It  would  also  necessitate 
hustling  the  birds  into  their  coops  if  a  shower 
came  up  any  time  during  the  day,  if  they  had 
been  let  out.  Seriously  though,  that  notion  is 
too  nonsensical  to  waste  space  on.  We  raise 
about  two  thousand  chickeus  a  year  on  our 
farm,  and  we  always  let  them  out  in  the 
morning  just  as  early  as  we  can  get  arouud  to 
feed  them.  They  can  run  in  the  wet  grass  as 
much  as  they  like.  If  the  day  is  rainy  they 
are  out  in  all  of  it,  a  part  of  the  time  in  the 
coops  or  under  the  shelters,  but  more  or  less 
wet,  and  we  rarely,  if  ever,  see  a  case  of  pip. 


Scratching  Shed  House  iu  New  York. 

Mr.  Editor:— Do  you  consider  your  scratching  shed 
plan  practical,  and  the  proper  one  for  this  locality 
and  climate?-  Here  iu  central  eastern  New  York  we 
have  winter  and  no  doubt  about  it. 

Are  there  any  scratching  shed  houses  in  this  lati- 
tude in  successful  operation?   I  want  the  best  house. 

Gloversville,  N.  Y.  J.  E.  D. 

We  respectfully  disclaim  that  it  is  "our" 
plan  of  house,  as  this  open  front  shed  was  iu 
use  long  before  we  were  born.  The  only 
credit  we  claim  in  the  matter  is  exploiting  its 
merits  in  Farm-Poultry. 

Yes,  we  think  the  scratching  shed  plan  of 
house  not  only  practical,  but  the  best  for  your 
locality  aud  climate,  aud  it  shows  its  best 
points  in  a  cold  climate  iu  winter,  when  it 
gives  the  fowls  a  fresh  air  and  exercise  space, 
opened  to  the  sun  when  the  wind  is  not  blow- 
ing the  snow  too  much,  and  when  it  is  not 
storming. 

We  do  not  at  this  writing  know  of  any 
scratching  shed  in  vour  vicinity. 


Michael  K.  Boyer,  proprietor  of  "  A  Few 
Hens"  Experimental  Farm,  Hammonton,  N, 
J.,  is  offering  some  bargains  in  business  Light 
Brahmas  in  this  issue.  Mr.  Boyer  uses  none 
but  strictly  hardy,  vigorous  birds  in  his  breed- 
ing pens  —  keeping  as  close  to  the  Standard 
requirements  as  is  consistent  for  good  health 
and  profit —  utility  being  his  aim.  The  result 
is  he  has  good  fertility,  rapid  growl h,  hardy 
constitutions,  and  vigorous  young  stock. 

Breeders  and  Marketmen. 

OUR  REQUESTS:  —  We  make  two  requests  of  our 
Subscribers.  One  ig  when  writing  our  Advertis- 
ing; patrons  always  mention  FARM-POULTRX. 
Another  is  if  you  ask  them  questions,  always  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  will 
benefityou  amazingly.  It  shows  lhatyou  mean  business. 
Remember,  "Molasses  will  catch  more  Jlies  than 
vinegar,"  and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 

A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  than  none'.  Use  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon  Wick.  10 cents  for  sample.  S.G. 
Robinson,  printer  F.-P.,  2i>  Purchase  St.,  Boston. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Wesleyville.  Pa..  formerly  Mead- 
ville.  offers  a  few  more  Light  Brahmas.  and  Silver 
Wyandottes  at  a  bargain.  Write  at  once  for  prices 
on  what  you  want.. 

ANNABLE'S  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns  iu  the  leading 
shows  this  season,  won  the  majority  of  prizes, 
scoring  from  !4  to  y?  points,  showing' the  highest 
scoring  bird  in  any  show'.  Eggs  SI .50  per  IS;  $2.2j 
per  26;  $3  per  39;  SB  per  110.  Few  as  good,  none 
better.   C.  H.  Auuable.  Dauvers.  .\la>s. 

BARGAINS  —  Two  yearling  hens.  Buff  Cochin 
Bants..  S2  each  ;  first  class  cock.  82:2  puilel  breed- 
ing Barred  Rock  cocks,  yearlings,  Si>  each,  E.  B. 
Thompson  strain:  1  show  cock, Bar.  Rock, S3;  l"> 
Single  C.  Brown  Leg.  hens,  SI  each:  1st  hen  S.  C. 
Br..  Reading.  'VI.  S3;  line  show  cock.  s.  C.  Baown 
$7:  2d  cock,  Washington,  $5;  S.  C  Brown,  also 
RoseC.  Brown,  s.c.  White  and  Bl.  M.  and  White 
Wyau.  cockerels  and  hens.  W.  W.  Kulp.  Potts- 
towu.  Pa. 

BREEDING  STOCK  iu  Silver  and  Golden  Wvan- 
dottes  after  June  1st;  5  half-bred  Euglish  cock'ls. 
just  the  thing  to  put  backs  on  your  pullets.  This 
stock  will  be  sold  in  pairs,  tribs.  or  pens:  prices 
reasonable  for  ipialilv.  Eggs  at  half-price  now  . 
Johu  C  Jodrey.  Dauvers.  Mass. 

C.  S.  CULLUM,  Meadville,  Pa.,  breeder  of  S.  C. 
W.  Leghorns,  R.  C.  B.  Leghorns.  B.  P.  Rocks.  Wll. 
Cochins.  Silver  Spangled  Hamburgs,  Pekin  Ducks, 
and  Bronze  Turkevs.  Fowls  for  sale  at  all  times: 
eggs  iu  season.  A'  few  S.  S.  Haiuluirg  fowls  to 
spare  at  a  bargaiu. 


DO  v  <H  \\  1M  WINN  ERS?  - 

pullets  for  sale;  bred  from  I  lie  winners  at  Amefi- 
bury.  Milford.  and  Boston.  Mass.  Address,  K.  A. 
Qui'mby.  East  Rochester.  N.  II. 

II  Of  DANS,  Score  94,  weight  8J  lbs.,  perfect  in  V- 
comb,  5th  toe.  and  markings.  Also  Bl'k  Lang- 
shans.  While  Ply.  Rocks,  and  Rose  Comb  Barred 
Ply.  Rocks,  (sadore  strain.  A.  W.  Tyler.  79 
Aridoverbl..  Peabody,  Mass. 

KNIGHT'S  R.C.Br.  Leghorns  are  bred  for  great 
layers  xs  well  as  tine  points.  If  you  want  winners 
tut  the  fall  ,ln.»<  write  for  prices,  as  I  have  200 
farm  raised  pullets  and  cockerels  to  pick  from. 
Geo.  A.  Knight,  Peabody,  Mass. 

KOffi  C.  B.  LEGHORNS  spec  ialty  12  >.  ars.  Cir- 
cular free.  J.  L.  Randolph.  Bartletl,  Ohio. 

ROUP.  If  you  don't  want  roup,  write  me.  I  can 
prevent  it.  First  class  beef  scraps  $1.90  per  1UU  His. 
•  rushed  shells.  75c.  per  1011  lbs.  \V.  W.  Kulp. 
Pottstown,  Pa. 

WHITE  Wyandottes  exclusively.  Early  proline 
laving  strain,  dark  brown  eggs,  bred  for  practical 
purposes.  Eggs  13,  $1 :  incubator  eggs.  $4  per  100. 
Stock lu season.  P.  D.  White.  No.  Attlehoro.  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES.  Original  dark  egg 
strain.   Rush  Vaughan,  Woodstock.  Vl. 

WH  ITE  Wyandottes,  prolific  lavers  of  large  brown 
eggs.    W.  E.  Mack.  Woodstock.  Vt. 


Buyers'  Directory 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMENTS  only  trill  be 
printed  under  (his  heading;  no  advertisement  admitted 
containing  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  tcord  or  name  allowed;  no  limit  to  length  of 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
matter  under  as  many  headings  as  he  ids  he*;  all  space 
used  except  classified  headline*  to  be  charaed  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  tcill  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  words  wit  I  male  a  line;  all  parts 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  will  be 
arranged  alphabetically*  as  in  a  ^business  directory." 

ANPALUSIANS. 

\MMLl  S1A>!S,  bluest  of  the  blue,  Keyser  aud 
Hoffman's  noted  strains.    Youux  stock  Sept. 
I>r.  .Sylvan  Poultry  Farm.  Bernanl-t".!.  Ma--. 

BANTAMS, 

C PLOUGH'S  Bantam  yards,  largest  iu  New  England. 
Circulars  free.   W.  W.  '  lough.  .Medway.  -Mass. 

BRAHMAS. 


LIGHT  BRAHMAS.  Good  large  vigorous  farm 
bred  stock  bred  for  utility.  Eggs  for  hatchiug 
S2  pei  13.  Good  fertile  incubator  eggs  S3  per  100.  Sat. 
guaranteed.  (ae...  Howard.  Easton.  Ma--. 

 BREEDING  STOCK.  

IT'OR  SALE,  because  of  lack  of  room,  Blk.  Mlu., 
'  Northup;  W.  Leg.,  Wyckoff;  W.  Wy..  Hunter: 
yearling  liens.  cockl's  aud  pul..  farm  grown:  price 
reasonable.  Write  today.  Will  tell  you  more  about 
them.      ('.  X.  Hcvcntlial,  Box  2K"..  Giasshoro.  N..I. 

,)nA-EGG  >lrain.  1-M  <' -I  rietl  v  thoroughbred  W  . 
—  \F\f  Wyandotte  and  \V.  P.  Rocks,  from  4  to  Is 
months  old :  having  free  range  while  growing.  In  lots 
.  to  suit.  Write  for  particulars  anil  prices,  which  are 
right.  F.  B.  Thompson.  Peterhoro.  N  .  H. 

CHOICE  S.  C.  B.  Leg.  cock'ls  extra  laving  str. 
Sl.-'.n  and  S2,   .1.  G.  Mitchell.  Willimantic.  Ct. 

CHOICE  White  P.  Rock,  S.  C.  White  Leghorn. and 
White  Indian  Game  cockerels,  S2  to  $5  each. 
Monev  refunded  if  not  satisfactorv. 

.   B.  B.  B.  Poultry  Yards.  Burlington.  Yt. 

FOR  SALE  or  ex.  for  Buff  Rocks  or  Leghorns, 
Hunter  VT.  \Y.  vearling  hens.  80c,  cockerels 
Hunter  W.  W-,  Norton  B.  P.  R..  $2. 
 C.  M.  Smith.  Box  32",  So.  Braiutree.  Mass. 

1--tt  Farm,  Warner.  N.  11.  Br.  esrg  prolific  lay- 
4  4  O  ing  standard  W.  Wy.,  Bar  P.  Rocks,  Lt. 
Bralis.  C.  I.  Games.   Large  farm  raised  slock  SI  to  S3. 

I>  ARGAINS  in  W.  W  v..  P.  Rock.  R.  and  s.  ('. 
>  Brown  Leg.,  yearlings  75c.  to  $1.50.  Mixed  hens, 
40c.  O.  I.  C.  Pigs," Bronze  Turkevs.   Low  prices  for 
"id  stock.  Hadley  Bi  o-..  Pelerboro.  X .  11. 

-t  •)/•/"•  choice  stock,  poultrv.  pigeons  and  hares. 
A  ~Vf\J  bn  page  book. -y..l. A' Bergey.  Telford.  Pa. 

1>  ARKED  P.  If.,  choice  stock.  Cock'. s  at  S2.50, 
J>    I'nllels.  $1.50.  S2  ea.  .1.  F.  Bowen.  Adams.  Mass. 

CHOICE  Wll.  Leg.  and  Wh.  Wy.  pullets,  haviig 
free  range.  SI.  Cherry  Farm.  New  Hartford.  (  i. 

 CLOVER  HAY.  

C CLOVER,  cut  ready  for  use.  $2  per  100  lbs. 
Woodliid  Farm,  station  V..  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

C1LT  CLOVER  IN  SACKS,  SI  per  in  lbs. 
 I.      Quirin.  Tioga  Center.  X.  V. 

COCHINS.. 


B 


UFF  COCHIN  hens  tor  sale.  Choice  breeders 

SI  each,  to  make  room  for  new  stock. 
 L.  G.  Butman.  Roekport.  Mass. 

COOPS. 


DUCKS. 


VNO.  1  birds  selling  out  at  half-price.   Write  to 
.  I..  I..  Bnrd-.n.  Whitinsville,  Mass. 

|  m)f\ '98 breeders.  Match.  'H7  hatch— Rankin  and 

Hallock.  Mustgo  atoucel  akeroom. 

 lliiniherger  Poult  ry  Farm.  South  Hatliol.l.  Pa. 

IE  YOU  WANT  choice  Pekln  Ducks  of  good  size, 
fine  hone  and  deep  keel,  qualities  so  much  lu 
demand  In  the  hesi  markets,  we  have  them.  Our 
prices  are  reasonable  compared  with  their  value  as 
good  breeders  of  vigorous  stock.  Write  for  what 
you  want,  and  get  our  prices  on  earlv  hatched  birds. 
 R.  S.  Me  Arthur.  Chase.  M.l. 

 CAMES.  

I^K  K.  E  circular, finest  Games,  iieartl  :savera  ney ; 
buy  n.'»  .  '  .  1).  Smith.  Fort  Plain.  X  .  Y. 

CIND.  Games,  and  s.  C.  1$.  Leg., choice  breed- 
•    ing  cock'ls  cheap.  M.  X.  Adam-.  Livonia.  X.  Y. 

CEESE. 

i  ERIC  AN,  Emh.,  I'oulouse  geese,  and  Wh.  P.  R. 
.  V  cock'ls.  Mrs.  A  .  T.  Chamberlain.  Wcslhoro,  Mass. 

INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

THE    PERFECTED    INCUBATOR,  cash, 
installments,  or  rented.   The  Perfected  Regula- 
tor tits  any  incubator.  4c.  in  stamps  for  circular. 

H.  D.  Moultou.  Taunton,  Mass. 


'>d  W  .-EGG  Prairie  stati  .  good  a-  new. $20.  Write 
'i\f\r  F.  W.  .lacpie?.  Allan.-.  Ma--. 

I^OB  SALE.  <>ue  Prairie  stale,  ji^,  and  two 
Cy  pliers  3tiu-egg Incubators  at  525eaeh.  All  three 
machines  new  three  mouths  ago.  aud  oulv  used  fur 
three  hatches.    Addn --  F.I.  Barrett.  Lcohia.X..I. 

LEGHORNS. 

SC.  BROWN  Leghorns.   Stock   f..r  -a.e  at  all 
«    una  -.         K.  |  .  Mur|.h>  .  K.  W  human.  Ma--. 

IM.NK  1:  -•    md  -    gle  <  uufb  brown  and  White 
Leghorns  and  Barred  P.  Rocks,  vearling  hens 
and  cockerels,  for  sale  cheap,  at  the  Pleasant  Yalley 

Poultry  i  aid-.  X'-l  L.-aw\er.  Felchyjlle.  Yt. 

•XI  VtAlillM.M  .  o    I..  _.,  .;!,-  an.l  cock.  SI.-.. 

—  '  '  Ai  r  G.  Wesl  Hopkiulon.  X.  II. 

W'HIIE  leghorS  <  Ot  KKKKLv  u 

»  T     Single  and  Ro-e  Comb:  to  lower  stock  will 
sella  few  fine  ones  at  $1  apiece. 
 W.  II .  Pike,  i,  rot  on.  Tompkins  Co..  X.  V. 

MINORCAS. 


15 


LACK  Minorca?  exclusive!} .  I'rize  pen  at  Madi- 
son Square  Garden,  lt&b.  Eggs  SI  J*)  for  13. 
R.  SI   i •> .  D7  Arlington  A\  c.  Br.  ok l>  i  .  N  .'  y . 
\ROAINS  in  ii.  and  S.  Conn.  B  a       Hi  j 
cocks,  hens,  cockerels  and  pullets.   Large  cata- 
 P.  H  Xorlhup.  Box  To.  Rac<  vllle.  X.  t  . 


SC.  B.  MINORCA  oullets.  S2  each.  Mar. 
•   April  hatched,  standard  bred  for  layers  of  extra 
large  white  eggs.   Free  range  of  SO  acres.  Fine  pul- 
lets and  cockerels  for  fall  and  winter  shows. 

 M  i  -  .  '.eo.  K.  Mor-e.  llr>  den.  X.  Y. 

O-E  <  UMK  Black  .Minorca-.  X  •  rthup  -Irain 
'   Seven  entries  at  recent  Mt.  Gretna,  brouvhl  & 
.prizes,  two  lsts  and  three  2ds.  A  few  cockerels  and 
!  '-■         H  W.  Bohn.  34N.fih  St..  Reading  Pa 


ORPINCTONS. 


B 


I  r  r  Orps.,     ck'ls,  pull,  prize  w  inner?,  prullbtt 
<  oaley  Poultry  Farm.  Dursley.  Olo?..  England. 


PIGEONS. 


|  "\t  |  "  lute  rautai.-  at       anil  upwards  a  pair,- 
-*-'-»"    bred  from  imported  and  best  America! 
strains.    For  pets,  breeding  or  exhibition  birds  write 
 E.  A.  Holbrook.  Winchester.  Mass 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


AY 


nt  lr.  Plymouth  Rocks,  winner-  everywhere 
Prices  low.  H.A.Nourse.  Barre.'Ma  — . 


POULTRY. 


I  YE  POILIK1  . 

i  Swift.  1  is  c 


Ship  to 
minierce  St..  Boston.  Mai 


POULTRY  PRINTING. 


POULTRYMEN.  have  \  our  own  letter  heads  I 
send  you  postpaid  on  receipt  $1.40.  Ho  tine  stock 
letter  heads.  100  envelopes,  JOO  shipping  tags,  all 
printed  with  vour  address:  £00  each  for  $3. 
strong,  the  Printer.  P.      |:...\  ].■■  .  i  *  i .  -  -  ii .       v  j 

T  |  |  LtT.  heads  aud  ■••  .  iivel.  utceh  printed  ■& 
' r\f  All  cheap.  A.  E.  Benn.  Amsterdam.  X.  i  . 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

fcti  ti.i->i»s.  an\  -i^e.  ji v.  per  Ooz..  i  .h  /.  b] 
-A   mail,  postpaid,  10c. ;  warranted  satisfac;or\. 
 :  1  '.  Manwaring.  Box  4".-.  Nianiic.'l  t. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 


1.  REDS  thai  tit  the  name.    100  for  sale. 

R.  V.  Browning.  Natick.  R.  I. 


SHERWOODS. 


JHEKWOODS.  More  line  stock  ready  Nov.  1-t 
3    .98.  G.  C.  Hitchcock.  Moravia,  N.  Y, 


WANTED. 


"W^ ANTED  —  to  buy.  \\  yandotte  or  P.  K..,-k  pul 
»  »     lets,  or  will  exchange  a  325-egg  Monarch  m«u- 

bator  in  perfect  repair. 
H.  P.-l.  Earnshaw.  P.  o.  Box  -7".  Kin-stoii.  Mass. 

\\"  AN  TED.  A  young  man  who  wan  is  to  learn  the 
t  t     poultry  business  can  "near  of  a  good  place  by 

addressing.  "  Poultrv  Farm. "care  tills  office. 

\%  A.Mt,u-fOM'.llO>  on  poultry  (arm.  by 
f  ?     man  who  has  taken  a  few  hens  and  bufll  up  a 
large  plant  from  the  piolils.   Particulars  and  refeC 
nee  iri  vcn.      A\  ni .  1  .  N  ■  ■ . ;  t  ..  A I .   .-up  \"a  le\  .  K.  I. 

\\  ANTED  «..rk  bj  a  competent  poiritnnias 
T  ▼     Xear  Boston  preferred. 

X.  A.  S..r.s  W.  Concord  St..  Suite  3.  Boston.  Mass. 

WYANDOTTES. 

|  '  OLDEN    yy  \  A_N  mi  1  1 1  >,  clear  opeu  laced 
\ \    birds  from  neck  to  tail,   \ouug  stock  Sept.  1st. 
Sylvan  Poultry  Farm,  Bemardsion,  Mass. 

TYANDOTTES,    W  lute    an.l   bull,  hiajinre 
ihont  them.         S.  H.  Bellows,  Alhol.  Mass. 


.»  "r   II  I  N  L'ER  strain  W.  Wy.  liens  ami  5  roos 
jL  » J    for  sale  cheap,  yearling  slock.    Must  have 

room.  W.  W.  Bolin.  Rol  e-onia.  Pa. 

'HUE  !  car  old  Ileus.  SI."*1  lo  $-.'.•>:  cocks  S3  to 
"  each.  G.  L.  Hovt.  W  altham.  Mass. 


4  LL-WOOD  Shipping,  Exhibition  Coops.  Price  "«"! 
.  V    list  free.  (  .  II.  (  antiel.l.  7  Main  St..  Bath.  X.  Y.         \  j 


»»        »  lA>OOt'lt  cockerels.   \  ig 

>T  •  raised  birds  from  extra  fine  layins  stock,  $1 
to  $5  each.  F.O.  Price,  Bridgewater,  Mass. 


TH1TK  W  van.  yearling  hens,  pull,  is.coi  k-  and 
cockl's.    A.  M.  .lerauld.  N.  Attlehoro,  Mass. 


1 —  —  /  •   FARM,  Warner,  X. 
4   4  \t    farm  raised   W.  Wy..  Bar.  P.  I 


11.  Prolific  hr.egg 
Bar.  P.  Kecks. 

(  .  1  .  l.anie-.  1.1  .  Ml  ah-.    Stock  Si  lo  So.  Sal  i- I  a.  lion. 

CROCKER  ELs  and  pullets,  earlv  farm  raised,  well 
/'  marked,  from  noted  strains  heavy  laving  W  yan- 
dottes. In  Jan.,  Feb..  Mar..  Apr..  ]2  laid  912  et'gs: 
cpials  rate  of  22S  per  year.  Sil.,  Gol.,  Bull  and  W  Idle, 
SI  to  S3.  Satisfaction. 

 s.  ii.  p.,ii..i,.  P..  \  1>.  Xi  w  (  astli  .  Pa. 

C'liiMMi  oui  i>n  n.  Black.  Silver  "Dot  tes.  hri  vM 
/   and  exhibition  chicks  ami  fowls,  go  at  half  y  alue. 
Sylvan  Poultry  Farm.  Bcrnardston.  Sl.ass. 

\  \ "  tl  1  I  1--  W  >  ainioi  tes.  bred  on  scientific  principle 
?T  "survival  of  the  fittest."  Fine  specimens  oi 
early  show  liirds.  breeders  and  yearlings,  at  prices  to 
please.  Won  prizes  in  the  past,  can  win  prizes  tills 
season.  No  better  strain  iu  U.  S.  for  aM  purposes. 
Circular  aud  hints  free. 

 |._  V.  K.I,  l.'ev  no'. I-.  Marlboro.  M.i-j 

If  \<>l  \  K  r.  I  ooh  1  ,n  l,  t..r  bargains  in  lo.l.leii 
Wyandoiies  that  are  way  up  I  have  14  hens.  2cncks 
and  sonic  chicks  that  must  he  sold  before  Oct.  1st.  I 
also  have  one  large  tine  Buff  cock  and  several  cock- 
erels; also  a  few-  more  Belgian  hares. 
 i:.  w.  Kelt. .ii.  H  irre.  Mass. 

,  I  —  \y  .  vv  v.purscheap.  hatched  Apr.  1st.  Ha«kins 
Z.**  s'r.  F".  H.  Sanger.  5  Morse  St..  Newton.  Mass. 
»»  due  yy  vanuoites.  210  yearling  lieus.  Si.  SOea. 
>  >  In  this  lot  are  included  the  hens  that  lav  dark 
brown  eggs  such  as  took  2d  premium  at  Boston. '9S. 

W.  E.  Smith.  So.  X'atick.  Mass. 


'H.  WYAN.  cockerels.  April  hatched.  $1  each. 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Winaus.  W.  Coxsackie.  N.  Y. 
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Cock  With  Injured  Ear. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  a  rooster  which  In  a  fight  last 
winter  was  picked  in  his  ear,  which  closed  up.  The 
ear  was  getting  thicker  and  thicker.  I  opened  it.  and 
took  out  a  lot  ol  matter.  How  can  I  Ileal  the  ear,  and 
have  it  remain  open?  Up  to  the  present  it  has  not 
seemed  to  annoy  the  rooster,  but  it  might  in  time, 
lie  is  a  gooil  bird,  and  I  want  to  breed  him  to  my 
best  hens.  \Y.  W.  B. 

Rouesonia,  Pa. 

Bathe  injured  ear  with  solution  of  hydrogen 
dioxide  one  part,  water  two  parts.  Cleanse 
carefully  with  this  twiee  a  day,  and  apply 
Unguentiue  afterwards.  This  will  heal  up 
the  sore,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  the  ear  will  be 
of  any  service  to  the  bird. 


Chicks  Chilled.    Too  Much  Dosing? 

Mr.  Editor:— What  ails  my  chicks?  They  were 
hatched  in  an  incubator,  and  were  strong  and  lively, 
fed  them  bread  and  egg  chopped  line,  then  bread 
crumbs,  wheat  and  oat  meal.  Gave  them  sharp  sand, 
clean  fresh  water,  and  a  clover  sod  every  day. 

The  incubator  was  run  at  103  degrees,  the  brooder  at 
7.~»  degrees  to  uu  degrees.  They  did  well  the  tirst  week ; 
t  ben  began  to  droop  and  die ;  seemed  to  have  diarrhoea. 
Gave  them  camphor,  paregoric,  glycerine,  white  oak 
bark  tea,  carbolic  acid  in  drinking  water,  and  castor 
Oil  — none  of  which  did  any  good.  Changed  feed 
several  limes;  gave  mash  and  dry  grain.  The  result 
was  fifteen  puny  chicks  out  of  seventy-seven. 

The  first  two  hatches  grew  without  trouble.  Treated 
■  them  the  same  as  the  last  hatch,  which  are  Julychlcks. 

My  old  rooster,  a  Silver  Laced  Wyandotte,  has 
adopted  two  little  chicks;  they  are  not  feathering  out 
well,  so  he  broods  them  like  an  old  hen.  He  sits  on 
the  floor  of  tin-  coop  every  night  with  them  under  his 
wings.  W.H.  R. 

Idle  wood,  Pa. 

Chicks  were  probably  chilled  by  brooder 
temperature  getting  too  low.  It  is  a  wonder 
to  us  that  any  of  them  lived  after  such  a 
variety  of  medicines  and  so  much  dosing.  It 
does  not  pay  to  be  everlastingly  fussing  over 
and  doctoring  little  chicks.  If  chicks  are  kept 
warm  enough  (not  too  warm),  have  plenty  of 
fresh  water  and  grit,  and  are  fed  aud  cared 
for  intelligently,  there  will  be  very  little  if 
anv  need  of  dosing  them. 


Overcome  by  Heat  and  Overfeeding. 

Mr.  Editor:—  What  is  the  matter  with  my  P.  Rock 
hens  ?  They  lie  on  their  side  unable  to  walk  ;  just  stag- 
ger along.  Some  have  a  watery  mucus  in  eyes,  and  the 
slull'ruus  all  the  time.  They  have  no  use  of  legs,  but 
sit  back  on  the  knees  and  eat  but  little;  seem  frightened 
all  the  time.  At  least  six  or  seven  are  affected.  One 
died  on  roost,  one  got  well,  and  I  killed  the  rest. 

My  poultry  run  at  large,  and  have  access  to  oats, 
wheat  field,  sorghum  and  corn  stacks.  I  thought  pos- 
sibly they  were  too  fat,  and  took  apoplexy,  or  sun- 
stroke, as  the  weather  has  been  very  hot.  The  eombs 
aod  wattles  are  brilliant  and  very  feverish.  They 
have  clean  open  quarters,  and  fresh  well  water. 

Chillicotbe,  Texas.  Mrs.  S.  T. 

If  you  are  to  cure  your  fowls  and  prevent 
the^same  sickness  in  others  they  must  be  kept 
away  from  the  grain  fields  and  stacks  until 
cold  weather  at  least.  The  symptoms  are  the 
danger  signals  of  liver  disease.  Of  course 
heat  played  its  part.  The  fowls  probably 
would  have  withstood  gorging  themselves 
with  the  new  grain  fairly  well  if  the  weather 
had  been  cooler.  Nevertheless,-  you  will 
always  have  more  or  less  trouble  if  you  allow 
them  too  much  liberty  with  new  grain.  Try 
rive  drops  of  tincture  of  nux  vomica  to  each 
quart  of  drinking  water. 


House  Questions. 

Mr.  Editor:—  1  have  gone  into  the  poultry  business 
wiih  a  man  who  I  thought  had  all  the  necessary 
experience,  but  after  putting  my  money  into  it  t  find 
he  has  yet  lots  to  learn. 

We  have  built  a  hen  house  inside  an  old  barn,  using 
outer  wall  of  barn  for  one  side  of  hen  house.  The 
bouse  is  42  feet  long  x  6  feet  high  and  10  feet  wide,  and 
we  have  divided  it  into  live  compartments  with  Hve 
runways  across  the  barn  for  scratching  purposes. 
The  lop  is  covered  with  a  board  roof  with  paper  on 
top  and  hay  on  top  of  paper  for  warmth;  also  it  is 
lined  with  sheathing  paper,  and  made  as  near  as  pos- 
sible air  tight,  with  three  ventilators  four  inches 
square  protruding  six  inches  below  the  roof.  The 
following  perplexities  occur  to  me: 

1-t.  Where  are  the  nests  to  be  put,  if  not  in  the 
roosting  house?  We  have  no  other  place  for  them 
that  1  can  see. 

2d.  Is  such  a  house  warm  enough  to  insure  goodly 
number  of  eggs  this  winter  without  artificial  heat? 

3d.  Are  spring  chickens  best  for  us  to  buy,  or  old 

»ens?  W.H.C. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

1st.  We  always  advise  putting  the  nest 
boxes  in  the  roosting  room,  as  you  will  see  in 
the  plans  in  June  loth  number.  Put  your 
nest  boxes  under  the  roost  platforms. 

2d.  Whether  the  house  would  be  warm 
enough,  would  depend  upon  some  things,  but 


we  certainly  would  advise  against  artificial 
heat;  that  is  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  Does 
any  sunlight  reach  your  roosting  compart- 
ments? We  very  much  want  sunshine  in  our 
own  sleeping  room,  and  want  it  forthe  fowls' 
sleeping  room  also.  Sunlight  is  a  great  boon 
to  all  animals. 

Eggs  next  winter  will  depend  more  upon 
your  food  ration  than  anything  else,  and  the 
food  ration  will  also  supply  the  caloric  to 
keep  the  fowls  warm,  if  you  manage  it  right  ly. 

3d.  Whether  to  buy  spring  chickens  or  old 
heus,  depends  upon  what  you  want.  If  you 
want  eggs  this  fall  and  winter,  early  hatched 
pullets  will  give  them  to  you.  Early  moult- 
ing hens  can  he  made  to  lay  well  in  the  winter 
also;  hut  if  your  object  is  immediate  profit 
we  would  unhesitatingly  say,  buy  early 
hatched  chickens. 


Feeding  Cow  Pea  Hay. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  cow  pea  hay,  or  fodder,  as  it 
might  be  called,  take  the  place  of  clover  hay  for  feed- 
ing to  poultry  if  it  is  cut  flue— or  would  it  be  unsuit- 
able? 

I  have  a  nice  field  of  cow  peas,  but  no  clover,  and 
thought  of  trying  feeding  it.  I  have  never  seen  any 
mention  made  of  it  in  F. -P.,  which  is  my  main  guide 
in  poultry  matters.  P.  E.  L. 

Jackson,  Mich. 

We  have  not  at  hand  any  tables  which  give 
us  information  as  to  the  feeding  value  of  cow 
pea  hay;  but  cow  peas  rank  almost  exactly 
with  clover  and  alfalfa,  and  you  could  feed 
the  peas  themselves  as  a  substitute  for  clover. 

Write  to  your  experiment  station  for  their 
judgment  on  cow  pea  hay.  It  may  be  a  suit- 
able food  as  a  substitute  for  clover,  but  most 
straw  or  fodder  is  of  a  very  different  value 
from  the  grain,  and  loses  much  of  its  food 
elements  iu  ripening  the  grain;  that  is,  the 
quality  of  its  stock  goes  into  the  grain;  but 
your  experiment  station  people  can  give  you 
an  opinion,  no  doubt. 


Windows  for  Front  of  Scratching  Shed. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  notice  in  your  scratching  shed  plan 
in  June  15th  number  of  F.-P.,  that  you  advocate  the 
use  of  waterproof  sheeting  for  curtains.  I  would 
like  to  ask  you  if  windows  in  the  front  would  not  be 
better  than  curtains.  I  mean  for  them  to  swing  in 
and  be  fastened  to  the  roof  in  fair  weather.  I  am 
going  to  build  a  house  on  your  plan,  and  would  like 
to  know.  Please  answer  in  your  paper.         S.  W. 

Seattle,  Wash. 

Windows  in  the  front  of  the  scratching 
shed  would  be  equally  good,  but  we  question 
if  they  would  be  any  better.  They  would  be 
considerably  more  expensive,  and  would  be 
much  heavier  to  handle.  One  of  the  points 
in  favor  of  the  curtains,  is  that  they  are 
extremely  light, —  waterproof  muslin  tacked 
to  a  simple  frame.  To  properly  handle  win- 
dows, one  would  need  to  have  a  board  par- 
tition with  the  windows  set  into  it  iu  such 
manner  that  the  partition  would  fully  support 
the  window,  which  would  be  much  more 
costly  and  very  much  heavier.  The  window 
would  let  in  light,  but  the  curtain  does  that 
also,  and  the  curtain  has  the  further  advant- 
age of  letting  iu  some  air — it  simply  excludes 
snow  and  rain.  No,  our  judgment  is  in  favor 
of  the  curtain. 


Best  for  a  City  Lot. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  got  a  little  money  wh.icn  I 
wish  to  invest  in  a  few  fowls.  I  have  not  got  a  great 
lot  of  room  to  keep  them  in,  as  I  live  in  the  city,  and  I 
want  to  try  a  pair  of  hens  and  a  cock.  Will  you  give 
me  your  idea  of  which  you  would  buy,  between  the 
S.  C.  W.  Leghorns  and  the  W.  P.  Rocks?  I  want 
birds  that  will  lay  fairly  and  sit  well— a  small  fowl 
preferred.  If  there  is  another  kind  besides  these  I 
name,  kindly  recommend  that  which  you  think  will 
suit  me  best.  T.  F.  B. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

As  between  White  Leghorns  and  White 
P.  Rocks,  we  would  say  unhesitatingly  White 
P.  Rocks,  as  we  think  the  White  Leghorns 
would  be  much  less  desirable  confined  in  a 
city  lot,  and  besides,  they  are  apt  to  fly  badly. 
Then,  too,  the  Leghorns  do  not  sit,  hence 
you  would  have  to  have  an  incubator  or  some 
other  birds,  if  you  wished  to  hatch  chickens. 
The  White  Wyandottes  would  be  equally 
good  for  your  purpose.  They  ate  equally 
good  layers,  esteemed  to  be  a  point  better  as 
poultry,  are  excellent  sitters  and  mothers, 
and  are  slightly  smaller  than  the  White  P. 
Rocks. 


Wants  Caponizing  Tools. 

Mr.  Editor:—!  am  thinking  of  caponizing  some  of 
my  cockerels,  and  am  directed  to  you  for  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  tools  and  other  points  needful  for 
a  beginner.  J.  B. 

Westport,  Mass. 

We  sell  caponizing  tools  at  $2.75  the  set. 
The  book  of  instructions  is  25c;  or  we  will 
sell  the  caponizing  set  with  book  of  instruc- 
tions and  Earm-Poultky  one  year  for  $3.25. 
See  the  advertisement  on  the  inside  back 
cover  page  of  Aug.  loth  F.-P. 


Has  Something  to  Learn. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  shall  be  very  thankful  to 
you  for  your  advice  in  regard  to  the  best 
course  to  pursue.  My  circumstances  are  as 
follows:  I  started  two  years  ago  this  fall,  to 
hatch  chicks  with  an  incubator.  The  incu- 
bator was  of  my  own  make,  and  on  the  hot 
water  plan,  and  I  had  good  success  in  hatch- 
ing. I  tried  raising  the  chickens  in  an  out- 
door brooder,  also  hot  water  plan,  but  without 
success.  Could  not  supply  the  chicks  with 
sufficient  beat  and  ventilation.  A  year  ago 
this  spring  I  built  a  brooder  house  10  ft.  wide, 
20  ft.  long,  8  ft.  high  on  the  south  side,  2  ft. 
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WHEN  YOU 
SHOW 

Your  poultry  at  a  Fair,  be 
sure  they  are  not  lousy.  If 
you  forget  this  until  they  are 
In  the  exhibition  coops,  li  will 
put  the  finishing  touches  on 
them  to  dust  each  one  with 
>  Lambert's  Death  to  Lice. 
They  will  then  "  show  oil  "  to 
best  advantage,  and  get  all 
they  are  worth,  instead  of  standing  dumped  up 
and  picking  themselves  every  opportunity. 

WHEN  YOU  WIN 

Anything  worth  winning  with  lousy  birds, 
except  where  there  is  no  competition,  let  me 
know  It.  In  former  years  "anv  old  thing"  was 
thought  capable  of  doing  the  business;  now  we 
must  show  our  best  to  get  a  share  of  the  money. 
Good  stock  will  count,  but  good  feed  and  care 
are  what  tells  the  story,  ami  lousy  chickens  can- 
not be  said  to  receive  qood  care.  If  yours  are  so 
atlected  now,  whose  fault  is  it  ? 

WHEN  YOU  ORDER 

A  louse  killer  be  sure  and  gets  Lambert's.  We 
cover  the  whole  ground,  give  ihe  best  guaranty: 
no  work,  no  pay;  andean  show  more  testimoni- 
als than  all  other  like  remedies  combined.  This 
powder  does  not  injure  the  finest  show  plumage 
yet  it  cleanses  and  beautifies  down  to  the  skin. 

Death- to  Lice  Powder  for  duslillg  show  stock 
and  other  choice  poultry.  Samples  10c.  postpaid. 
Dealers  sell  IS  oz.  box  25c:  4Soz.  60c.;  100  oz.  $1. 

Death  to  Lice  Ointment  for  head  lice  on  chicks 
or  children,  scaly  shanks  on  fowls,  etc.,  10  and 
25c,  postpaid. 

Death  to  Lice  Special  for  making  a  liquid 
killer  for  mites  and  spider  lice,  4  oz.  10c:  l(i  oz. 
40c.  postpaid. 

Agent's  outfit  $3.  Book  and  full  particulars 
free. 

D.  J.  LAMBERT, 
Box  800.  Apponaug,  R.  I. 

Pocket  Book  Pointers  Free. 


THE  CYPHERS 


NOW    GOES    TO    ALL    PARTS    OF    THE    U.  S. 
FREIGHT  PREPAID. 


The  Only   Incubator  Requiring 
No  Artificial  Moisture. 


Though  the  Cyphers  is  a  recognized  leader  the  world  over,  many  improvements  have  been  made  on  it  this 
year,  and  today  it  slands  for  all  that  brains  aud  science  can  produce  along  this  line. 


The  Cyphers  Brooder 


Built  on  entirely  new  principles  is  the  machine  you  want.   Catalogues  free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO. 

Box  4,  T7V-A.YI*-A.a\TID,  Y. 
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Far  m-  Poultry 


September  15 


bigb  on  the  north  side.  This  I  divided  into 
four  pens  5  x  10  ft.  each.  I  used  the  west 
pen  for  heatiug  room,  and  heated  by  four  hot 
water  pipes  running  from  and  to  a  brick 
furnace,  but  it  was  impossible  to  keep  an 
even  heat  with  the  furnace,  so  I  changed  to 
an  oil  stove,  that  is,  one  of  those  with  three 
4-inch  burners,  and  that  did  very  well  when 
the  weather  was  not  too  cold,  but  in  cold 
weather  it  would  not  supply  enough  heat, 
and  I  did  not  have  much  success  with  it. 

Last  spring  I  cut  the  pipes  into  two  sections, 
using  two  lamps  instead  of  one.  I  built  a 
lamp  house  in  each  end  of  the  brooder  bouse, 
and  heated  two  pens  with  each  lamp.  I  got 
some  thermostatic  bars,  and  put  regulators 
on  the  hovers.  My  building  and  lamp  houses 
were  not  very  tight,  and  in  cold  windy 
weather  I  had  trouble  in  keeping  up  heat, 
though  I  think  that  can  easily  be  overcome. 
Notwithstanding  the  struggle,  I  had  fair  suc- 
cess with  my  first  hatch,  which  came  off  the 
first  of  March.  After  the  weather  got  warm 
I  had  no  success.  I  had  a  brick  furnace  in 
the  center  of  the  house  to  keep  up  heat  in  the 
pens,  so  the  chicks  could  come  out  and  exer- 
cise. The  house  has  four  windows  on  the 
south  side  2x3  ft.,  one  in  each  pen.  The 
windows  are  about  three  feet  from  the  ground 
inside. 

I  have  now  three  100-egg  and  two  200-egg 
iucubators.  I  have  a  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
and  have  been  farming  some  rented  land. 
Now,  what  I  would  like  to  do  is,  to  hire  a 
man  to  farm  my  own  land,  and  spend  my 
time  in  raising  poultry  and  small  fruit,— that 
is,  broilers  in  winter,  ducks  in  summer,  and 
hens  for  eggs.  I  had  fair  success  with  hens 
for  eggs  last  winter,  as  my  record  for  Janu- 
ary, February  and  March  will  show.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  take  care  of  the  poultry 
myself,  being  busy  with  my  farm  work. 
My  wife  did  what  she  could,  and  a  great  deal 
had  to  be  neglected.  My  neighbors  and 
friends  make  sport  of  my  attempts,  and  try 
to  discourage  me.  but  I  am  bound  to  succeed 
with  poultry,  for  I  would  rather  do  that  than 
any  other  business.  I  want  now  to  begin 
right.  Many  failures  have  been  a  drain  on 
my  purse.  I  have  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  Leghorn  hens  and  pullets  —  about  forty 
pullets,  seventy-five  yearling  hens,  and 
twenty-five  two  year  old  hens.  I  have  house 
room  for  about  seventy-five  hens  for  winter, 
and  a  scratching  shed  10  x  24.  I  have  fifteen 
Pekin  ducks  and  three  drakes.  I  have  a  bone 
cutter  and  plenty  of  good  clover,  but  no  clover 
cutter.  I  feel  confident  with  my  laying  hens, 
but  am  not  sure  of  success  with  the  chicks 
and  brooding.  I  have  no  fear  about  the 
hatchiug.  What  I  feel  most  in  need  of  at 
present  is  a  proper  arrangement  of  my  brooder 
house.  I  papered  it  last  spring  with  Xeponset 
building  paper,  and  also  with  Xeponset  roof- 
ing paper  on  the  roof,  but  it  is  not  warm 
enough  yet.  If  I  should  hatch  and  raise 
chicks  this  winter,  would  it  be  advisable  to 
have  a  stove  in  the  brooder  house?  TYood 
would  cost  me  nothing  here.  How  many 
broilers  can  I  expect  to  raise  to  a  marketable 
s'ze  with  the  room  I  have?  "Would  it  be 
advisable  to  use  the  capacity  I  now  have  this 
winter  for  practice  aud  experience?  I  want 
to  gradually  let  go  of  the  farm  work,  except 
to  superintend  it,  and  take  up  poultry  and 
fruit  to  devote  my  own  time  to,  but  I  am 
afraid  to  let  go  farming  until  I  have  more 
assurance  of  success  than  I  now  have. 

Crescent  City,  111.  M.  L.  O. 

[This  is  not  a  very  encouraging  story.  In 
the  language  of  the  prayer  book,  you  have 
done  many  things  which  you  ought  not  to 
have  done,  and  left  undone  many  things 
which  you  ought  to  have  done,  aud  we  think 
you  have  got  to  pretty  much  begin  over  agaiu 
to  insure  success.  It  is  useless  to  try  to  raise 
chickens  in  winter  unless  you  have  sufficient 
heat  aud  good  ventilation.  The  buildiug 
should  also  be  ceiled  inside  the  studs  and 
rafters,  to  make  a  dead  air  space,  which 
would  make  it  considerably  warmer.  Even 
then  your  four  pens  would  give  you  capacity 
for  but  fifty  or  sixty  chicks  each,  say  two 
hundred  and  fifty  chicks,  and  you  cannot 
make  much  of  an  income  on  that  number  of 
chicks;  neither  can  you  make  much  income 
from  eggs  with  house  room  for  but  seventy- 
five  hens. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever  about  the 
profitableness  of  raising  eggs  for  market,  and 
winter  chicks,  but  one  must  have  room  to  do 


a  reasonably  largfc  business  in  order  to  make 
it  profitable.  You  could  just  as  well  care  for 
one  thousand  chicks  as  for  two  hundred  and 
fifty;  and  one  thousand  chicks  would  pay  you 
four  times  as  much  profit  as  would  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty. 

Whether  it  would  be  profitable  to  hire  a 
man  to  do  the  farm  work,  *o  that  you  could 
be  free  for  chicken  work,  would  depend  upon 
many  things,  such  as  market  for  crops,  and 
the  ability  the  man  displayed  in  producing 
crops  —  and  of  that  we  know  nothing.  We 
think  your  best  plan  would  be  to  study  the 
problems  and  get  more  knowledge;  also  get 
experience,  which  comes  by  study  and  prac- 
tice.—  Ed.] 


r  — — — ™— — — - 

s  Worth  Dollars 


Discouraging  Conditions. 
Mr.  Editor: — I  euclose  five  cents,  for  which 
please  send  me  a  copy  of  Eakm-Poultry, 
Oct.  1, 1896,  containing  the  article,  "  A  Typi- 
cal Poultry  Man."'  I  took  Farm-Poultry 
in  1894,  but  did  not  renew  when  my  time  was 
out. 

I  have  been  six  years  trying  to  convince  my 
husband  that  it  would  pay  to  have  some 
arrangement  made  to  raise  poultry,  and  I 
have  got  him  just  a  little  interested,  and  feel 
encouraged.  We  are  on  a  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred aud  forty  acres,  and  nothing  fixed  to 
raise  chickens.  We  have  a  few  common  ones 
about  the  barn,  where  we  never  get  the  eggs, 
and  they  are  an  annoyance. 

I  have  decided  to  try  Plymouth  Rocks,  and 
try  but  one  kind,  as  I  cannot  have  the  dif- 
ferent yards  necessary  for  different  varieties. 
While  my  husbaud  was  in  Louisiana  last 
winter,  I  had  a  yard  where  there  were 
several  kiuds  of  young  fruit  trees  fenced 
with  poultry  netting.  I  don't  know  the 
amount  of  ground,  but  it  took  four  hundred 
and  seventy  feet  of  netting.  I  put  the  twenty 
scrub  hens  in  there  in  the  spring,  and  they 
have  laid  oue  thousand  eggs.  I  know  that  is 
not  much  laying,  but  it  is  a  gain  over  the 
past,  as  I  have  had  sometimes  four  or  five 
fresh  ones  brought  in,  and  sometimes  a  hatful 
that  were  not  good.  I  am  going  to  have  a 
house  built,  and  another  piece  of  ground, 
which  is  planted  with  trees,  fenced.  It  will 
take  at  least  one  thousand  feet  of  netting.  I 
am  going  to  have  a  partition  in  the  house, 
and  scratching  shed,  and  also  in  the  yard, 
and  put  in  a  pen  of  the  choicest  fowls,  aud 
use  their  eggs  for  hatching.  There  are  two 
things  which  I  feel  it  will  be  very  necessary 
to  have :  Farm-Poultry,  which  I  will  sub- 
scribe for,  and  Mann's  bone  cutter  Xo.  4, — 
that  is,  I  want  this  particular  bone  cutter, 
but  do  not  know  whether  it  would  pay  to 
get  this  or  a  smaller  one.  If  it  pays  at  all,  I 
should  think  that  that  would  be  the  best  one 
to  buy. 

Do  you  think  it  would  pay  me  to  buy  that 
bone  cutter?  I  thought  I  might  let  neighbors 
run  it,  and  ^accept  toll  as  other  grinding  is 
done.  In  that  case  it  would  be  a  better  one 
than  oue  of  the  ST  machines.  F.  K. 

Sybene,  Ohio. 

[This  is  certainly  an  instructive  picture, 
aud  we  can  but  think  the  six  years  of  effort 
to  get  the  husband  interested  is  partially 
accounted  for  by  Mrs.  K.'s  dropping  her  sub- 
scription to  Farm-Poultry.  If  she  had  had 
that  interesting  paper  at  hand,  with  its  many 
illustrations  of  the  profitableness  of  keeping 
poultry  well,  aud  there  at  home  the  unprofit- 
ableness of  keepiug  it  on  the  haphazard 
common  farm  methods,  we  think  she  would 
have  accomplished  her  object  in  less  than 
six  years;  but  the  fact  that  she  has  got  the 
common  scrub  hens  yarded,  and  has  got  one 
thousand  eggs  from  them  this  spring,  is  cer- 
tainly an  object  lesson.  Her  husband  ought 
to  be  able  to  see  that  it  was  a  paying  invest- 
ment to  get  rid  of  the  ahnoyauce  of  the  hens 
about  the  barn.  That  they  are  a  great  annoy- 
ance there,  any  intelligent  man  can  see. 

We  think  Mrs.  K.  is  wise,  too,  in  deciding 
to  have  good  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  have  but 
one  kind,  and  if  she  will  select  a  pen  of  the 
best  ones,  that  is  the  best  layers,  to  breed 
from,  she  will  very  soon  be  able  to  show  a 
profit  ou  that  part  of  the  farm  work  which 
will  make  some  other  departments  look  tired. 

Whether  it  will  pay  to  buy  the  bone  cutter, 
will  somewhat  depend  upon  the  opportunity 
to  get  fresh  bones.  If  she  can,  it  is  quite  cer- 
tain she  will  get  more  eggs;  and  if  she  can 
rent  it  to  her  neighbors  for  a  small  fee,  or  for 
toll,  she  will  certainly  do  well  to  buy  it.— Ed.] 


TO  EVERY 

Poultry  Raiser 


ALL   PREVIOUS   LISTS   NOW  VOID. 

There  are  hundreds  of  poultry  raisers  to  whom  any  one  of  the 
Special  Poultry  Articles  enumerated  below,  if  carefully 

read  and  digested,  might  be  worth  many  dollars.  Note  the  low  cost 
to  obtain  same.    They  are  all  practical,  helpful  articles  worth  keeping. 

For  5  Cents  in  postage  stamps  we  will  send  any  one  article 
named  below ;    or  any  six  different  articles  for  25  cents. 

In  ordering  give  the  number,  also  the  title  of  article. 

These  Special  Poultry  Articles  will  make  valuable  matter  to  keep  for 
future  reference  and  study,  and  can  never  be  duplicated,  for  they  will  soon 

be  out  of  print.  Order  early,  our  supply  is  limited. 

LIST  OF  SPECIAL  POULTRY  ARTICLES: 

1.  Perfect  Hen  House.  10.  Making  a  Living  with  Poultry. 

2.  Feeding  for  Eggs.  11.  A  City  Poultry  Farm  (Illustrated). 

3.  Monev  in  Hens  (bv  a  successful  raiser).  13.  House  for  Cold,  also  Hot  Climati-  (Illustrated). 

4.  The  \Vyandottes  (Illustrated  Description).  14.  Hot  Water  Brooder  Svstem  (Illustrated). 

5.  White  Breeds  (Described  and  Illustrated).  15.  Work  for  Women. 

6.  Incubator  Regulating  (by  Rankin).  16.  Crossing  and  Re-Crossing. 

7.  First  Steps  with  Young  Chicks.  17.  Selling  Eggs  fur  Hatching. 

8.  Poultry  Culture  (by  Hawkins).  18.  Whv  the  Failures  (verv  valuable  article). 

9.  About  Duck  Raising  (Illustrated).  19.  This  is  Common  Sense. 

Any  One  sent  for  5  cents;  any  Six  for  25  cents. 

Order  early,  as  the  supply  is  limited,  and  icill  soon  be  out  of  print. 

IF  ORDERED  ALL,  AT  OXE  TIME,  we  will  send  all  the  articles  as  numbered  above  for  75  cents :  or 
with  Farm-Poultky  one  year  for  $1.50.  Farm-Poi  ltry.  the  best  poultry  paper  in  the  world,  is 
issued  twice  a  month,  and  costs  $1.00  a  year:  50  cents  for  6  months. 

Order  by  numbers,  stating  plainly  what  yon  want.  Send  cash  or  stamps  to 


I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO,, 


22  CUSTOM  HOUSE  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


SPECIAL  YAJLUE. 

Complete  Volumes  of  Farm-Poultry,  Graded  Series. 

Sent  Express  prepaid  by  us:  or  25c.  less  may  be  sent  in  each  case,  if  you  pay  the  express  when 
you  receive  the  package. "  lu  either  case  you  get  great  value. 

Yolumes  1.  2  and  3.   Bound.  One  Book.  $1.75 

For  beginners  and  those  wishing  information  for  starting  in  Poultry  Raising. 

Yolumes  4  and  5.   Unbound.  One  Package,  $1.25 

A  step  in  advance  after  Yolumes  1,  2  and  3  have  bet-u  read  and  digested. 

Yolumes  6  and  7.  Inbound.  One  Package.  $2.00 

For  niftre  advanced  students  of  Poultry  Culture  for  profit,  aud  worth  many  times 
the  cost  to  auy  one. 

Each  lot  sent  alone.  As  Vol.  1.  2  and  3  for  $1.75;  Vol.  4  and  5  for  $1-25:  Vol.  G  and  7  for  52.— Ex- 
press prepaid  by  us;  or  you  paying  express,  sent  fur  S1.-JO,  $1.00,  $1.75  respectively. 

OR  ALL  £?82?5?iJ£2S££  FOR  S^.OO. 
Address,  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  Street,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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Bound  Volumes 

PARM-POULTRY,  i 

Till 


MES  IN 


With  Complete  Full  Index. 

W'e  will  furnish  all  of  the  numbers  from  September.  1SS9,  to  September.  1S92.  (three  years)  fn  one  book.TW 
largo  iiuarto  pages.  Bound  in  Cloth  ;  Elegant  Embossed,  Gold  Lettered  Hark  and  side. 

Price  $|,75  postpaid  .  » any  part  of  the  United  States. 

"     $2.50  for  the  bound  volume,  express  paid,  and  a  year's  subscription. 
THIS  OFFER  we  make  to  either  old  or  new  subscribers. 

You  Cannot  Obtain  I^T^ir^ 

 ->«^«^^  erature    as    much  real 

practical  information  regarding  the  profitable  raising  of  poultry  as  is  con- 
tained in  this  great  volume.  Certainly  we  are  giving  five  dollars  \\ortrij>f 
live  practical  matter,  which  we  shall  supply  all  bound,  for  only  ^l.T'o, 
postpaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Cooping  for  Foreign  Shipment. 

Mr.  Editor :  —  Let  me  tell  H.  F.  Cox  bow  I 
ship  poultry  to  Demarara  ami  Trinidad, 
British  Guiana.  1  take  two  CO  qt.  berry 
crates,  nail  them  together  by  two  strips  on 
the  bottom,  having  nailed  them  so  that  when 
right  side  up  the  two  covers  open  on  the  out- 
side. I  place  the  covers  erect;  nail  strips 
across  from  one  to  the  other,  making  a  top. 
I  then  nail  a  cross  piece  for  a  roost  on  where 
the  two  fronts  of  the  crates  come  together, 
covering  the  joint.  I  then  close  up  with  slats 
one  end,  put  in  the  birds,  and  close  the  other 
end  like  the  first.  This  crate  is  strong,  not 
wry  heavy,  will  hold  six  birds  in  comfort, 
and  costs  twenty-three  cents.  I  have  used 
them  three  years,  making  from  six  to  ten 
shipments  a  year,  and  don't  know  a  fault  to 
find  with  them.  I  love  your  paper.  It  has 
Bhanged  many  of  my  methods  for  good  in 
more  senses  than  one.  A.  C.  F. 

No.  Deering,  Me. 


As  to  Cow  Peas. 

Mr.  Editor  :—  In  your  issue  of  the  1st  inst., 
page  277,  in  replying  to  J.  W.,  you  give  the 
analysis  of  cow  pea  hay,  and  then  compare 
it  with  the  grain  of  corn,  oats,  and  barley. 
Your  comparison  is  very  likely  to  give  J.  W. 
a  very  erroneous  idea  of  one  of  the  best,  if  not 
the  best  grains  for  poultry  extant.  Cow  peas 
are  largely  grown  south  of  the  Mason  and 
Dixon  line,  and  form  the  principal  food  of 
the  farmers'  hens  throughout  the  fall  and 
winter.  If  you  will  turn  to  page  30  of  the 
bulletin  to  which  you  refer,  you  will  see  that 
cow  peas  are  the  richest  in  protein  of  any 
grain  grown  iu  this  country,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  soja  beans  aud  peanut  kernels,  and 
they  are  not  grown  to  any  extent. 

Bartlett,  Tenn.  W,  J.  G.  W. 

[Our  correspondent  is  wholly  mistaken,  as 
we  do  not  mention  cow  pea  hay  at  all.  In 
the  table  given  we  quote  the  figures  of  Bulle- 
tin So.  22,  as  to  cow  peas,— (not  cow  pet  hay) . 
Of  the  latter  we  have  no  information.— Ed.] 


Incubator  Cellar  Under  Poultry  House. 

Mr.  Editor : —  "Would  it  be  practicable  to 
build  an  incubator  cellar  under  one  or  more 
secti'ins  of  a  poultry  house  constructed  upon 
the  scratching  shed  plan,  and  also  to  use  the 
scratching  shed  houses  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  chicks  for  broilers  in  this  manner 
until  time  for  hatching  chicks  for  winter 
layers  next  year? 

I  wish  to  raise  poultry  for  eggs  and  the 
table,  (for  market),  aud  I  would  like  to  put 
a  small  farm  which  I  have  just  gained  control 
of  into  working  order  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  do  not  wish  to  expend  any  more  money 
than  is  absolutely  necessary,  aud  for  that 
reason  would  like  to  know  whether  a  long 
house  built  upon  the  scratching  shed  system 
cannot  be  adapted  to  use  temporarily  as  a 
plant  for  raising  early  broilers. 

I  propose  to  build  a  cellar,  say  10  x  12,  or 
10  x  15  ft.  directly  underneath  the  northwest 
(or  rather  west)  end  of  a  scratching  shed 
house  10  feet  wide  aud  108  feet  long,  divided 
into  six  separate  roosting  and  scratching 
pens,  and  to  adapt  the  house  on  the  west  end 
for  use  as  a  brooder  house,  transferring  the 
chirks  from  the  brooder  bouse  compartment 
to  the  other  houses  as  fast  as  they  become 
overcrowded  therein  by  the  accession  of 
new  comers. 

The  ground  upon  which  I  am  situated  is 
almost  level,  and  I  am  uncertain  as  to  whether 
it  is  best  to  dig  the  cellar  four  feet  deep  and 
with  six  feet  in  the  clear,  with  a  correspond- 
ingly low  room  above  for  the  brooder  house, 
or  to  arrange  the  whole  in  a  larger  room 
entirely  above  ground,  and  to  heat  it  by 
means  of  hot  water  pipes,  (the  house,  not  the 
Incubators). 

I  cannot  afford  at  present,  to  build  both 
brooder  house  aud  incubator  cellar,  and  also 
a  long  poultry  bouse.  It  is  too  late  to  hatch 
chickens  for  winter  layers  or  for  roasters, 
my  ultimate  objects,  and  yet  I  want  to  get 
under  way  at  once,  so  as  to  realize  something 
on  the  necessary  investment  during  the 
approaching  winter. 

Farm-Poultry  has  supplied  me  with  many 
valuable  pointers  since  I  began  taking  it  last 
January.  I  started  to  hatch  chickens  for 
winter  layers  last  March.  I  have  now  five 
good  strong  Barred  Rocks,  as  the  result  of 
one  hundred  eggs  in  the  incubator.   I  should 


have  bad  more,  but  my  duties  as  a  member 
of  the  militia  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
interfered  with  my  plans  very  materially,  aud 
I  must  therefore  start  anew.  B. 
Providence,  It.  [, 

[The  plan  is  quite  practicable,  but  the 
question  would  arise,  is  it  advisable?  For 
this  present  season's  operations  it  may  seem 
desirable,  but  is  it  not  wiser  to  consider 
future  seasons  also? — and  in  those  future 
seasons  we  think  you  will  want  the  incubator 
cellar  under  your  brooder  bouse,  or,  at  least, 
in  close  proximity  to  it. 

If  you  build  it  under  the  proposed  west  end 
of  the  poultry  house,  you  can  temporarily 
divide  your  scratching  shed  into  two  pens  for 
individual  brooders,  similar  to  the  divisions 
in  the  brooder  house  showu  on  the  first  page 
of  March  1st  number. —  Ed.] 


We  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  the  ad.  of  F.  AW  Maun  Co.,  of  Milford, 
Mass.,  which  makes  its  first  appearance  with 
this  issue  for  the  season  of  1898-9.  These 
people  are  the  manufacturers  of  the  now 
world  famous  Maun  Green  Bone  Cutters, 
which  since  their  introduction  to  the  public 
have  completely  revolutionized  the  poultry 
industry.  There  is  abundance  of  testimony 
to  prove  that  the  feeding  of  green  bone  cut 
by  these  machiues  has  doubled  the  production 
of  eggs  in  hundreds  of  instances.  These 
people  wish  us  to  state  that  they  are  better 
than  ever  prepared  to  handle  the  trade 
entrusted  to  them.  See  their  ad.  on  another 
page. 


It  will  pay  you  to  read  Cleveland  Poultry 
Co.'s  ad.;  they  report  doing  a  "Laud  Office 
Business,"  especially  in  \  ton  lots  of  crushed 
shells  and  grit.  Write  them  for  quarter-ton 
prices  and  freights  at  Plattsburg,  ST.  Y.  Con- 
sumers are  buying  thus,  making  out  of  what 
they  dispose  of  to  their  neighbors  to  cover  the 
cost  of  those  thev  used  themselves. 


We  received  a  note  from  Edward  T. 
Murphy,  of  East  "Whitman,  Mass.,  stating 
that  he  has  about  300  head  of  excellent 
S.  C.  Brown  Leghorns,  which  are  coming 
along  nicely.  Mr.  Murphy  is  a  careful 
breeder,  and  in  his  yards  is  the  first  and 
special  prize  cockerel  at  Madison  Square 
Garden,  N.  Y.,  1897.  Any  of  our  readers  in 
want  of  stock  will  do  well  to  write  to  him 
for  prices. 
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1  Flowers  for  Winter.  \ 

What  You  Can  Buy  for  25  cts.,  postpaid. 

'  5  Tlyacinths,  all  different  colore,  beautiful,  25c 
20  Tulips,  a  fine  assortment,  all  colors,  .  25c. 
10  Choicest  Varieties  Narcissus,  all  colors,  25c 
30  Crocus,  all  colors,  handsome,  .  .  25c. 
'  2  Chinese  Sacred  Lilies,  or  Joss  Flower,  25c  fc 
J  30  Freesias,  Alba,  Splendid  Winter  Bloomer,  25c.  j 
;  2  Calla  Lilies,  for  Winter  Blooming,  .  25c.  '• 
J  15  Oxalis,  all  Colors,  including  Buttercups,  25c.  '. 
6  Choice  Winterblooming  Roses,  all  colors,  25c.  ', 
5  Choice  Geraniums,  all  different,  .  .  25c. 
3  Carnations,  ready  to  bloom,       .      .  25c. 

2  Elegant  Decorative  Palms,     .      .      .  25c. 
8  Giant  Golden  Sacred  Lilies,  new  25c. 
You  may  eelect  3  complete  sets  for  60  cts.;  any 
o  sets  for  8!.   Get  your  neighbor  to  club  with  you 
and  get  yours  Free.  Catalogue  free ;  order  today. 
GItEAT  WESTERN  PLANT  CO.,Springfield,0. 
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SAVE^YOURFUEL 

By  using  our  (stovepipe)  RADIATOR 
With  its  120  Cross  Tubes, 

ONE  stove  or  furnace  does  the  work  of 
TWO.  Drop  postal  for  proofs  from 
prominent  men. 

TO  INTRODUCE  OUR  RADIATOR, 

where  we  have  no  active  agent  we 
will  sell  at  wholesale  price.  Wrlteat 

once. 

Rochester  Radiator  Company, 

90  Furnace  St.,  ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 
Our  yards  are  mated  for 

EXHIBITION 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  and 

Silver  Wyandottes. 

UTILITY. 

S.  C.  Brown  and  White  Leghorns.  Barred  riymouth 
Rocks.  Silver  Wyandottes  and  Ptkin  Ducks.  Send 
f..i  circular.  B.C.  POKTKK,  Chad  wicks,  N.  Y. 

FOR  POULTRY  . 

Per  200  lb.  Bag,  $1.50 
"   2001b.   "  1.50 
"   200  1b.   "  1.50 
"  2(i0  lb.  "  1.50 
"   100  lb.  "  2.50 
"■   100  1b.   '•  2.50 
"   1001b.  "  2.50 
"   100  1b.   "  2.50 
Price  List  and   Samples  free.    Orders  shipped 
promptly  by  freight  on  receipt  of  price.  Liberal  dis- 
count on  large  quantities  to  dealers. 
YORK  CHEMICAL  WORKS,  YOKK,  PA. 


Crashed  Oyster  Shells  ■ 
Crushed  Flint     -  -  - 
Calcite  ------- 

Ground  Brick  -   -   -  - 

Ground  Beef  Scraps  - 
Meat  Meal    -  -  -  -  - 

Granulated  Bone  -  - 
Bone  Meal 


ARMSTRONG  &  McKELVY 

Pittsburgh. 
BEYMER-BAUMAN 

Pittsburgh. 
DAVIS -CHAMBERS 

Pittsburgh. 

FAHNEST0CK 

Pittsburgh. 

ANCHOR  1 

■  Cincinnati. 
ECKSTEIN  ) 


ATLANTIC 

BRADLEY 

BROOKLYN 

JEWETT 

ULSTER 

UNION 

SOUTHERN 

SHIP  MAN 

COLLIER 

MISSOURI 

RED  SEAL 

SOUTHERN 


Chicago. 


)  St,  Louis. 


JOHN  T.  LEWIS  &  BROS  CO 

Philadelphia. 

MORLEY         ™      ,  . 

Cleveland. 

SALEM  Salem,  Moss. 

CORNELL  Buffalo. 
KENTUCKY  Louisville. 


THERE  are  several  sorts  of  reputation 
— good,  indifferent,  bad.  A  good 
reputation  is  the  sort  that  pays — 
the  only  sort  that  you,  as  a  dealer  or  painter, 
can  afford  to  have.  It  can  only  be  acquired 
by  selling  and  using  the  best  material.  In 
paint,  Pure  White  Lead  (see  list  of  genu- 
ine brands)  and  Pure  Linseed  Oil  are  the 
best. 

r\  w-v  r\  r\  By  using  National  Lead  Co.'s  Pure  White  Lead  Tinting  Colors, 
J*  f\L^C  any  dwh-ed  shade  is  readily  obtained.  Pamphlet  giving  valu- 
able information  and  card  showing  samples  of  colors  free  ;  also 
folder  showing  picture  of  house  painted  in  different  designs  or  various  styles  or 
combinations  of  shades  forwarded  upon  application  to  those  intending  to  paint. 


National  Lead  Co.,  100  Williai7i  St.,  New  York. 


COIVI1VEIT     LICE  MURDER 

if  you  wish  to  secure  the  best  results  from  yourpoultry.  You  cannot 
expect  hens  to  be  happy  aud  coutented,  and  to  lay  eggs  when  they  are 
covered  with  lice. 

THE  BEST  WAY   TO  GET  EGGS 
l's  to  kill  all  body  lice,  head  lice,  fleas,  bugs,  gnats  and  mites  that  are  suck- 
ing the  bens'  blood.   It  takes  both  blood  and  comfort  to  produce  eggs. 

THE  LIGHTNING  LICE  KILLING  MACHINE 
kills  them  all  instantly    No  tedious  handling  of  fowls.    Price  No.  1 
machine  $2.50;  No.  2.  $3;  No.  3.  S4;  Half  lb.  of  lice  powder  with  each 
machine.    Lightning  Poultry  Bits— prevent  all  feather  pulling,  $1.00  per 
doz.  Stamp  for  circular.  CHAS.  SCHILD  CO.  Box  14.  Ionia,  Mich. 


Doctor.  The  reason  why  Ripans  Tabules  cure  so  many  apparently  widely  differing  dis- 
eases is  found  in  the  fact  that  nearly  every  illness  from  which  men,  women 
and  children  snffer  is  a  direct  outcome  of  a  disordered  stomach.  Old  Dr.  John 
Abernethy,  the  father  of  modern  medicine,  used  to  say  to  his  patients  that  he 
regarded  the  stomach  as  the  kitchen  of  the  body,  that  when  that  was  out  of 
order  the  whole  house  would  very  soon  be  disturbed  in  proportion  to  its  dis- 
arrangement. So  firmly  did  this  idea  fasten  upon  him,  that  he  was  wont  to 
attribute  most  of  tho  ills  that  flesh  v,  heir  to,  to  abuse  of  the  digestive  organs, 
and,  when  the  good  old  man  came  1  >  die,  full  of  years  and  honors,  he  insisted 
that  his  disease  was  all  in  the  stomach,  saying,  "  We  all  treat  our  stomachs  ill 
when  we  are  young,  and  when  we  are  old  they  fail  us."  The  well-known  ef- 
ficiency of  Ripans  Tabules  as  a  medium  for  the  rehabilitation  of  a  stomach 
that  has  been  worn  out  or  abused,  has  established  in  the  minds  of  people  gen- 
erally the  three  well-known  catch  phrases :  they  banish  pain,  they  prolong 
life,  one  gives  relief. 

Anew  styie  packet  containing  ten  iupans  tabules  in  a  paper  carton  (without  glass)  is  now  for  sale  at  some 
drug  gtores-FOB  five  cents.  This  low-priced  sort  is  intended  forthe  poor  and  the  economical.  One  dozen 
of  the  five-cent  cartons  (120  tabules)  can  be  had  by  mail  by  sending  fortv-eight  cents  to  the  Ripans  chemical 
Company,  No.  10  Spruoa  Street,  New  York— o.  -  otngle  carton  (ten  tabules)  will  be  sent  for  Ave  cents. 


UlililillllUiilllilliliiiiaiuin.uiiiiiiiiwiiiimmiiiiiniuiimuimiliiiiiiminiimill 

AT  SOME -FUTURE  TIME 


aEvery  condition  necessary  to  com- 
^plete  and  entire  success  has  been 
^observed  and  the  resultisknown  to  poultry 
3men  ALU  OVER  THE  WORLD, 
^^lore  told  about  them,  and  our  mammoth 
31  Poultry  Farms  in  our  224  page  catalogue. 
3Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  10  cents.  • 


there  may  be  discovered  better  means 
of  hatching  and  brooding  chickens.  For 
the  present  however  there  is  nothing 
quite  equal  to  the 


"Reliable" 

Machines 

ELI  ABLE  INCUBATOR  AND  BROODER  CO.,  Quincy.il/. 


50  EGG  SIZE  BANTLING.  

rifTfnnTFnmmniffffmnnfHHjffHfFfmtinwfFHfrTinwHTmmTTTTfwrfnnnTTnmmm 


328 


i^ARM-POULTRV 


September  15 


MANNS  M  BONE  CUTTERS 


Fowl  Hits. 

My  Chickens. 

i  lie  chickens  that  I  used  ti»  own 

Were  blrdsof  high  degree: 
Rotll  far  and  favorably  known. 

And  beautiful  to  sec. 

I'd  watcli  the  Cochin  proudly  trot 

And  lower  o'er  tile  flock 
Composed  of  Leghorn,  Wyandotte, 

Brahma  and  Plymouth  Rock. 

I'd  greet  them  in  the  rosy  morn 

[n  complimentary  terms. 
And  throw  them  grains  of  shining  corn 

And  early  angleworms. 

A  roof  of  glass  kept  ofT  the  storm. 

But  not  the  sunny  ray  ; 
I  had  a  stove  to  keep  them  warm 

Against  a  winter  day. 

About  them  on  the  train  I'd  boast, 

1  o'er  their  beauty  sighed; 
My  costly  chickens  were  almost 

My  only  joy  and  pride. 

• 

•  * 

They  are  no  more— their  days  are  told. 

And  in  their  places  now 
The  meanest  fowls  that  come  for  gold 

Are  roosting  on  the  hough. 

They  are  an  onery-looklng  lot. 
They're  scrawny,  with  no  style; 

Observe  them,  and  upon  the  spot 
You  can't  withhold  a  smile. 

Their  crops  with  corn  I  never  till. 

But  set  them  free,  and  then 
They  gayly  skirmish  round  until 

They  clothe  the  Inner  lien. 

Their  fruit  abundant,  though  'tis  fried. 
Or  poached,  or  boiled,  or  shirred. 

Makes  me  rejoice  to  thluk  I've  tried 
The  commou  barnyard  bird. 

This  hi rd  shall  always  round  me  prowl, 

Or  linger  on  one  leg, 
And  not  the  prize  blue-blooded  fowl 

That  never  lays  an  egg. 

—Credit  Lost. 


When  Chickens  Crow  Fur  Day. 

Tls  well  enough  of  winter  nights  to  snuggle  down  in 
bed 

An'  draw  the  homespuu  kiverlid  around  your  face 
an'  head. 

An'  lay  an'  snooze  till  daylight  comes  a-sneaking  in 
your  room 

An'  takes  the  a'ge  offo'  the  cold  an'  drives  away  the 
gloom ; 

But  when  il  comes  to  summer  time  you'll  find  'twill 
alius  pay 

To  git  up  blight  an'  airly,  when  the  chickens  crow 
fur  day! 

It  looks  so  ca'm  an'  peaceful  like,  it  makes  you  want 
to  shout ; 

An'  in  the  sky  a  single  star  that  hasn't  been  put  out 
Keeps  winkin'  an'  a  bliukln'.  'like  it  tried  to  flirt  with 
you; 

An'  tlieu  the  sun  comes  perkln'  up  and  sparkles  on 
the  dew ; 

An'  if  you  want  a  tonic  to  drive  the  blues  away. 
You  git  up  bright  an'  airly,  when  the  chickens  crow- 
fur  day! 

You  hear  the  jay  birds  callin'  in  the  oak  an'  elm  trees. 
An'  through  the  open  winder  comes  the  cool  refresh- 
In'  breeze, 

A-waftln'  spicy  odors  from  the  tossels  on  the  corn. 
An'  the  smiling  face  of  nature  makes  you  thankful 

you  was  born. 
Oh. 'tis  better  than  a  circus,  an'  makes  you  pert  an' 

gay. 

To  git  up  bright  an'  airly,  when  the  chickens  crows 
fur  dayl 

You  hear  the  cows  a-mooln'  In  the  barn  lot  one  by 
one, 

A  askln'  plain  as  may  be  when  the  milkin"  will  be 
tloue ; 

An'  you  hustle  out  to  milk"  em,  a-whlstlln'  as  you 
pass. 

And  turn  'em  in  the  pasture,  while  the  dew  Is  ou  the 

grass; 

An' if  you  want  to  prosper,  you'll  find  'twill  always 

pay- 
To  git  up  bright  an'  airly,  when  the  chickens  crow 

fur  day! 

—Demorest's  Maaazine. 


Farmer  Brown  and  Justice. 

Good  Farmer  Brown  in  days  long  past 
His  lot  beside  a  stream  hud  cast; 
And  much  good  cash  had  he  laid  down 
By  selling  chickens  In  the  town; 
Prime,  plump  and  tender  were  they  all. 
And  brought  him  prices  never  small. 

But  sad  to  tell,  there  sometimes  came 
Wild  floods  that  well  deserved  the  name; 
They  carried  off  full  many  a  coop. 
And  thus  curtailed  his  chicken  soup. 
For  many  years  lie  bore  this  well. 
Until  at  last  worse  luck  befell. 
So  wild  and  high  the  waters  ran. 
He  found  himself  a  chicklcss  man. 

Angry  at  this  was  Brown  Indeed, 

And  sought  a  lawyer  with  all  speed. 

"  I  want  to  sue  the  state."  said  he. 

Then  danced  the  lawyer's  eyes  with  glee. 

And.  writing  down  the  farmer's  name, 

He  said,  "  Well,  sir,  let's  hear  your  claim.' 


With  burning  cheeks  the  farmer  told 
His  losses  from  the  water  cold. 
Concluding,  with  an  angry  brow, 
"Justice  Is  what  I'm  after  now." 
"Justice!  "the  lawyer  said  In  scorn, 
"She  died,  my  friend,  ere  you  were  born. 
You  say  the  water  took  your  chicks; 
Well,  rivers  often  play  those  tricks." 

"  But  come,"  continued  Farmer  Brown, 
While  deeper  grew  his  w  ralhful  frown, 
"  You  must,  I  say,  a  way  provide 
That  I  may  be  Indemnified ; 
Somebody,  now,  I'm  bound  to  sue. 
To  get  again  what  is  my  due." 
The  lawyer  smiled,  and  said,  "  Oh,  well. 
Put  up  a  fifty. aud  I'll  tell 
How  you  this  trouble  may  elude. 
Ami  circumvent  those  waters  rude." 

The  good  man  paid  the  fifty  down. 
For  fair  and  square  was  Farmer  Brown. 
Then  said  the  lawyer  with  a  smile, 
"  My  rule  beats  Justice  by  a  mile," 
And  with  a  wink  that  rivaled  Puck's, 
He  softly  said,  "  My  friend,  raise  ducks!  " 
— CLARA  J.  DENTON',  In  Youth's  Companion. 


Poultry. 

An  absolutely  non-poisonous  disinfect- 
ant is  a  necessity  in  the  poultry  run  and 
pigeon  cote.  Healthy  birds  can  be  pro- 
duced only  in  healthful  surroundings — 
"  Sanitas." 

How  to  have  thoroughly  sanitary  surroundings  is 
told  in  a  pamphlet  by  Ringzett,  the  eminent  English 
chemist.  Price  jo  cents.  Every  household  should 
contain  this  little  help  to  comfortable  living.  It  will 
be  sent  FREE  to  subscribers  of  this  paper.  Write 

THE  SANITAS  CO.  (Ltd.), 
636  to  642  West  55th  Street,  New  York  City. 

Disinfectant  and  Embrocation  Manufacturers. 


Poultry 
Supplies! 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Bone  Cutters,  Incubators, 
Crushed  Oyster  Shells  and  other  Grits. 
Ground  Meat  Meals,  Beef  Scraps.  Bone, 
Drinking  Fountains,  Feeding  Pans, 
Poultry  Netting,  Condition  Powder,  etc. 

Cut  Clover  Hay 

Ready  for  use. 

At  $1.75  per  100  pound  Sack. 

Large  illustrated  Catalogue  free. 

HARVEY  SEED  CO., 

'17&19  EllicottSt.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


Oape-Worm  Extractor, 
25c.  Remit  by  Money- 
Order  or  reiristered  letteV. 
G.  P.  PILLING  <£ SONS, 
1229  Callow-bill  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Complete  set,"  with  full 
Instructions,  post-paid, 
on  receipt  of  (2.50.  28  p. 
Capon  Book  free  for  2c. 
stamp.  Poultry  Marker. 
25c   Roup  Syringe,  10c 

TOOLS 


Make  a  certainty  of  the  Poultry  Business. 

They  convert  green  bone  into  the  cheapest  and  most  palatable  pool-* 
try  food  In  the  easiest  way  at  the  smallest  cost.  6;«*.  Jl'_V  tl'T 
BOVJS  double*  the  egg  product.  M  ikes  hens  lay  In  winter 
when  eggs  are  worth  the  most.  Makes  early  layers  of  the 
pullets.  Grows  the  quickest  maturing  highest  priced  broilers. 
They  turn  easy,  cut  fast  and  last  indefinitely. 

MANN'S  CLOVER  CUTTERS  2&,°}S&t28lgZ2>t§& 

cuts  all  kinds  of  hay  and  clover,  dry  or  green.  No  play  thing  but  a 
strong,  substantial,  net  t  it  rable  machine.  Steamed  cut 
clover  Is  almost  lndlspensible  and  Immensly  profitable  In  winter. 
Only  one  knife  to  keep  in  order.  Makes  12  cuts  to  one  revolution  of 
the  wheeL  Price,  $S.  and  $10.  Made  with  or  without  stand. 
MANN'S  SWINGING  FEED  TRAYS  are  indestructible  feed  troughs 
which  keep  the  leed,  in  and  the  dirt  out.  Hens  can  t  scratch  or  wal- 
low In  It  or  roost  on  it.    Quickly  pay  for  themselves  in  food  saved, 

MANN'S  GRANITE  CRYSTAL  GRIT  u''ciea^ir-no 

sand  or  dirt.  Full  of  sharp  corners  that  crush  and  grind  tno  hardest  rood,  ..t 
is  the  (yreatest  promoter  of  hen  digestion  known. 

THE  F.  W.  MANN  CO.  LIME  OF  POULTRY  APPLIANCES  have  a  world  wide  reputa- 
tion for  rapiditv,  quality  and  durability,  loutako  no  ruk  in  buying  these. 
8old  for  cu«h  or  ou  iur.tullmi.iii~    illustrated  catalogue  free. 

F.  W.  MANN  CO.  Box  55,  Milford,  Mass. 


MANN  5 

- 

GRITi 


JOSEPH  BRECK  &  SON'S  ARE  OCR  BOSTON  JOBBERS. 

SELVES     YOUR  17,OA7\ri_.S. 

In  order  tr  do  this  post  yourself  as  to  how  to  keep.theui  healthy  and  cure  them  when  sick.  The  best  wtj 
to  do  thlStis  to  get 

POULTRY  KEEPER  ILLUSTRATOR  No.  3. 

This  book  contains  more  Information  on  Diseases  than  any  other  ever  issued,  and  costs  onlv  25  cents.. 

Anatomy  OF  FOWLS  (Illustrated.)— The  Body.  Organs  of  Nutrition.  Causes  of  Disease,  indications  of 
Disease.  Cold  and  Warmth. 

Roup— The  Gkeat  Scocrge.— Ventilation  Theories.  Family  Fatality.  Indications  of  Roup.  Consumption, 
Diphtheria.   Swelled  Heads.   Remedies.  General  Rules. 

CHICKEN'  CHOLEKA.— Symptoms  of  Cholera.   How  it  Affects  Fowls.   Indigestion.  Remedies  to  be  Tried. 

Gapes  in  Chicks  (Illustrated.)— Symptoms  of  Gapes.  Cause.   Prevention.  Experiments  Tried,  Hum-dies. 

CROP  Bot'Xb.— The  Cause  of  the  Difficulty.   How  to  Relieve  the  Fowl.  Remedies  and  Preventives. 

MOULTING  OF  HENS.— How  to  Manage  During  the  Process  of  Moulting.   Advantages  of  Moulting. 

EGG  FOOD  and  Sundries.— How  to  Prepare  Condition  Powders.  Chlorinated  Soda.  Cheap  Tonics.  To 
Destrov  Rats.    Moisture  on  the  Walls. 

Miscellaneous  Diseases.— Egg  Bound.  Skin  Diseases.  Worms.  Enteritis.  Scaly  Legs.  Lice.  To  Pre- 
vent Egg  Eating  (two  Illustrations).  Leg  Weakness.  Bumble  Foot.  Soft-Shell  Eggs.  Crooked  Breasts. 
Chicken  Pox.  Frosted  Combs.  Warts  and  Sore  Heads. 

Selected  Extracts.— A  Chapter  on  Grit.  Nearly  Fifty  Different  Subjects  (selected)  of  great  value,  throw, 
in  as  good  measure. 

Mailed  postpaid  for  25  cents.  Send  for  sample  copv  of  The  Poultry  Keeper.  Address 

POULTRY  KEEPER  CO..  PARKESBURG.  PA. 

  i  ■  ■■    —  ■  

The  Cheapest  and  Best 

Four  Poultry  Papers  and  Two  Books,  for  $1.25. 

FULL  VAX. TIE,  S3.00. 

The  best  is  always  the  cheapest  iu  the  end,  even  though  the  cost  be  more.  But 
when  a  poultryman  can  get  four  of  the  best  poultry  papers  for  practical  purposes, 
and  two  such  books  as  offered  below,  for  a  trifle  more  than  the  cost  of  one  of 
the  papers,  it  is  a  chance  no  one  should  let  go  by. 

On  receipt  of  cash  $1.25,  we  will  send  to  any  single  address,  as  follows: 
FARM-POULTRY,  semi-montlily,  one  year,       price,    -    -     SI. 00. 

POULTRY  KEEPER,  in  colors,  monthly,  one  year,  price,  -  -  .50. 
INTER-STATE  POl'LTKYMAN,  monthly,  one  year,  price,  -  -  ..".O. 
A   FEW   HENS,  monthly,  one  year,        price,       -      -  .~~>. 

Book  BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT,  by  M.  K.  Boyer,  price,  -  -  .50. 
Book   A   LIVING   FROM   POULTRY,  by  M.  K.  Boyer,  price,    -     -  .2J>. 

Total,      -     --     --     --     --      --  S3.O0. 

The  four  papers  one  year  and  the  two  books,  all  post-paid,  for  $1.25.  Send  all 
orders  to  us.  The  combination  cannot  be  changed  or  filled  as  above,  unless  all 
ordered  at  one  time.    I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Prairie  State  Incubators 

47  to  54  N.  Market  St.,     Boston,  Mass, 

Thev  are  New  England  selling  agents,  show  a  full  line 
of  the  Prairie  Slate  INCUBATORS  and  BROOD- 
ERS, and   will   mail  catalogue  FKEE  and  qoott 

factory  prices. 


WRITE  TO 


Jos.  Breck  &  Sons, 


THE  IVETV 

American  Standard 


FREE 


To  every  subscriber  to  Farm.-Poultry  who  sends  us  at  once  $3  cash  to 
renew,  or  extend  their  own  subscription  one  year,  together  with  two  new 
subscribers  to  Farm-Poultry,  we  will  send  one  copy  of  the  Standard  free. 

Remember.    Three  subscriptions  to  Farm-Poultry  one  year 

at  $1  each  $3-00 

The  New  Standard  of  Perfection      ......  i°° 

all  for  $3  if  sent  at  once. 

The  New  American  Standard  of  Perfection  has  been  revised  by  the 
American  Poultry  Association,  edited  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Drevenstedt,  and  is 
up-to-date.  It  is  now  ready  for  sale,  price  $1.  We  will  send  a  copy 
postpaid  for  that  amount  to  any  address  in  the  United  States.  One  sub- 
scription to  F.-P.  and  the  Standard  $1.75.  Send  all  orders  to  us  direct. 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


